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TREATISE
UPON THE

LIFE OF FAITH.

FROM THE AUTHOR'S CORRECTED COPY.

The Juft flull live by his Faith. Hab. ii. 4.
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

HE defign of this little treatile is to

difplay the glory and all-fufficiency of

the Lord Jefus Chrift, and to encourage

weak believers to glorify him more by de-

pending and living more upon his all-fuffi-

ciency. Whatever grace he has promifed in

his word, he is faithful, and he is almighty

to beftow, and they may receive it of him

freely by the hand of faith. This is its ufe

*and office, as an hand or inftrument, having

firft received Chrift, to be continually re-

ceiving out of Chrift's fulnefs. The apoftle

calls this " living by faith," a life received

and continued, with all the ftrength, com-

forts, and bleffings, belonging to it, by faith

in the Son of God, and he alfo mentions the

work of faith, its working effeclually in the

hearts and lives of believers, through Chrift

ftrengthening them, and its growing in

them, yea growing exceedingly from faith

to faith, by the power of him who loveth

them. This is the fubjedl j and it properly

a 3
belongs
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belongs to thofe only who have obtained the

true faith, given them of God, an'd -vvrought

in their hearts by his Word and Spirit. Such

perfons meet with many difficulties every

"^day to try their faith, and to hinder them

from depending continually upon the Lord

Chrift for all things belonging to life and

godlinefs. By what means thefe difficulties

may be overcome is plainly taught in fcrip-

:

ture, is clearly promifed, and is attained by

faith, which becomes daily more viftorious,

as it is enabled to truft, that he is faithful

who
'
promifed. The ftrengthening of it I.

have had all along in view, hoping to be the

means, under God, of leading the weaK.

believer by. the hand, and of removing"

hinderances out of his way, until the Lord

thoroughly fettle and eftablilh him in the •

faith that is in. Chrift Jefus.

But I muft admoniHi the reader, that I

do not expe6l this merely from what 1 have

written. It is too high and great a work for

any mere man. Faith is the gift of God.

And he alone who gives.it, can increafe it.

The author of the faith is alfo the finifher

of it : and we do not ufe the means to fet

the Lord of all means afide. No. We ufe

them
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them that we may find liim in them. It is

his prefence, which makes the ufe of them

efFeftual. By this, and this only can any

reader of this httle book be rendered ftronger

in faith. Being well aflured of this, I have

therefore looked up to him mylelf, and it

will be for thy profit alfo, reader, to look

up to him in prayer, for his blefling. En-

treat him of his grace to countenance this

feeble attempt to promote his glory and his

people's good. Beg of him to make thy

reading of it the means of thy growth in

faith, and to accompany it with the fupply of

his Holy Spirit to every believer into whofe

hands it may fall. And forget not in thy

prayers and praifes to remember the author.

I blefs God who has enabled mc to revife

the prefs, and to put my laft hand to the

work, by making fuch additions and aera-

tions, as feemed to me necefiary, tc^^^pr

the fubjedt more plain to common ili^?-

In this, and in all things, Idefire to approve

myfelf to my Lord and Mafter, whofe I am,

and whom I ferve, and whatever good I have

or do, to him be all the praife. Bleded be

his Name this day, henceforth, and through

the day of eternity.
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A

TREATISE,

The perfons, for whofe ufe this little tra£l is

drawn up, are fuppofed to be practically ac-

quainted with thefc following truths : they have

been convinced of fin, and convinced of righte-

oufnefs. The word of God has been made ef-

feftual by the application of the Holy Spirit to

teach them the nature of the divine law, and

upon comparing their hearts and their lives with

it, they have been brought in guilty. They found

themfelves fallen creatures, and they felt the fad

confequences of the fall, namely, total ignorance

in the underftanding of God and his ways, an

open rebellion againft him in the will, and an

entire enmity in the heart, a life fpent in the fer-

vice of the world, the flefli, and the devil ; and

on all thefe accounts guilty before God, and by

nature children of wrath. When they were con-

vinced of thofe truths in their judgments, and the

awakened
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awakened confcience fought for cafe and deliver-

ance, then they found they were helplefs and

without ftrength. They could take no ftep, nor

do any thing, which could in the leaft fave them

from their fins. Whatever method they thought

of, it failed them upon trial, and left coafcience

more uneafy than before. Did they purpofe to

repent ? They found fuch a repentance, as God
would be pleafed with, was the gift of Chrift.

He was exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to

give repentance. Suppofe they thought of re-

forming their lives, yet what is to become of their

old fins? Will prefent obedience, if it coald be

perfectly paid, make any atonement for paft dif-

obedience ? Will the broken law take part of

pur duty for the whole.? No. It has determin-

ed, that whofoever fhall keep the whole law, and

yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. And
let him be ever fo careful in doing what the law

requires, or in avoiding what the law forbids, let

him fafl: and pray and give alms, hear and read

the word, be early and late at ordinances, yet

the enlightened confcience cannot be herewith

fatisfied: becaufe by thefe duties he cannot undo

the fin committed, and becaufe he will find fo

many failings in them, that they will be ftill add-

ing to his guilt and increafing his mifery.

What method then fliall he take ? Tlie more

he drives to make hjmfelf better, the worfe he

finds himfelf. He fees the pollution of fin greater.
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He difcovers raore of its guilt. He finds in him-

felf a want of all good, and an inclination to all

evil. He is now convinced, that the law is holy,

juft, and good, but when he would keep it, evil

is prefent with hiin. This makes him deeply fen-

fible of his guilty helplefs ftate, and fliews him

that by the works of the law he cannot be fav-

ed. His heart, like a fountain, is continually

fending forth evil thoughts, yea the very imagi-

nations of it are only and altogether evil, and

words arid works partake of the nature of that

evil fountain from whence they flow : fo that

after all his efforts he cannot quiet his confcience,

nor attain peace with God.

The law having done its office, as a fchool-

mafter, by convincing him of thefe truths, flops

his mouth that he has not a word to fay, why
fentence fliould not be palTed upon him. And
there it leaves him, guilty and helplefs. It can

do nothing more for him, than fliew him that he

is a child of wrath, and that he deferves to have

the wrath of God abiding upon him for ever: for

by the law is the knowledge of fin.

The gofpel finds him in this condition, as the

good Samaritan did the wounded traveller, and

brings him good news. It difcovers to him the

way of falvation contrived in the covenant of

grace, and manifefts to him what the ever bleffed

^Trinity had therein purpofed, and what in the

fulnefs
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fulnefs of time was accamplifhed. That all the

perfeftions of the Godhead might be infinitely

and everlaftingly glorified, the Father covenant-

ed to gain honour and dignity to his law and

juftice, to his faithfulnefs and holinefs, by infift-

ing upon man's appearing at his bar in the per-

fect righteoufnefs of the law. But man having

no fuch righteoufnefs of his own, all having fin

ned, and there being none righteous, no not one ;

how can he be faved } The Lord Chrift, a per-

fon in the Godhead coequal and coeternal with

the Father, undertook to be his Saviour. He
covenanted to ftand up as the head and furety of

his people in their nature and in their Head, to

obey for them, that by his infinitely precious obe-

dience many might be made righteous, and to

fuflfer for them, that by his everlafting meritori-

ous fl:ripes they might be healed. Accordingly

in the fulnefs of time he came int» the world,

and w^as made flefh, and God and man being as

truly united in one perfon, as the reafonable foul

and flefli is one man. This adorable perfon lived,

and fuffered and died, as the reprefentative of

his people. The righteoufnefs of his life was to

be their right and title to Ufe, and the righteouf-

nefs of his fufferings and death was to fave them

from all the fufferings due to their fins. And
thus the law and juftice of the Father would be

glorified in pardoning them, and his faithfulnefs

and
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and holinefs made honourable in faving them.

He might be ftriftly juft, and yet the juftifier of

him who believeth in Jefus.

In this covenant the holy Spirit, a perfon co-

equal and coeternal with the Father and the Son^

undertook the gracious office of quickening and

convincing finners in their confciences, how

guilty they were, and how much they wanted

a Saviour, and in their judgments how able he

was to fave all that come unto God thro' him,

and in their hearts to receive him, and to believe

unto righteoufnefs, and then in their walk and

converfation to live- upon his grace and ftrength.

His office is thus defcribed by our bleffed Lord,

in John xvi. 13, 14. " When the Spirit of truth

" is come he lhall glorify me ; for he fliall take

" of mine, and lhall Ihew it unto you that is,

when he comes to convince finners of fin, and of

righteoufnefs, and ofjudgment, he takes of the

things of Chrift, and glorifies him by Ihewing

them what a fulnefs there is in him to fave. He
leads them into all necelTary truth in their judg-

ments, both concerning their own finfulnefs,

guilt, and helpleffiiefs, and alfo concerning the

almighty power of the God-man, and his lawfnl

authority to make ufe of it for their falvation.

He opens their underftandings to comprehend

the covenant of grace, and the offices of the

eternal Trinity in this covenant, particularly the

office of the finner's furety the Lord Chrift, and

5 l^e
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he convinces them that there is rightcoufncf?,

and ftrcngth, comfort and rejoicing, grace for

grace, holinefs and glory, yea treafures infinite,

everlafting treafures of thcfe in Chrift, and here-

by he draws out their affeftions after Chrift, and

enables them with the heart to believe in him

unto righteoufnefs. And the Holy Spirit having

thus brought them to the happy knowledge of

their union with Chrift, afterwards glorifies him

in their walk and converfa Lion, by teaching them

how to live by faith upon his fulnefs, and to be

continually receiving out of it grace for grace

according to their continual -needs.

The corruption of our nature by the fall, and

our recovery through Jefus Chrift, are the two

leading truths in the chriftian religion, and I

fuppofe the perfons for whofe fake this little

tra£t is drawn up not only to know them, but

alfo to be eftabliflied in them, ftedfaftly to be-

lieve and deeply to experience them. The nc-

celTity of their being well grounded in them is

very evident : for a finner will never feek after

nor defire Chrift, farther than he feels his guilt

and his mifery ; nor will he receive Chrift by

faith, till all other methods of faving hioifelf

fail ; nor will he live upon Chrift's fulnefs far*

ther than he has an abiding fenfe of his own

want of him. Reader, How do thcfe truths ap-

pear to thee ? Has the law of God arraigned thee

in thy confcience? Haft thou been there brought

in
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in guilty, and has the Spirit of God deeply con-

vinced thee by the law of fin, and of unbelief,

and of thy helplclTnefs, fo as to leave thee no

falfe rcfting place fhort of Chrift ? Has he fwept

away every refuge of lies ? and thus put thee

upon ernq^uiring what thou muft do to be faved.

If not ; may the Lord the Spirit convince thee,

and in his own good time bring thee to the

kjiowledge of thyfelf, and to the faving know-

ledge of and belief in Chrift Jefus, without which

this book can profit thee nothing. But if thou

haft been thus convinced, and the Lord has

flione into thy underftanding, and enlightened it

with the knowledge of the way of falvation, then

read on. May the Lord make what thou read-

eft profitable to thine eftabllfliment in the faith,

which is in Chrift Jefus.

There are two things fpoken of faith in fcrip-

ture, which highly deferve the attention of every

true believer. The firft is the ftate of fafety, in

which he is placed by Chrift, and is delivered

from every evil and danger in time and in eter-

nity, to which fin had juftly expofed him ; and

the fecond is the happinefs of this ftate, confift-

ing in an abundant fupply of all fpiritual blef-

fings freely given to him in Chrift, and received,

as they are wanted, by the hand of faith out of

the fulnefs of Chrift, By which means whoever

has obtained this precious faith ought to have a

quiet confcience at peace with God, and need

not
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not fear any manner of evil, how much foever

it be deferved, and thereby he may at all times

come boldly to the throne of grace to receive

whatever is neceflary for his comfortable walk

heaven-wards. Every grace, every blefling pro-

mifed in fcripture, is his, and he may and does

enjoy them fo far as he lives by faith upon the

Son of God : fo far his life and converfation

are well ordered, his walk is even, his fpiritual

enemies are conquered, the old man is mortified

with his afFe£tions and lulls, and the new man

is renewed day by day after the image of God in

righteoufnefs and true holinefs. And from what

he already enjoys by faith, and from the hopes

of a fpeedy and perfeft enjoyment, the fcripture

warrants him to rejoice in the Lord with joy

unfpeakable and full of glory.

It is much to be lamented, that few live up

to thefe two privileges of faith. Many perfons

who are truly concerned about the falvation of

their fouls, live for years together full of doubts

and fears, and are not eftabliflied in the faith,

that is in Chrift Jefus ; and feveral who are in

a good meafure eftabliflied, yet do not walk

happily in an even courfe, nor experience the

continual bleflednefs of receiving by faith a fup-

ply of every want out of the Saviour's fulnefs.

Thefe things I have long obferved, and what I

have been taught of them from the fcripture,

and from the good hand of God upon me, I

have
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have put together, and throw it as a mite into

the treafury. I am fure it was never more

wanted, than at prefent. May the good Lord

accept the poor offering, and blefs it to the

hearts of his dear people to the praife of the

glory of his own grace.

For the clearer undcrftanding of what fliall

be fpoken upon the life of faith, it will be need-

ful to confider firft what faith is: for a man

muft have faith before he can make ufe of it.

He muft be in Chrift, before he can live upon

Chrift. Now faith fignifies the believing the

truth of the word of God : fo fays Chrift, " Thy

word is truth :" it relates to fome word fpoken

or to fome promife made by him, and it ex-

prelTes the belief which a perfon who hears it

has of its being true. He aflents to it, relies

upon it, and a£ls accordingly. This is faith.

And the whole word of God, which is the

ground of faith, may be reduced to two points,

namely, to what the law reveals concerning the

juftification of a righteous man, and to what

the gofpel reveals concerning the falvation of a

fmner. A Ihort examination of thefe points will

difcover to us a great number of perfons, who
have no faith at all in the word of God.

Firft, Every man in his natural ftate before

the grace of Chrift, and the infpiration of his

Spirit has no faith. The fcripture fays, God
hath fliut up all that are in this ftate in unbelief

;

Vol. I. B and
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and when the Holy Spirit, awakens any one of

them, he convinces him of fm, and of unbelief

in particular. "When the comforter is come,

fays Chrift, he fliall convince the world of fin,

becaufe they believe not in me.

Secondly, a man who lives carelefs in fin has

no faith. He does not believe one word that

God fays in his law. Let it warn him of his

guilt, and fhew him his great danger, yet he

fets at nought the terrors of the Lord. He a£ls

as if there was no day of judgment, and no place

of eternal torments. He has no fear of God be-

fore his eyes, How can fuch a pra£lical atheift

as this have any faith ?

Thirdly, The formalift has not true faith. He
is content with the form of godlinefs, and de-

nies the power of it. The veil of unbelief is

upon his heart, and the pride of his own good

works and duties is ever before his eyes, that he

finds no want of the falvation of Jefus, and is

averfe to the grace of the gofpel. All his hopes

yrife from what he is in himfelf, and from what

ho is able to do for himfelf He neither believes

Cod fpcaking in the law, nor in the gofpel. If

he believed his word in the law, it would con-

vict him of fin, and forbid him to go about to

^ftablilh a righteoufnefs of his own ; becaufe by

the works of the law fliall no flefli living be jufti-

fied, yet this he does not believe. If he believed

the word of God in the gofpel, it would convince

him
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him of rightcoufncfs, of an infinitely perfect

righteoufnefs wrought out by the Godnian Chrifi:

Jefus, and imputed to the finner without any

works of his own : for unto him that worketh

not, but believeth on him that jnftifieth the un-

godly, his faith is imputed for righteoufnefs.

To this he dare not truft wholly for his accept-

ance before God, therefore he has not true

faith.

Fourthly, A man may be fo far enlightened

as to underftand the way of falvation, and yet

have not true faith. This is a polTible cafe.

The apoftle ftates it, i Cor. xiii. 2. " Though I

" underftand all myfteries, and all knowledge,

" yet I may be nothing." And it is a dangerous

cafe, as Hel>. x. 26. " If we fin wilfully after

that we have received the knowledge of

" the truth, there remaineth no more facrifice

" for fins." Here was fuch a knowledge of the

truth, as left a man to perifh without the bene-

fit of Chrift's facrifice, therefore he wantedJhzt

faith, which whofoever hath fhall be faved.

What great numbers are there under thefe

delufions ? Reader, art thou one of them Ex-

amine clofely-; for it is ofeternal moment. Prove

thine own felf, whether thou be jn the faith.

If thou alkeft how thou fl-ialt know it, fince

there are fo many errors .about it? hear what

God's word fays. Whoever believes truly has

been firft convinced of unbelief. Tfeis our Lord

B 2 teaches.
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teaches, yohixvl 9. "When the comforter is come,
" he will convince the world of fin, becaufe they

" believe not on me. He convinces of fin, by

enlightening the underHanding to know the ex-

ceeding finfulnefs of it, and by quickening the

confcience to feel the guilt of it. He fhews the

mifery threatened, and leaves finners no falfc

refuge to flee unto. He will not fuffer them

to fit down content v\^ith fome forrow, or a little

outward reformation, or any fuppofed rightc-

oufnefs, but makes them feel that do whatever

they will or can, ftill their guilt remains. Thus

he puts them upon feeking out for falvation, and

by the gofpel he difcovers it to them. He opens

their underftandings to know what they hear,

and read, concerning the covenant of the eternal

Trinity, and concerning what the God-man has

done in the fulfilling of this covenant. The

Holy Spirit teaches them the nature of the ado-

rable perfon of Chrill-God manifeft in the flefli,

and the infinitely precious and evcrlafting meri-

torious righteoufnefs, which he has wrought

out by the obedience of his life and death 5 and

he convinces them, that this righteoufnefs is

fufiicicnt for their falvation, and that nothing is

required except faith, for its being imputed unto

them; and he works in them a fenfe of their

being helplefs and without ftrength to rely upon

this righteoufnefs, and through faith in it to have

peace with God. He makes them fee, that they

cannot,.
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cannot, by any power of their own, in the leafl

depend upon it: for al! their fufficiency is of

God. It requires the fame arm of the Lord,

which wrought out this righteoufnefs, to enable

them with the heart to believe in it. They are

made clearly fenfible of this from the word and

Spirit of God, and from their own daily expe-

rience, and thereby they are difpofed to receive

their whole falvation from the free grace of God,

and to him to afcribe all the glory of it. Thefe

are the redeemed of the Lord, to whom it is

given to believe. They are quickened from a

death in trefpaffes and fins, their confciences

are awakened, their underllandings are enlight-

ened with the knowledge of Chrift, they are

enabled in their wills to choofe him, and in their

hearts to love him, and to rejoice in his falva-

tion. This is entirely the work of the Holy

Spirit : for faith is his gift, Eph. ii. 8. Unto

you it is given, fays the apoftle, Thil. i. 29. in

the behalf of Chrift to believe on him ; none can

give it but the Spirit of God : becaufe it is the

faith of the operation of God, and requires the

fame almighty power to believe with the heart,

as it did to raife Chrift's body from the grave,

Eph. i. 20. And this power he puts-forth in the

preaching of the word, and makes it the power
of God unto falvation. The word is called,

2 Cor. iii. 8. the miniftration of the Spirit, becaufe

by it the Spirit minifters his grace and ftrength.

So
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So Gal. iii. 2. " Received ye the Spirit by the

" works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?"

It was by hearing faith preached, that they re-

ceived the Spirit : for faith cometh by hearing,

and hearing by the word of God, which is there-

fore called the word of faith. And thus the

word is the means, in the hand of the Spirit, to

difpofe the hearts of thofe who hear it, to re-

ceive and to embrace Chrift ; whereby they at-

tain the righteoufnefs of laith, as Rom. x. lo.

" With the heart man believeth unto righteouf-

** nefs." The heart is the chief thing in be-

lieving : for into it Chrift is received, and in it

he dwells by faith. The vital union between

Chrift and the believer is manifefted and made

known in the heart, and therein it is cemented

and eftablifhed. With joy can the believer fay,

" My Beloved is mine, and I am his," happy

for me, we are but one perfon in the eye of the

law, and our interefts are but one. Blefled ftate

this ! Chrift gives himfelf freely to the believer,

who alfo gives himfelf up in faith to Chrift,

Chrift as the believer's furety has taken his fins

upon himfelf, and the believer takes Chrift's

righteoufnefs : for Chrift makes over all that he

has to the believer, who by faith looks upon it

and makes ufe of it as his own ;
according to

that exprefs warrant for his fo doing in i Cor. iii.

22, 23. All things are yours, becaufe ye be-

long to Chrift.

This
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This vital union, between Chrift and the be-

hever, is largely treated of in fcripture. Chrift

thus fpeaks of it in his prayer for his people,

^obu xvii. " I pray for them who fliall believe

*' on me through their word, that they all may
" be one, as thou father art in me, and I in thee,

" that they alfo may be one in us. I in them,

" and thou in me, that they may be made per-

" fe£l in one." And in John vi. 56. he fays.

He, that eateth my flefh, and drinketh my
" blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him ;" and

this indwelling is by faith, as Eph. iii. 17. " That
" Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith."

And it is the office of the Holy Spirit to manifeft

this union to their hearts, as John xiv. 20. At
" that day, when the Spirit of truth is come,

" ye lhall know that I am in my Father, and

" you in me, and I in you." And befides thefe

and many other plain words, this union is alfo

reprefented by feveral ftriking images, fuch as

that of hulband and wife, who are in law, but

one perfon, the huft)and being anfwerable for

the wife's debts, and the wife fliaring Wher huf-

band's honours and goods. It is fet forth by the

union between a building and the foundation

upon which it ftands fecure ; between a tree and

its branches, which live becaufe they arc in the

tree, and grow by the fap which they receive

from it ; between the head and the members,

which by holding under the head live and grow,

having
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having a fupply of nourifhment adminiftered to

every part. Under thefe beavitiful images the

fcripture fets forth the reality, and the blelTed

fruits of this union. The Holy Spirit makes it

known to the behever, by enabling him to rely

on God's word, as infallible truth, and to re-

ceive Chrift's perfon as the almighty Saviour, and

he ftrengthens it, by enabling the believer to

make ufe of Chrift's fulnefs, and to live by faith

upon him in all his offices, for the partaking of

all his promifed graces and bleflings.

That faith which is of the operation of God
always produces the knowledge and the fruits of

this blefled union, and enables the foul to give

itfelf up to Chrift, that it may be one with him,

not in a figurative metaphorical way, but as

really and truly, as the building is one with the

foundation, as much one in intereft, as hufband

and wife ; one in influence, as the root and the

branches, the head and the members. So that

this is not an empty notion about Chrift, or fome

clear knowledge of him, or a mere approving of

his wayjUl^falvation, but it is an aftual receiving

of him into the heart for righteoufnefs to juftify,

and to dwell and reign there to fan£lify; a re-

ceiving him as a perfe£V Saviour, and living upon

him and his fulnefs j
wailing upon him to be

taught daily ; trufting wholly for acceptance to

his blood and righteoufnefs ; refting, relying,

leaning upon his promifed ftrength to hold out

unto
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unto the end ; and hoping for eternal life as the

free gift of God through Jefus Chrlft our Lord.

The faving faith thus receives Chrift, and thus

lives upon Chrift.

Now, reader, examine and prove thyfelf,

whether thou haft this faith. Doft thou believe

with thy heart unto righteoufnefs ? Thou canft

not live upon Chrift, unlefs thou art firft in Chrift.

Thou muft be firft perfuaded of thine intereft in

him, before thou canft make ufe of it, and improve

it ; and therefore the knowledge of thy union

with him muft be clear and plain, before thou

canft have a free and open communion with him.

There muft be faith, before there can be the

fruits of faith; and ftrong faith, before there can

be much and ripe fruit. Little faith will receive

but little from Chrift. The weak believer is full

of doubts and fears, and when he wants com-

fort or ftrength, or any other things which Chrift

has promifcd to give his people, he is queftion-

ing whether he has any right to expeft thern

;

and therefore he does not receive them ; becaufe

he has not boldnefs and accefs with confidence

to God by faith in Chrift Jefus. From hence

appears the neceflity of being eftablilhed in the

faith. The believer muft have clear evidence

of his intereft in Chrift, before he can live com-

fortable and happy upon Chrift : therefore he

muft look well to the foundation, and fee there

be no doubts left about his being fettled upon it.

Chrift
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Chrill being the furc foundation, how can he

fafely build thereon all his falvation, unlefs he

be firft fatisfied, that he is upon it ? The peace

with God in his confcience, every aft of fpiri-

tual life, and the whole walk and well ordering

of his converfation depend upon the fettling of

this point. It ought to be finally determined,

and brought to this iffue: " Chrift is mine, I

" know it from the word of God. I have the

witnefs of the fpirit of God, and Chrift allows

** me, unworthy as I am, to make ufe of him
*' and of his fulnefs for the fupply of all my
** needs ; and I find I do make ufe of him, and

** thereby I know from daily experience, that I

" am in him, becaufe I live upon him." Ac-

cording as this point is fettled, fo in proportion

will be the life of faith. If the believer be tho-

roughly grounded in it without any doubt or

fear, then he may, and will with confidence im-

prove his intereft in Chrift ; but if he ftill leave

it in fufpenfe, his faith can be but little, and

therefore he will obtain little comfort or ftrcngth

from Chrift.

Reader, art thou one of the weak in faith ?

Doft thou feel it ? Doft thou mourn for it ?

And doft thou know, from whence thy faith is

to be ftrengthened ? Who can increafe it, but

he alone who gives it ? O pray then to the Lord

God to give thee the fpirit of wifdom and reve-

lation, that the eyes of thy underftanding may be

enlightened
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enlightened to fee the Infinite fufficiency of

Chrift's perfon, as God-man, and the everJaft-

ing merit of his hfe and death to fave his peo-

ple from their fins. And whatever hinders thee

from feeing the fulncfs of Chrift's falvation, and

refting comfortably by faith upon it, earneftly

entreat the Lord to remove it. It it be fin, beg

of God to make thee more willing to part with

it. If it be guilt, pray him to ordain peace in

thy confcience through the blood of fprinkhng.

Jf it be much corruption, "it cannot be fubdued,

until it be fiift pardoned. If thou haft got under

the fpirit of bondage, look up to the Lorxl Chrift

for that liberty, wherewith he makes his people

free. Whatever it be, as foon as it is difcovered

to thee, make ufe of prayer, believing God's

word of faithfulnefs ; that what thou alketh

thou flialt have, and that he will fo eftablifh thee,

that thou flialt go on from faith to faith. May
it be thv happy cafe. Amen.

Reader, if thou art an awakened man, con-

vinced of fin by the word and Spirit of God, all

thine enemies will try to keep thee from .the clear

knowledge of thy union with Chrift. The reafon

is plain : becaufe then thou wilt Jiot be able to

depend upon Chrift's promlfcd ftrength, and to

make ufe of it by faith, which is almighty to

defeat them all. J-Jearken not therefore to any

fuggeftion, nor be afraid of any oppofition,

which would hinder thee from fceking to be

fully
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fully convinced of thine intereft in Chrifl, and

of thy being a branch in the true vine. Satan

will ufe all his wiles and fiery darts; and all car-

nal profeffors will be on his ftdc, and they will

have clofe allies in thine own breaft, in thine un-

belief, in thy legal fpirit, and in thy lufts and

corruptions, Confider why do thefe enemies

fight fo hard againft thy being fafely fettled, and

comfortably grounded upon Chrift by living

faith ? Is it not bccaufe thou wilt then be an

overmatch for them, through the ftrength of

Jefus ? And does not this plainly fhew thee the

abfolute neceffity of knowing, that Chrift and

thou are one ? Till this be known, thou wilt

be afraid to apply to him and to make ufe of his

ftrength, and till thou doft ufe it, all thine ene-

mies will triumph over thee. O beg ofGod then

to increafe thy faith, that thou mayeft be fully

convinced of 'thy union with Chrift, and mayeft

live in him fafe, and on him happy. Hear and

read his word, and pray for the effe6lual work-

ing of the Lord the Spirit in it, and by it, that

faith may come and grow by hearing, until it

be finally fettled without doubt or wavering,

that Chrift is thine, and thou art his.

After the believer is thus grounded and cfta-

bliOied in the knowledge of his union with

Chrift, it behoves him then to enquire, what

God has given him a right to in confequence of

this union ; and the fcripture will inform him,

that
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tJiat in the covenant of Grace it has pl6afed the

Father, that all fulnefs fljould dwell in his Son,

as the head for the ufe of his members. He has

it to fupply all their need. They cannot poffibly

want any things but it is treafured up for them

in his infinite fulnefs ; there they may have it,

grac^ for grace, every moment, as their occafions

require, and they have it in no other way, and

by no other hand, than faitli, trufting the word

of promife, and relying upon Chrift's faithful-

nefs and power to fulfill it; as it is written, " the

juft fliall live by his faith," Hab. ii. 3. having re-

ceived juftification to life by faith in the righte-

oufnefs of Chriil, he depends on Chrift to keep

him alive, and makes ufe of Chrift's fulnefs for

all the wants of that fpiritual life, which he has

giv€n. He trufts him for them all, and lives

upon him by faith for the continual receiving of

them all, and according to his faith fo is it done

unto him.

Let this be well weighed and confidered, that

tiie juftified perfon lives and performs every a^l

of fpiritual life by faith. This is a very impor-.

tant lelTon, and therefore it is taught in fcripture

as plainly as words can fpeak. Every^thing is

promifed to, and is received by faith. Thus it is

faid. Ye arc all the children of God by faith in

Chrift Jefus, and if children then heirs accord-

ing to the promife, heirs of God and joint heu's

with Chrift, who of God is made unto us wifdom,

righteouf-
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righteoufnefs, and holinefs, made for their li^e

wifdom to teach them, righteoufnefs to juftify

them, and holinefs to fan£lify them, yea, he has

all things in his fulnefs for their ufe, as the free

grant fpeaks, i Cor. in. 21, I3c. " All things are

" yours, whether Paul or Apollos, or Cephas,

" or the world, or life, or death, or things pre-

" fent,or things to come, all are yours, and ye are

« Chrift's, and Chrift's is God's." Confider, be-

liever, what a large eltate this is : thy title to it

IS good, and thou entereft into pofleffion by faith.

See then that thou make ufe of thine inheri-

tance, and live upon it. Do not fay, when thou

wanteft any thing, I know not where to get it

:

for whatever the God-man has of wifdom, righ-

teoufnefs, holinefs, power and glory, he has it,

as the head of the body for thee as one of his

members, for thy ufe and benefit, and he has

promifed it to thee in his word. Make free with

him then. Go to him with confidence. Thou

canft not do him greater honour than to receive

from him what he has to give. That is glorify-

ing him. It is putting the crown upon his head,

and confefling him to be a perfeft all-fufficient

Chrift when it pleafeth thee, as it did his Father,

that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell, and when

thou art content to live out of thyfelf upon his

fulnefs for the fupply of all thy needs in time and

in eternity. To live thus upon him is his glorj',

and it is thy privilege, thy intereft, and thy hap-

• pinefs.
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pinefs. In every ftate, fpiritual and temporal,

and in every circumftance, thou canfl: pofTibly be

in, thou art commanded to look up to Chrift,

that thou mayeft receive out of his fulnefs, and

to depend upon him to fave thee from every

evil, and to beftow upon thee every good. la

thy walk heavenwards, and in every thing thou

meeteft with by the way, put thy trufl: in Chrift,

and expe£l: from him the fulfilling of all his pro-

niifes. He has all power in heaven and earth

for that veiy purpofe. Still rely upon him, and

caft thy burdens on him, when thou art tempted,

when old corruptions arife, when the world and

the devil aflault thee, when under a fenfe of

weaknefs and dulnefs in duty, when in darknefs

and defertion, in perfecution and trouble, in

pain and poverty, in ficknefs and death. This

is the life of faith. Thou wilt live like a chrif-

tian indeed, if, being in any of thefe cafes, thou

believeft that Chrift is able, becaufe he is al-

mighty, and willing, becaufe he has promifed,

to fupply thy wants, and then canft trull in him

for that fupply. Depend upon it, thou (halt have

it, and it fhall be done unto thee according to

his word.

After the believer is become one with Chrift,

and through him has a right to all the riches of

grace, and may by faith make ufe of them as

his own, why is he fo long in learning this lef-

fon perfectly ? Being adopted into the hearenly

family.



family, and an heir of the heavenly inheritance,

why docs not he immediately live up to his pri-

vilege, and to his eftate r His title is good. The

inheritance is fure. All things are become his :

for all fulnefs is in Chrift, and by virtue of his

union with Chrift, this fulnefs is his, and he may

by faith be always receiving out of it every grace

and bleffing, which Chrift has promifed : why

then does not he at once attain to this happy

life of faith ? Sad experience proves that young

believers do not. They meet with fo many dif-

ficulties, that they grow up flowly into Chrift in

all things. They do not attain to a folid cfta-

blifliment in the faith in a day. Enemies with-

out and within ftop their progrefs, infomuch that

they often continue little children for a long time.

They have the fame right to Chrift, the fame

privileges, and the fame promifed grace, which

young men and fathers in Chrift have, but they

have not learned by experience how to improve

their intereft in him, and to make the moft of it.

The difficulties and temptations which weaken

their hold of Chrift, and ftop their growth in

him are many ; fonie of the chief are thefe :

I. They continue little children and weak in

faith, becaufe they do not prefently attain a folid

acquaintance with the perfon of Chrift, and arc

not thoroughly fatisfied, how able he was and

fufficient for every thing he undertook, and how
perfetlly he has finifticd every part of his work.

2. This
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%. This keeps them ignorant of many things

ki which the glory of his falvation confifts ; hence

they have not clear believing views of its fulnefs,

and of its freepefs.

3. By which means they labour under many

doubts about the manner of their receiving this

falvation. A legal fpirit working with their

unbelief puts them upon reafoning continually

againft being faved freely by grace through faith -

and,

4. Thefe legal unbelieving reafonings gain

great power from their unlkilfulnefs in their

Warfare between nature and grace, the old man
and the new^, the flefli and the fpirit ; and,

5. All thefe difficulties are mightily ftrength_

ened from their hearkening to fenfe, and trufting

to its reports more than to the word of God.

While believers are under thefe difficulties, their

faith meets with many checks in its growth, and

until they be enabled to overcome them, they

continue to be little children in Chrift. Their

weak faith receives but little from Chrift, and it

continues weak, becaufe they have but little de-

pendence upon the effectual working of ChriU's

mighty power. The exceeding greatnefs of his

power is able to ftrengthen them, and he has

promifed it, but they dare not truft him. Con-

fider therefore, reader, if thou art one of thefe

babes, why thou doft not grow up fafter into

Chrift.

Vol. L e The
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The firft thing that ftops thee is the ignorance

which is in thy mind about his perfon, and the

prejudice againft him, which is in thy carnal

heart. Thefe are in all men by nature ; and

thefe fatan will work upon in order to hinder

the increafe of thy faith. He will ufe all his

cunning, and his power to keep thee from grow-

ing in that knowledge of Chrift, which is eternal

life. He will injeft into thy heart blafphemous

thoughts againft his Godhead, and when thou

art reading in fcripturc, or hearing about his be-

ing God manifeft in the flefli, he will try to puz-

zle and perplex thy imagination with a How can

thefe things be ? He will reprefent the union of

the two natures in Chrift as a thing not to be un-

derftood, and as if they, who believed it with

the cleareft evidence of God's word and Spirit,

had only fome fancy about it. He has an old

grudge againft Chrift, and will not fcruple to

tell any lies of him. He was a liar trom the be-

ginning, and abode not in the truth. Regard him

not. Mind what the word of truth fays, and pray

thoumayeftunderftand it: for the more thouknow-

eft of the Lord Chrift, that bleffed God-man, the

more wilt thou be fettled, and eftablilhed in him.

It is written of him, firft, that he is God, true and

very God, in the holy bleffed and glorious Tri-

nity a perfon coequal, and coeternal with the

Father, and the Holy Spirit, Ifa. ix. 6. Unto us

a child is born, who is the mighty God ;
fecondly,

that
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that he is Jehovah, v/hich fignifics the felf-

cxiftent eflence, Ifa. xliii. ii. I, even I am Je-

hovah, and befide me there is no Saviour ; from

whence it is evident, that the Saviour is Jehovah,

and that he exifts in a manner independent of,

and diftinft from, all other beings and things. St.

Jude makes the oppofition to this fundamental

truth the condemning fin of certain heretics,

who denied Jefus Chrift to be the only Lord

God, and our Lord. In the covenant of grace

this divine Perfon undertook to be made man.

He who was true and very God was made true

and very man ; he had a reafonable foul and hu-

man flefli, and was in all points like other men,

fin excepted. And as the reafonable foul and

flefli is one man, fo God and man is one Chrifl.

This is the glorious Perfon, who undertook in

the covenant of grace to be man's furety. St.

Pan/ calls him the furety of the New Teftament

;

and what could there be wanting in him for this

high office ? He is every way qualified to be the

furety for man, who is himfelf true and very man,

who is alfo God as well as man, and therefore has

all the perfeftions of Jehovah to render what he

did and fuffered as man's furety infinitely and

everlaftingly meritorious.

This is the blefiTed obje£l of faith, God and

man united in one Chrift. Confider then, reader,

what the fcripture fays of his wonderful perfon,

in order that thy faith in him maybe eftablifiied.

C 2 That
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That very felf-exiftent God, who fpake and all

things were made, who commanded and they

ftand faft to this very hour, was made flefli. H«
came to be tlie furety for his people, to obey and

fuffer in their ftead. What could not his al-

mighty power cfFeft? Is any thing too hard for

the Lord God? What obedience can his Father's

law demand, which he is not infinitely able to

pay ? What fufferings can fatisfy his Father'*

juftice, which he is not abfolutely qualified to

endure ? for he has every perfection and attribute

equal with the Father. On this truth thou muft

reft ; and is it not a fure foundation ? In the cer-

tainty of it thou muft feek to be more grounded

tvery day : becaufe as thou groweft in the know-

ledge of his divine perfon, thou wilt become

more fatisfied of his infinite fufficiency to fave ;

and fully convinced of this, thou wilt be enabled

from fcripture to anfwer and filence thine otvn

unbelieving thoughts, and to reject the blafphe-

mous fuggeftions of fatan againft the Lord Chrift.

Obferve then that he is God, and that he is Je-

hovah. Read and meditate on what the fcrip-

ture fays of his Godhead, and pray that thou

mayeft be taught of God to underftand it : for

no man can fay that Jefus is the Lord but by

the Holy Ghoft. It is his office to glorify Jefus,

by enabling thee to believe him to be Lord and

God, and to call him thy Lord and thy God^

and to prove he is fo, by thy humble depend-

ence
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ence upon him for every blefling both in time

and in eternity.

It is much to be lamented, that believers in

general take fo little pains to get a clear know-

ledge of the do£trine of the ever-bleffed Trinity

:

for want of which their faith is unfettled, and

they are liable to many errors both in judgement

and practice. I would therefore moft earneftly

recommend it to all that are weak in faith, to

be diligent in hearing and reading what in fcrip-

ture is revealed concerning the Trinity in unity,

looking up always for the inward teaching of the

Holy Spirit, and I would direft them to a form

of found words in the common prayer book for

Trinity Sunday, which contains the fliortefl: and

beft account of the fubjctl that I ever faw. It

*' is very meet, right, and our bounden duty,

" that we fhould at all times, and in all places,

" give thanks unto thee, O Lord, almighty,

" everlafting God. Who art one God, one

Lord, not one only perfon, but three perfons

" in one fubftance : for that which we believe

" of the glory of the Father, the fame we believe

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, without
" any difference or inequality." Thefe are pre-

cious words. Meditate, reader, upon them, and
intreat the Holy Spirit to enlighten thine under-

ftanding with the faving knowledge of them,
that being eftablifhed in the doftrine of the ever

blefled Trinity, and of the Godhead of the Lord

Chrift,



38 LIFE OF FAITH.

Chrifl-, thou mayeft be enabled to overcome the

difficulties which arofe.

Secondly, From thy not being well acquainted

with the nature of Chrift'? falvation. Concern-

ing which young believers are apt to have many
doubts. Carnal reafon is ftrong in them. The
fpirit of bondage refiftc with many and mighty

arguments, and unbelief mufters up all its forces,

and there is a long and obftinate fight againft

being, faved freely and fully by the grace of

Chrifl: Jefus. But the argum.cnts, which God

has provided in his Avord, when applied by his

Spirit, will prevail and overcome. Meditate

upon them for the eftablifhing of thy weak faith,

Confider, firft, the covenant. Salvation is not

a thing of chance, or left to man's will or power,

but it was contrived by the blcfled Trinity in

the covenant of grace, and every thing belonging

to it was perfe611y fettled. It is faid to be

2 Sam. xxiii. 5. an everlafting covenant ordered in

all things and fure. O thou of little faith, why

then doft thou dgubt ? What! doubt of God's

love? Here's a covenant fpringing from his mere

love, and from everlafting. Doubt of its being

well contrived? Infinite wifdom orders it in all

things. Doubt of its being well executed r It is

in all things furc, fure as God's almighty power

and faithfulnefs can make it. Vv'hat motives are

here for the ftrengthening of thy faith r May the

Lord render them efFeftual.

ReHeO,
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Refleft, Secondly, upon the undertakings of

the Lord Chrift, the furety of this covenant.

There was nothing left out of this covenant

;

it was ordered in all things belonging to falva-

tion, and Chrift undertook to perform all things

on the part of his Father, that his law might be

magnified, and his juftice made honourable and

glorious ; and on the part of the finner, that he

might be faved from all evil, and entitled to all

good. And being God and man united in one

Chrift he was a proper furety to reconcile God
to man, and to reconcile man to God. May
thefe things then fink deep into thy heart, that

thy furety has undertaken the whole of thy fal-

vation, to do all for thee, and all in thee, and

all by thee. What canft thou defire more for

the fettling of thy faith ?

5. Perhaps thou wilt fay, his undertakings

were great, but has he fulfilled them ? Yes, and

fo perfe61:ly, that he is able to fave to the utter-

moft. He was called Jefus, becaufe he was to

fave his people from their fins ; as their furety

he was to fulfil the law for them by his obedience,

and to fufltr the pains and penalties of it by hTs

death and paflion. Accordingly in the fulnefs

of time he was manifeft in the fiefli, and came
to do the will of his Father : of his obedience to

that will he thus fpeaks. " I have finiflied the

« work, which thou gaveft me to do." Of his

fuffering that will he iaid with his laft breath,

" It
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*' It is finifhed." Obferve, whatever he under-

took to do in his life and death was finifhed,

and it was demonftrated that as man's furety he

had done and fufFered every thing ordered in the

covenant, by his refurre£tion from the dead : for

then did the Father declare him to be the Son

of God with power. Will not all this fatisfy

thee, O thou of little faith : Here is one more

eaufe of thy doubting removed ; thou canft not

deny but Chrift has finifhed every thing he un-

dertook, and in confequence thereof he has all

power in heaven and earth to beftow a full and

finifhed falvation. What canft thou now obje£t?

4. Does a thought arife in thy heart? It i«

-finifhed, but is it fo freely given that fuch an.

unworthy creature, as I am, may partake of it ?

Yes : it comes to thee in the way of a free gift.

Great, ineflimable, and eternal, as it is, yet it

is all thine in receiving. Not he who wortheth,

but he who believeth is juflified from all things.

It is by faith that believers are juflified and fanc-

tified, are flrengthened and comforted in their

walk, by faith they fight againfl all their enemies,

and by faith they conquer, and lay hold of eter-

nal life.. And therefore it is all of faith, that it

might be by grace. Salvation is wrought out

and finifhed by thy Surety, given to thee freely,

continued with all its bleffings in time and thro'

eternityj as a free gift, to the praife of the glory

of free grace. Why therefore art thou difcou-

raged?
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raged? Haft thou nothing to buy with? Then

obey the Lord's command, Como and buy free

falvation without money, and without price.

How Ihould this motive ftill add to the eftabliih-

ment of thy f:iith ? For there thou feeft whatever

thou wanteft is thine by believing. Thou mayeft

have it freely by grace. It is treafured up for

thee in the fulnefs of thy dear Saviour, and thou

canft not honour him more, than to make free

ufe of it. What doft thou fay to this? Haft

thou any thing to objeft ? Canft thou find any

fault with the covenant of grace, or with the

undertakings of the God-man in it ? No, cer-

tainly, the covenant was well ordered in all

things and fure, and what the Surety of the co-

venant undertook he has perfeftly fulfilled. Sal-

vation is finiflied on his part. He has glorified

the law by his infinitely perfe6t obedience, he

has made divine juftice honourable by his fuffer-

ings and death, he has brought in everlafting

rightcoufnefs for his people, and will bring them

to everlafting glory : for he has already taken

poffeflion of it for them as the head of the body

the church, and he has all power in heaven and

earth to fave them day by day, until he make

them partakers of his eternal falvation. What
can thy heart with for more than fuch a Saviour,

and fuch a falvation ? O ! be not faithlefs then

but believing, and if thou has any doubts left,

endeavour to have them cleared up by reading

and
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and prayer, until thy faith be perfeftly fettled

on the divinity of God thy Saviour, and the in-

finite fufficiency of his falvation. Thefe two

points lay at the very foundation of the chriftian

religion. They muft be fuppofed in all its prin-

ciples, and built upon in all its praftice ; there-

fore being of univerfal influence; if they be tho-

roughly eftablilhed thy faith will be ftedfaft, and

thy life well ordered and comfortable. Examine

then, and prove thyfelf here before thou readeft

any farther. Doft thou believe Chrift to be true

and very God, in every perfection and attribute

equal with the Father ? And is his a full and a

free falvation ? All the following directions de-

pend upon, and can only profit thee, fo far as

thou believeft thefe two points. Look well then

to thy eftablifliment in them. If it be ftrong,

the life of faith will be fteady and profperous

;

but if it be weak, thou wilt be liable to be toft

about continually with errors, and overcome with

temptations, efpecially with thofe, to which a

legal fpirit will expofe thee, as I purpofed to

flievv under the

Third general head, in which is to be confi-

dered, how the little children in Chrift for want

of being eftablilhcd in the belief of his Godhead,

and of his full and free falvation, labour under

many doubts, a legal fpirit working with their

unbelief puts them upon reafoning continually

againft being faved freely by grace thro' faith.

4 He
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He is of a legal fpirit, who is under the law,

and apprehends himfelf bound to keep it, as the

condition of life, requiring of him. Do this and

thou flialt live. In his underftanding he fees

this, and no other way to life, in his will he is

continually inclined to it, and in his heart he

loves it ; becaufe he fancies it in his own power

to attain life in this way, and he can merit it by

his own works, w^hich mightily gratifies his felf-

love, and indulges his pride. This legal fpirit

reigns over all men in their natural ftate, but i

does not difcover its tyranny, until it be op-

pofed ; and then fo foon as the foul is quickened

from a death in trefpafles and fms, it begins to

fight, trying to keep the poor finner in bondage

by its legal workings and firivings, and putting

him upon feeking for fome good difpofition or

qualification in himfelf, on account of which

God fhould love him. Thus the awakened foul,

under the fpirit of bondage, always feeks deli-

verance by the works of that law, which can do

nothing more than bring him to the knowledge

of fin, difcover to him the exceeding finfulnefs

of it, and the exceeding great punifhment which

it deferves ; by which means it is always nou-

rifliing the doubts and fears of unbelief. And
after the Lord has in a meafure removed them

by a clear difcovery of the falvation that is in

Jefus, and by the gift of faith, yet ftill this legal

fpirit will be trying to bring the foul into bond-

age
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age again to fear, apd it too often prevails.

Young believers find it the worft enemy they

have to deal with., It is a lly, fubtle foe, that

feems to intend tfiem a kindnefe, while it is alf

ways on the fide of their greateft enemy. It

would appear to thera to be aSluatcd by a zeal

for God, but it is to eclipfe the glory of the Lord

Chrift, to take away the all-fufficiency of his

falvation, and to rob them of their great joy and

peace in believing.

If any one fhould afk, how this legal fpirit

comes to have fuch power over mankind ? The

Icripture informs us,

Firft, that all men being God's creatures, are

tinder the law to him, bound to keep it, or

bound if they tranfgrefs to fufFer the threatened

pains and penalties. In this ftate man was cre-

ated, and in it all men are by nature, and there-

fore there is in us all a continual leaning to the

law, and a defire to attain righteoufnefs by the

works of it. We are all wedded to this way of

gaining God's favour. The apoftle fays, there is

a marriage union between us and tlie law, and

it, like an hufband, has dominion over us as long

as it liveth ; fo that we cannot be married to

Chrift, until that be dead wherein we were held.

You may fee this in the Jews. How does Mofes

labour to bring them off from an opinion of their

own righteoufnefs? And a greater than Mofes

has done the fame in his difcourfes againft the

fcribcs
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fcribes and pharifees : yea, the apoftles of our

Lord were forced to write and preach againft

this leaning to the law, it gave fuch difturbance

to the true difciples of Chrift. And notwith-

ftanding the fcripture arguments againft it, yet

we have great numbers among us, who feek for

a juftifying righteoufnefs by the works of the

law. And they are put upon feeking this.

Secondly, from their ignorance of the law.

They are not acquainted with its nature ; for it

demands what they cannot pay. It infifts upoii

an obedience, fpiritual, perfect and uninterrupt-

ed : for the leaft offence, if but in thought, it

comes with its fearful fentfence, Curfed is every

cm, who mitinueth not in all things, that are written,

in the book of the law to do them. On him who
does not continue in all things, and not one man
ever did, this fentence takes place, and if h«

was to live a thoufand years he could not do any

thing to repeal it. The law will always be to

him the miniftration of condemnation, and the

miniftration of death, and tiiat is all it can do

for him. It provides no remedy, and gives him

no hope, but leaves hirii condemned to the fidl

and to the fecoiid death j and yet fuch is the

blindnefs of the finner, that he will be ftill lean-

ing to the law, and afraid to tmft wholly to the

righteoufnefs of Chrift ; and this arifes,

Thirdly, From his ignorance of Chrift's righ-

teoufnefs, which is infinitely perfect, and wanti

no
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no works of the law to be joined with it in the

juftifying of a finner : becaufe it is the righte-

oufnefs of God, wrought out by the God-man

for his people, and it is the righteoufnefs of

faith, they receive it by faith without works ; fo

that it is direftly oppofite to the righteoufnefs of

a legal fpirit. Hence we have many among us,

great profeflbrs too, who are ignorant of God's

righteoufnefs ; they have not been entirely

brought off from a legal bottom, and there-

fore they talk of being juftified without a juftify-

ing righteoufnefs, which if God was to do, he

would be unrighteous, and which as he has de-

clared he will not do, their fancied juftification

leaves them ftill in their fms. They dare not put

their whole truft and confidence in the righte-

oufnefs of Chrift imputed unto finners, and made

theirs by faith. They have many fears about im-

puted righteoufnefs, altho' the apoftle has not

fcrupled to mention it eleven times in one chap-

ter, Rom. iv. and thefe fears make them read the

fcripture with fuch prejudice that they fay they

cannot find the exprelTion, faith in the righteouf-

nefs of Chrifl in all the Bible. They may find the

fenfe of the expreflion in Mofes and in all the

prophets, and the very words in 2 Pet. i. i.

Simon Peter a fervant and an apoftle of Jefus

Chrift to them who have obtained like precious

faith with us in, the Greek is e/?, in the righte-

©ufnefs of God and our Saviour Jefus Chrift,

- Here
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Here is faith in the righteoiifnefs of Chrift, with

feveral glorious titles to recoiYimend it, namely,

it is the righteoiifnefs of God, of God our Savi-

our, of Jefus Chriih From whence can men's

oppofition to this way of juftification arife, but

from their not being convinced by the Spirit of

God of the necellity of Chrift's righteoufnefs ? It

is his peculiar office to convince of this truth.

No teaching but his can do it. O that he may

do it in the hearts of thofe, who out of a zeal

for God, though not according to knowledge,

cclipfe the glory of tlie Lord, and rob affli6ted

confciences of their comfort by oppofing im-

puted righteoufnefs ! It is a righteoufnefs of fo

high and heavenly a nature, wrought out by ano-

ther, and fo wonderful a Perfon, is beftowed as

a free gift upon the chief of fmners, whereby

alone they obtain remiffion of their fins, and are

made partakers of the kingdom of heaven, and

they receive it by faith only without works,

which a legal fpirit always wants to mix with

it, that no one could ever believe in it, unlefs it

were given him from above. May it be given

to thofe profeflbrs who cannot yet fubmit to the^

righteoufnefs of Chrift to fee their want of it,

and with the heart to believe in it unto falva-

tion.

Reader, haft thou not found what an enemy

this legal fpirit is to thy peace and joy, and how
it is always inclining thee to fomc felf-righteouf-
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nefs, liiro' thy ignorance of the righteoufnefs of*

the law, and of the righteoufnefs of faith ? And
wouldft thou gladly be delivered from it? Know ,

then that nothing can fubdue it, but the bring-

ing into thy confcience a better hope from a bet-

ter righteoufnefs, than that of the law, and when
thou art enabled to plead it there againft all the

charges of fin and fatan, then thou wilt ftand

fall in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made
thee free. His is a better righteoufnefs, it is in-

finitely perfeft and everlafting, even the righte-

oufnefs of God ; by faith- in this righteoufnefs

thou fliait be faved from the law, and fhalt re-

ceive remiffion of fins, through it the Father doth

accept thee and give thee the Spirit of his Son

to lead and comfort and fan£iify thee, he doth

love thee and blefs thee, as his dear child, mak-

ing all things work together under him. for thjr

good, and keeping thee by his mighty power

thro' faith unto falvation : fo that in and on ac-

count of this righteoufnefs thou fhalt be faved

from all the evils of fin, and receive all fpiritual

bleflings in earth and heaven. And this thou

fhalt have freely, without any merit, or work of

the law : for this righteoufnefs comes wholly by

grace, and is for thee a finner, as fuch, and is to

juftify thee from the condemnation of the law,

to turn its curfes into bleffings, and its threaten-

ed punifhments into happinefs. And this it can

do for thee perfectly and everlaftingly, fo that

3 being
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being found in this rightcoufnefs, there is no

grace promifed in time, or glory in eternity, but

it fliall be thine. The Lord God promifes them

to thee in the fulleft and frecft manner, to thee,

without any exception or liuiitation, being a ful-

ner, and ungodly, though one of the vileft and

bafeft, yet to thee, as fuch, is the word of this

falvation fent. And it will be all thine in the

comfortable enjoyment of it, thro' believing.

Thou art to bring nothing to recommend thee,

but that thou art a fenfible Tinner, and thy right

and title to a finillied falvation is clear from the

warrant of God's word, when thou believeft with

thy heart in the righteoufnefs of Chrift. The
divine command is, believe on the Lordjejus Chrift:

the promife is, whofoever believeth in him, fliall

not perifli, fliall receive remiflion of fins, fliall be

juftificd from all things, fliall have everlaft:ing

life. Why then dofl: thou lean to works, fince

falvation is by faith ? Why doll thou difquiet thy-

felf about attaining the righteoufnefs of the law,

and thereby fuffer the law to difl:urb the peace

of thy confcience, fince thou haft a far better

rightcoufnefs, which ought to reign there, eveiv-

the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith ? For

thou art a believer, and although a weak one,

yet thou haft as good a title to Chrift and his

righteoufnefs as the ftrongeft believer in the

world : becaufe thy right comes from the free

grant of the word of grace, and is apprehended

Vol. I. D by
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by faith, by which all things are become thine.

Thou art an heir of them all by faith in Chrift

Jefus. O, thou of little faith, why then doft

thou doubt? Remember, how highly thou diflio-

noureft the infinite love and free falvation of

Jefus, and how much thou robbeft thy own foul

of its peace, and of its growth in grace, by thy

weak and little faith. Think upon thefe things,

and intrcat the Author and Finiflier of the faith

to ftrengthen it in thy foul.

But perhaps thou wilt fay, How fliall I fo live

upon Chrift with my weak faith that it may grow

ftronger, and I may get the better of my legal

fpirit ? Here is the remedy ; may it be to thee

effeflual ! The fcripture direfts thee to look at

Chrift God-man as thy furety, who far thee has

wrought out a finiftied falvation, and Tvhatever

he has promifed in his word relating to this fal-

vation, thou art to truft him for the making of

it good, and to depend upon his faithfulnefs and

power to make it good to thee. Whatever there-

fore he has done and fuffered to fave thee from

the curfe of the law, and from the fpirit of bond-

age, and to make thee free with the liberty of the

children of God, thou art to live upon him for

thefe bleffings, and by faith to be always receiv-

ing them from him in the fullcft and largcft mea-

furc, that he promifes them to thee. Look not

into thyfelf tlien for any qualification, but look

unto Jefus ; that thou mayeft experience more of

c thzt
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that liberty wherewith he hath made thee free,

and mayeft be no longer a babe unflcilful in the

word of righteoufnefs. Hear what he fays. If

the Son fliall make you free ye fliall be free in-

deed, free from the law of fin and death, free

from condemnation at the bar of God, and be-

ing freed from the bondage of corruption ye

(hall be brought into the glorious liberty of the

children of God, heirs of God, and joint heirs

with Chrift. This is the freedom Avhich God
promifes thee : it is very extenfive, has many no-

ble privileges, and vaft bleflings. By faith all

is thine. See how perfectly believers have re-

ceived all, and may thy faith be like theirs.

Rom. viii. 15. dffr. " Ye have not received the

" fpirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have

" received the fpirit of adoption, whereby we
" pray, Abba, Father. The Spirit itfelf bear-

" eth witnefs to our fpirits, that we are the

children of God, and if children then heirs,

*' heirs of God and joint heirs with Chrift." Ob-

ferve what is here faid of the believing Romans,

and by faith thou flialt experience the fame, as

perfedly as they did.

1. They were freed from the fpirit of bondage,

under which they once had laboured :

2. They were fo freed as to be under it no

more; they were not to fear again, as hereto-

fore : for

D 2 3. They
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3. They had received the Spirit of adoption,

and he gave them the evidence of their fonfliip.

Upon whiclt,

4. They believed God was their reconciled

Father, and they had boldnefs and aceefs to hira

with confidence. And therefore,

5. They lived in light and walked in love, like

his children and heirs, who were to abide in his

houfe for ever.

See alfo what great freedom the Galatians had,

chap. iv. 4,,^£5'r."God fent forth his Son made of a

*' woman,, made under the law, to redeem them
" that were under the law, that we might receive

" the adoption of fons. And becaufe ye are

" fons God hath fent forth the Spirit of his Son

" into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father : where-

" fore thou art no more a fervant, but a fori-,

" and if a fon, then an heir of God thro' Chrift."

O what treafures of grace and confolation are

there in this fcripture, tending to fubdue thy le-

gal fpirit. Confider fome of them.

I All men having broken the law, and being

iMider the curfe of it, Chrift was made un-der the

law, that the law might reach him as the furety

of his people, accordingly,

2. By his obedience to the precepts, and by

his fuffering the penalties of the law, he redeem-

ed his people, who were under the law ; fo

that,

3. They
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3. They are no longer in bondage to it, but

being made free, and having received the adop-

tion of fons,

4. They have the fpirit of liberty fent into

their hearts to witnefs to them/ that Chrift ful-

filled the law for them ; and,

5. That the Father loves them, as his dear

children, and they love him and ferve him with-

out fear, crying to him, Abba, Father ;

6. Wherefore they are no longer fervants in

bondage to any one, but are made free indeed,

being now the fons of God through faith in

Chrift Jefus. And,

7. If fons, then heirs of God, and free to in-

herit whatever he has promifed to give his chil-

dren in earth and heaven.

Thefe and many more arguments arc contain-

ed in this one fcripture, tending to fubdue thy

legal fpirit, and to bring thee to live more com-

fortably by faith upon Chrift, who, as thy furety,

has fully kept the law for thee in his life and

dcati:. Thou art to confider thyfelf now, not

under the law, but under grace, and therefore

abfolutely free from the condemning power of

the law. This thou muft maintain againft all

the carnal reafonings of thy legal fpirit, Chrift is

my law fulfiller. And thou wilt glorify him for

redeeming thee from under the law, and wilt

live in fweet peace in thine own confcience,

while thou kccpeft faft hold of this moft blefled

and

\
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and eternally precious truth. May all thy read-

ing and prayer, and the ufe of all means help

thee to grow in the knowledge and experience

of it.

There is a very ftrong bias and leaning in

weak believers to a legal fpirit, which ought to

make them read fuch promifes as I have been

mentioning over and over again, that God may
thereby en.courage them to maintain the liberty

which he liath given them in Chrift Jefus, and

to ftand faft in it againft the frefli attacks of the

devil and unbelief. They fliould be always jea-

ous over themfclvcs, and watchful againft their

enemies : bccaufe, after they have in a truly

gofpel and evangelical way through grace got

their legal fpirit fubdued, yet if it be not in the

fame way kept fubdued, it will break out with

more power than ever, and will be likely to

bring them into bondage again to fear. And
this may, and I have known it often happen

;

after they had obtained fome great vidtories over

it, and finding it not ftir for fome time, they

flattered themfelves they fhould have but little

trouble with it any more. Thus they were

drawn off their guard, which gave room to their

legal fpirit to exert itfelf again with vigour.

Thisfurprifed the weak believers, put them upon

reafoning and doubting, whether all had been

right with them before ; and fo at the very time

when they fliould have taken the fliield of faith, and

fliould
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iliould have been making ufe of it, they were

queftioning whether they had any, which left

them unarmed in the midft of their enemies, an

eafy prey to every temptation ; but an invifible

power kept them fafe, although they were not

comfortable in themfelves.

For the encouragement of perfons in this cafe,

that they may prefently recover themfelves out

of the fnare of the devil, they fliould obferve,

I. What the fcripture fays of a legal fpirit, de-

fcribing it to be one of the members of their cor-

rupt nature, one of the affeftions of the flefh,

which will never be quite dead, while the

breath is in their bodies. It is an enemy that

will be always fighting againft the Holy Spirit

:

for they are direftly contrary the one to the

other, and therefore believers muft not dream

of any fach vi6tory as leaves no more fighting,

but muft expert flaarp battles with their legal

fpirit as long as- ever they live. And,

Secondly, The fame means, by which they

formerly obtained victory muft be made ufe of

again. As often as the legal fpirit is tempting,

Chrift's ftrength muft be oppofed to it, and his

ftrength muft be brought into the foul by faith-

in his righteoufnefs, as it is written, Ifa. xlii. 24.

" Surely fliall one fay, in the Lord have I righte-

" oufnefs and ftrength." Righteounefs comes

firft and is eftablilhed in the confcience, that

it may be pleaded and maintained there againft-

aU
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all the charges and accufations of the law. And
as often as thefe arife afrefli, ftill they muft be

anfwered and filenced with this plea—In the

Lord Chrift have I righteoufnefs, he is my law-

fulfiller, and I depend upon his promifed ftrength

to make me ftand fafl: in that liberty wherewith

he hath made me free. And the foul muft not

only thus quiet and ftay itfelf by faith upon the

righteoufnefs and ftrength of Chrift for victory

over the prefent temptation, but muft alfo.

Thirdly, continually do this : becaufe there is

in our nature a continual oppofition to it. The

experience of which is the believer's fafety.

The abiding fenfe of his being naturally inclined

to lean to legal dependences, and therefore his

want of Chrift every moment to juftify him by

his righteoufnefs, and to keep him by his

ftrength, will be the fureft way to prevent his

falling into bondage : for this will keep him very

jealous over himfelf, and will ftiew him the ne-

ceflity of living out of himfelf for righteoufnefs

and ftrength, and while he liveth upon Chrift

for thefe by faith he ftiall not be overcome by

any enemy.

The glory of the incarnate God, and his infi-

nite fufficiency to favc, have not a greater enemy

than a legal fpirit, and therefore I have enlarged

upon this point, that believers might be con-

vinced from the word of God they were faved

from the condemnation of the law. They will

never
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never live comfortably till they fee the law dead

and buried, and then willingly give up them-

felves to be efpoufed to Chrift, who will make

them free indeed. And when they have learned

of him to enjoy and walk in their chriftian liber-

ty, then they will be better acquainted with the

warfare between nature and grace, the old man
and the new, the flefli and the fpirit, which war-

fare is the

Fourth great hindrance, that flops the growth

of faith in weak believers. They are unfkilful

in it, foon tired of it, and often likely to be de-

feated. They do not enter into the battle ftrong

in the Lord and in the power of his might, nor

are they certain if they fall in battle, they fhall

be faved with an eternal falvation. Thefe are

ffreat difcouraijcmcnts, and until thefe be re-

moved, they cannot fight the good fight of faith,

like good foldicrs of Chi-ift Jefus.

fhe cafe is thus. There is in every believer

an old man, and a new man, nature and grace,

flefli and fpirit, and thefe are oppofite and con-

trary the one to the other in their principles and

aiStions : they are always defuing different

things, and purfuing different ends, which occa-

fions a continual war between them. The flefli

luflcth always againft: the fpirit, and has many

and mighty allies on its fide, armies of lufls, the

faculties of foul and body to bring forth fin, hoflis

of fallen angels, and all the world that layeth in

Avickednefs.
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wickednefs. But the rtew man rcneweti in the

fpirit of his mind has a reconciled God on his

fide, and therefore he need not fear what any

enemy can do unto him, but may bravely face

the ftouteft of them, even death itfelf, relying

upon that fure word of promife, / will never leave

thee nor forjake thee. Here is the believer's en-

Gouragemenl to fight, his God will never leave

him. Here he obtains vi61ory every day, his

God never forfakes him : and after he has fought

the good fight of faith, his God and Saviour will

make him more than conqueror : he will fend

death to kill fin. And then the believer will

never more have temptation from it, nor forrow

about it. But till that happy time come he muft

be fighting againft his corrupt nature and all its

allies. No peace can be made with them, not

even a truce. He muft expe£l no kind of favour

from them : becaufe they are God's irreconcile-

able enemies, and therefbire as long as he is in

the world, he muft be fighting againft the world,

as kxng as he has a btfdy of fleili, he muft oppofe

it with it's affedioDS and lufts, becaufe they war

againft the foul, and as long as he is in the reach

of temj>tation he muft oppofe the tempter, fted-

faft in the faith, laever putting oflf his armour,

until the Lord give him adifcharge.

The belicA'er's peace-within-, and viftory with-

otit, are clofely connected with the clear under-

^liding of this cafe, and altho' I have ftated it

from
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from the word of God, and agreeably to the

fenfe m which the church of God has always in-

interpreted it, yet for its more full confirmation

fome tcftimonies muft be brought, which fpeak

to the very point ; firft, to the believer's having

in him an old man and a new; fecondly, that

thefe two are at war ; and thirdly, that they fight

together till death.

Firft, The apcllle fays to the faints at Ephefus,^

chap. iv. 22, <Sjc. " put off the old man, put on
" the new." Mind, the fame perfons had both

in them an old man, corrupt according to his

deceitful lufts, daily to be put off, and a new
man to be put on, and renewed day by day in

the fpirit of his mind. The old man is defcribed

to have a body of fin with all his members, his

affections and lufts; thefe muft not be obeyedj'

but mortified. " Let not fin reign in your mor-
" tal body that ye flioald obey it in the lufts.

" thereof, neither yield ye your members as in-

" ftruments of unrighteaufnefs unto fin," Rom. vi.

12, 13. The faints at Rome had fin in them,

and it wanted to reign as it liad done heretofore

in the lufts thereof, but, .

Secondly, They were not to obey them.'

There was in them a new man, who' was to fight

againft thofe fleftily lufts which war againft the

foul. " The flefli lufteth againft the fpirit, and
" the fpirit againft the flefli, and thefe are eon-

" trary the one to the other, fo that ye eann6t-

" do
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" do the things that ye would." Gal.v.iy. Here

is battle between two, the flefli the whole nature

of the old man, and the fpirit of the new man
born again of the fpirit ; the caufe of it is, the

one wills what the other hates, each wants to

cany his own will into execution, and thefe be-

ing contrary the one to the other, they fight for

maftery ; in the battle, the flefii, the old man is

defeated, and the fpirit working in the new man

conquers, and this lulling and fighting is in one

and the fame perfon, in him who is faid to be

not under the law, to be led by the fpirit, and

to live and to walk in the fpirit. In Roni. viii. 7.

the apoftle calls the fiefli the carnal mind, and

he fays, " It is enmity againft God : for it is

" not fubjefl: to the law of God, neither indeed

can be ;" fince it is enmity itfelf there is no re-

conciling it, it will not, nay it cannot obey God,

but is ever luffing and rebelling againft his law.

The nature of the battle is defcribed at length

in Rom. vii. The chapter confifts of three parts,

firft, the believer's liberty from the law to ver. 6.

fecondly, he anfwers fome objeftions made againft

the law from its nature and properties, and that

in his own perfon, becaufe it had been the means

of bringing him to the right knowledge of fin,

ver. 7. and fin being difcovered by the law thro'

the corruption of nature, raged and rebelled the

more in him, ver. 8. and the law had made him

fenfible of God's anger againft fin, and of his

deferving
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deferving death and hell for it, ver. 9. to 14,

and from thence to the end of the chapter he de-

fcribcs the confli6l between the old man and the

new, the one confenting to the law, and the

other refifting the law. In this confliSl there

were three iliarp attacks, in the firfi: he found in

himfelf two contrary principles of aftion always

rcfifling each other, the old man fighting againft

the new, from ver. 14 to 18 ;
fecondly, when

the will of the new man was good, thro' the

oppofition of the old man, it had not the defired

effect, ver. 19, 203 and thirdly, he felt in him-

felf two contrary laws, both requiring obedience,

the law of the members warring and rebelling

againft the law of God written in the renewed

mind : for no fooner did his mind, guided by

the Holy fpirit, fet about any thing which God's

law commanded, but he found the law of the

members making a ftrong refiftance. This, he

groaned under as an heavy burden, and was

humbled for it before God, expefting pardon

from him and victory every day, and perfect de-

liverance at laft.

I cannot enlarge upon this chapter. Turn to

it, and read it over upon the plan which I have

here laid down, remembering all along, that St.

Paul is defcribing himfelf. He ten times fays it

is himfelfhe is fpeaking of, from ver. 7. to ver. 14.

where he is fliewing of what ufe the law had

been to him, when he was firft convinced of fin,

2 1 ind
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and from thence to the end he mentions himfelf

thirty-eight times. / the apoftle Paul, / myfelf,

my very felf, and not another ; I myfelf am^ now,

at this prefent, at the very time of v^riting this

;

/ myjdf vv^hom the law of the fpirit of life in

Chrift Jefus hath made free from the law of fin

and death ; I myfelf to whom now there is no

condemnation, for I am in Chrift Jefus, and I

walk after the Spirit, am ftilf at war with fin that

dwelleth in me, with the old man, with the fleOi,

with the law of the members, with the body of

fin. Altho' I have a new nature, and God is on

my fide, yet it is a hard and a fliarp battle. I

find it fo. The length of it makes it ftill more

painful, and forces me to cry out, " O wretched

" man that I am, who fliall deliver me from the

" body of this death?" Paul was not out of

God's favour, or accurfed, but as the word reor-

dered wretched means, he was weary and tired

with this continual fighting, troubled with the

filthy motions of fin rifing and ftriving and re-

belling in him, and giving him no reft ; this was

fuch a hard warfare, that he was ever looking

out and praying, " Who fliall deliver me r" He
ineant wholly, perfe£lly, deliver me from this

corruption. He fighcd for it, not becaufe he

doubted of an abfolute deliverance, but becaufe

he had fure and certain hope of it ; not becaufe

he was ignorant who his deliverer was, but be-

cSufc he had ftedfaft faith in him. " Thanks be

« to
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« to God through Jefus Chrift." Tliis com-

forted him, and kept him fighting on with

courage. He knew that he (hould gain the vic-

tory, and thro' Chrift, not thro' his own virtues

or works, but thro' faith in the life and death,

in the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift, he

lliould at laft be more than conqueror.

Since this was the cafe with the apoftle, who

can expect a difcharge from this warfare, until

death ? What ! favs one, is it to continue fo

long ? Yes. The fcripture is very clear to this

point, as I was thirdly to fhew.

The feat of the corruption of the old man of

of the flefti is not only in our nature, but is alfo

our very nature itfelf That which is born of

the flcfli is fle(h, altogether carnal and corrupt.

It is a filthy fountain always fending forth im-

pure ftreams ; and therefore while the believer

is in the body, he muft either be fighting againfl

the ficfli, or elfe be led captive by it. We that

are, fays Pan/, in this tabernacle of flefh, do

groan, being burdened with fin and forrow. And
when did they expefl an end of their groaning,

and reft from their burdens ? Not till the ta-

bernacle was diifolved by death. Ourfelves, fays

he, who have the firft fruits of the fpirit, even we
ourfelves groan within ourfelves waiting for the

adoption, to wit, the redemption of oui body.

The body will be redeemed from the- grave, and

raifed like the glorious body of Jefus Chriftj this

is
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is promifed, and this we wait for, and until death

deliver us from this mortal corruptible body, we
fhall be groaning under the burden of it. This

was St. P^k/'s cafe. He had long fighed to be

difcharged from his warfare, and like an old

weary tired foldier, he wifhed the hard tedious

campaign was ended, that he might enter into

reft ; but hear with what joy he at laft cries out,

" I have fought the good fight." Have fought

it? What! is the battle over? Yes, juft over.

—

" I am now ready to be offered, and the time of

** my departure is at hand—I have finifhed mr
*\ courfe."—My battle and my life are finifhed

together, and fo muft thine, reader : Thou art

to refift unto blood ftriving againft fin : for thou

art called to fight the good fight of faith, until

thou lay hold of eternal life. Since thou art a

believer, however weak, and haft a new man in

thee, as well as an old, they will be fighting

againft each other, till thou finifli thy courfe.

And if this difcourage thee, confidcr what God

has fpoken concerning this warfare, and what

exceeding great and. precious promifcs he has

made to them who are engaged in it. He has pro-

mifed to pardon thofe corruptions ofthe old man,

to fubdue them, and to deliver thee from the

very being of them. Canft thou defire more ?

Mark well what he fays to thee, and be not

faithlefs but believing.

Firft,
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Firft, altho' the believer has an old man cor-

rupt according to the deceitful lufls, always

warring againft the new man, yet the Lord God

has promifed a free and a full pardon ;
becaufe

he has imputed fin, all thy fin, to the Son of his

love, who bore it in his own body upon the tree.

After the apoftle in Rom. vii. had defcribed the

battle between them, he makes this inference,

" There is therefore now no condemnation to

" them who are in Chrift Jefus,"—to them who

are in Chrift, united by faith as members to him

their head, and thereby partakers of his righte-

oufnefs, there is now while they are fighting

againft their corruptions no condemnation

;

" For, fays he, the law of the fpirit of life in

" Chrift Jefus hath made me free from the law

" of fin and of death," Rom. viii. 2. Thefe

words demonftrate, that Paid was fpeaking of

himfelf in the 7th chapter. Altho' he had the

corruption of nature ftill in him, and was fight-

ing againft it, yet being in Chrift by faith he was

made free from the guilt and punifhment due to

it, therefore he had, and every believer fliall

have, a full pardon. In confequence of which.

Secondly, he fliall fubdue the corruptions of

the old man. This is promifed and fliall be

made good. The Lord encourages beh'evers to

oppofe the reign of fin in their mortal body, and

not to obey it in the lufts thereof, with this pro-

mife--" Sin fliall not have dominion over you,"

Vol. L E Rom,
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Rom. vi. 14. Ye are under grace, and grace is al-

mighty to fubdue fin: becaufe it is atoned for.

In like manner he fays to the Galatians v. 16.

" Walk in the fpirit, and ye fliall not fulfil the

" lufts of the flcfli." Ye fhall not fulfil them

either in word or deed. The lufts of the fiefli

will be in you, but not one of them lhall reign

over you : the fpirit of Jefus will teach you to

refill, and enable you to overcome them, yea to

crucify and mortify them day by day. And be-

fides this the Lord has promifed

Thirdly, deliverance from the very being of

thy corruptions. The time is coming, \vhen they

fhall not exifl in the believer, nor any more be

fuffered to tempt him. He fhall be made holy

and blamelefs, without fpot or wrinkle of fm or

any fuch thing. In this pcrfeft ftate the Father

now fees him, and accepts him in the beloved,

and after death admits the foul into his prefence

cleanfed with the blood, cloathed with the

rightcoufnefs, adorned with the graces of his

dear Son ; and body, foul and fpirit fliall be in this

perfe£t ftate in the day of our Lord Jefus Chrift

—they fhall be unblameable in holinefs before

God, even our father, at the coming of our

Lord Jefus Chrift with all his faints. It doth not

yet appear how great a perfeftion of holinefs this

will be, but we know that when he fliall appear

we fhall then be like him ; for we fliall fee him

as he is.

Such
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Such arc the divine promifes. And doft thou

not fee from hence, reader, what great things thou

art to expe£l: in thy prefent warfare ? If thou

fayeft, How Hi all I attain all that is promifed ?

Know that it is to come to thee by faith. Chrifl:

arid all that he has is thine upon believing, and

particularly a free pardon for indwelling fin, as

well as for any other. Confider him as thy

furety God-man taking thy fins and fufferings

upon himfelf to fdve thee from them. By his

life and death he has obtained full falvation,

which he gives to thee freely. And thou haft re-

ceived it. Thou canft not deny but thou art a

believer, and it is written—" All that believe are

" juftified from all things," from the corruption

of their nature, as well as the corruptions of

their lives. Know then, that there is no con-

demnation to thee. The Judge himfelf fays fo.

And when he acquits, who fliall lay any thing to

thy charge ? Here thou muft hold through the

power of the Lord, if thou wouldeft have thy

fpiritual warfare fuccefsfully conduced. Abide

by the fentence of God, and keep condemnation

out of thy confcience. Have it ready to plead

againft all charges from whatever quarter they

come, that Chrift hath made me free from the

law of fin and of death.

Here I muft refer thee back to what l.-'? been

faid concerning Chrift and his finiflied falvation.

Thou now feeft how necelTary it is thou fliouldeft

E 2 be
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be well eftabliflied in the belief of his Godhead,

and the infinite fufficiency of his falvation ; fo

that he is both able and willing to fave thee

from all thy lins, and all the mifery due to them,

and to beftow upon thee eternal happinefs, and

to bring thee by his almighty power fafe to tfie

eternal enjoyment of it. All this he will give

thee, not for working but in believing. I en-

treat thee therefore to read again and again,

what has been before faid upon thefe fubje£ls,

and the good Lord help thee to apply it to thy

prefent cafe, that thou mayeft be fully aflured

thou art in Chrift, and that there is no condem-

nation to thcc.

But perhaps thou art ready to fay—Stcdfaftly

do I believe all this ; but I do not find fuch vic-

tory over my corruptions as I could wifh, nay I

think at times they rage more than ever. Here

thou forgetteft the Lord thy ftrength. Thou doft

not make ufe of him, and therefore thou faileft.

The woman with the bloody iflTue grew worfe

and worfe, till llie went to Chrift : fo wilt thou.

Why is it given thee to know Chrift in the

fpirit, but that ihou fliouklft go to him daily,

and plead his promife—Lord, thou haft declared

that fin fliall not have dominion over thy people,

I believe this word of thine carmot be broken;

and therefore helplefs in myfelf I rely upon thy

faithfulnefs to fave me from the dominion of

fuch and fuch a iin (as then tempts thee), Put

forth thy power, O Lord Chrift, and get thyfelf

I glory
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glory in fubduing my flefli with Its affeftions and

lufts. And then truft him to make his word

good, and wait the event. Sooner fhall heaven

and earth pafs away, than fin, any fin thus left

with Chrifl: to be fubducd fliall reign over thee.

If thou fayeft, I think 1 fcek for victory over

fin in no other way, and yet I do not attain it

fo completely, as I defire. Depend upon it thou

art under fome miftake : for Chrift is almighty

to fulfil every promife in its largeft fenfe and

fullell meaning, and there never was a believer

who could juftly charge him with the breach of

his word. Perhaps thou doft believe, that power

to fubdue fin comes from Chrifl:, and thou art

expefting it from him, but haft thou not fome

legal dependance, fome notion of thy own work-

ing together with him ? Search and fee. Doft

thou commit all to the Lord, who is to do all

and in ALL ? Is the whole battle left to him,

wifdom and courage, and armour, and ftrength,

and patience, and viftory, are all from the Lord?

If thou art not doing this fimply, thou art not

living by faith upon Chrift, but thou art fighting

in thine own ftrength, and depending upon

fome inherent ftock of grace, or knowledge, or

experience. While thefe proud fclfifli motives

put thee upon alking his help, he will not give

it thee : becaufe thou doft not wholly depend

upon him for it.

Or
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Or perhaps Chrift does not appear on thy fide,

becaufe thou art propofing fome wrong end.

Thou art working and ftriving againft fin to efta-

bhfli a righteoufnefs of thine own, which is to

be fome part of thine acceptance before God,

and thou haft been trying in thine own ftrength

to get thy corruptions quite fubdued, but they

were too ftrong for thee, and therefore now thou

art glad to make ufe of Chrift's help. And if he

would do the work for thee, then thou would'ft

have confidence in the flefh, and this thy fancied

holinefs would be the ground of thy rejoicing

before God. Is it not fo? If it be, thou wilt

never fucceed upon this plan, Chrift will not

give his glory to another, nor put the crown of

his gofpcl grace upon the head of thy legal de-

pendence.

Or perhaps thou art expecting from Chrift

what he has not promifed, fuch a victory over

thy corruptions, that they fhall not fight again

for fome time, or that they fhall be quite dead

and buried. And fo they fliall be in the Lord's

appointed time. But now he calls upon thee to

fight againft them, he provides thee armour for

that purpofe, even the whole armour of God j

and he requires thee to refift unto blood, ftriving

againft fin, promifing thee daily vi£tory. This

is thy prefent ftate of warfare. To this thou art

now called, and there is no djfcharge in this

war. O beware then, as thou loveft thy foul,

of
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of a falfe peace. Thou wilt be fadly deluded,

if thou ever fuppofefl tliat thy fighting is over,

before thy courfe be finiflied. The good fight of

faith muft continue till death : for till then, cor-

ruption being in thee, thou muft oppofe it, rely-

ing upon God for promifed viftory over it. He
is able to fave thee from the very being of it

now, as well as in heaven. But it is not his

mind and will. Here he will have thee to live

by faith, which is every moment to keep thee

dependent upon Chrift, or thou wilt fall. This

is to exalt his grace, and to fubdue thy felfifh

legal fpiritj to humble thy pride, to put thee

upon prayer and watchfulnefs, to make fm more

hateful, and heaven more defirable, and to fecurc

the glory of every victory to him, whofc ftrength

is perfefted in thy weaknefs. Thefe are fome

of his gracious purpofes in keeping thee conti-

nually dependent upon his ftrength ; and if he

has made thee willing to fight and conquer to

the praife of the glory of his grace, then thou

wilt experience that blefted promife—" fin fliall

" not have dominion over thee." And it will

not be long before fin fliall not have a being in

thee.

Reader, if thou haft fallen into thefe or any

other miltakes concerning the fubduing of thy

corruptions, mind what is written, and what is

promifed. Having firft received thro' faith in

the blood of Chrift the pardon of thy fin, then

as
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as one of his good foldiers thou art to fight againft

it all thy life. He being on thy fide promifes to

fubdue fin for thee. Without him thou canft do

nothing in this warfare, and therefore thy faith

refting on his promife is to wait the fulfilling of

it. He has given thee his word, that he will

ufe his almighty power for this purpofe. To
that word muft thou look, believing that Chrift

will bring thee viftory, continually, if thy faith

fail not, greater, as thy faith increafes, complete,

when the good fight of faith fliall be ended, and

thou flialt rell from thy labours. All this- he

ftands engaged to do, and his power is able to

fulfil his engagements, and thy faith will bring

thee happy experience of his power. When
corruptions rife, temptations are ftrong, enemies

numerous, dangers on every fide, that is the

time to glorify Chrifl:, by making ufe of his pro-

mifed ftrength. Then put thy trull in the Cap-

tain of thy falvation, and fear not. Look unto

Jefus, and look at nothing but him. The battle

is his. He will fight for thee, and thou fhalt

hold thy peace. Leave him to dire£l all, to do

all, and to finifh all relating to it ; and then,

as he can get all the glory, thou fhalt fee what

a falvation he will bring thee. O that thy faith

did but reach to the extent of his promifes !

How fuccefsful would be thy fpiritual warfare,

fuch viftories over thine enemies, corruptions

fo fubdued, the world fo crucified, fatan fo de-

feated.
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feated, as thou canft now fcarce believe ? The
Lord incrcafe thy faith. Look up to him for it;

becaufe as thy faith increafes, let the battle grow

hotter and hotter, thou wilt find thyfelf fafer,

and more reafon to give thanks to God thro*

Jefus Chrift thy Lord.

For want of attending to the important truths

already confidered, and of bringing them into

conftant ufe and exercife, yomig believers are

liable to fall into another great miftake, which

keeps their faith weak, and ftops its growth,

namely, a hearkening to fenfe, and trufting to

its reports, which is the fifth general head I pur-

pofe to confider.

They are fecking to be eftabliflied, and they

think, that they fliould have no doubt of their

being true believers, if they had but the tcfti-

mony of fenfe, and comfortable feelings to affure

them of it. And being ufed to judge in this way
in other matters, for it is our ftrongeft evidence

in natural things, they are difpofed to expe£l: the

fame in fpiritual ; and they are the rather dif-

pofed to it, becaufe fenfible comforts are pro-

niifed in fcripture : which being; very de/irable

and pleafing to nature, they are apt to covet

them too much, and from not regarding what

the fcripture fays about tliem, they are apt to

feek them in a wrong way, and for a wrong-

end. Senfe judges from what it fees, and draws

its inferences from what it feels : fo that its re-

port
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port to the confcience, either of a believer's

ftate, or of his growth in it, is not from un-

changeable things, which would fettle the con-

fcience in peace, but from changeable things,

which leave room for continual doubting. Senfe

alfo looks at the fruits of faith more than at the

objeft of it, and if the believer has been milled,

and taught to confound thefe two together, he

will be at great uncertainty in judging of his

(late : for inftead of making the word of God,

he will make his comforts the ground of his

faith, and as thefe are more or lefs, fo will his

faith be. When he has comfortable feelings,

then he will think himfelf a believer, and when

he has none, then he will think himfelf an un-

believer, changing his judgment of himfelf, as

his feelings do, like the wind, and varying as

his comforts do, like the weather. This is a

common cafe. I have feen the fad effects of it

in the lives of many of my acquaintance, who
from being taught thus to judge of themfelves,

were toft about for feveral years, up and dovv'n,

now comforted, then doubting, and could not

get any folid eftablifhment, till the Word and

Spirit of God convinced them, that fenfe was

not to be the ground of their believing, nor the

obje£l to which they were to look. Senfe judges

by feeling, and reports what it fees. Senfe fays,

now I am in the favour of God : for I feel it.

Now he is my God : for I find him fo, I am
comforted.
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comforted. Now he demonftrates it to me : for

I feel nearnefs to him in prayer, and fweet an-

/wers. Now I am fure my duties and fervices

are acceptable : for 1 am quite lively in them,

and. I come from them with warm affe£tions.

Now I cannot doubt : for I feel the affurance of

his love to me. And when fenfe has loil: thofe

comfortable feelings, then it draws contrary in-

ferences—Now I am not in the favour of God

:

for I don't feel it. Now he is not my God ; for

T don't find him fo, I am not comforted, &:c.

What can be the iiluc of this, but continual

wavering and changing ? For our feelings are

fometimes more, fometimes lefs, as every be-

liever experiences. What an unfettled ftate then

muft he be in, who has no way to judge of

himfelf, but by thofe changeable things ? What
room does he leave for continual doubting, and

what trouble and mifery does he thereby bring

upon himfelf, as well as dilhonour, to the un-

cliangeablenefs of God in his nature and pro-

mifes ?

If the poor weak believer fhould fay, I am
convinced of this, and I fliould be glad to have

my faith fo fixed, that I might be freed from

doubts and fears. Then let it refl upon the

word of God, which is the only ground of be-

lieving, and is therefore called the word of faith,

upon which faith is built, and by which it is

nouriihed and grows up. The believer fliould

2 receive
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receive and rely upon what God hath fpoken,

and becaufe he hath fpoken it : for his word

changeth not. It abideth the fame for ever;

therefore what it truly reports, ftands upon an

immoveable rock. Senfe and feeling may report

things contrary to it, but the believer can filence

them with God has fpoken it : for his taith has

evidence of things not feen, and he does not

form his judgement by the things which are feen,

but by the things which are not feen. Generally

fpeaking faith judges the very contrary to what

fenfe does, and will not believe what fenfe per-

ceives. Abraham againft hope believed in hope,

fo do all his children. They believe the pardon

of fin, victory over fin, and the death of fin, the

immortality of the body, tho' crumbled to duft

and atoms, the fecond coming of Chrift, and the

eternal ftate of happinefs or mifery. Faith looks

at God's word, calling the things which be not,

as tho' they were, and is commonly forced to

contradift fenfe. Senfe judges from what it

fees—Faith from what God fays. Senfe is go-

verned by what appears—Faith by what God

fays (hall be. Senfe looks inward—Faith looks

outward. Faith can anfwer the fceming contra-

diftions, which fenfe oppcfes to it, from the

word of God which cannot be broken. And

when fenfe is ready to defpair, and all its fine

frames and feelings are gone, then it is the be-

liever's happy privilege ftill to truft in the Lord,

and
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and to have a good hope becaufe of the word of

his grace.

But perhaps thou art ready to fay, it is writ-

ten, that there is great joy and peace in believ-

ing, yea, joy unfpeakable and full of glory.

True, thefe are what faith produces, and not

what it is. Thefe are the fruits of faith, which

it brings forth in moft abundance from the inex-

hauftible fulnefs of Jefus. The more fimple the

believer is, the mere he eyes Chrift the objeft of

faith, and the word the ground of faith, the

more clear and diftinft will the actings of his

faith be, and confequently it will bring greater

peace into the confcience, and more joy into the

afFe6tions. But ftill thefe fruits are not faith ; no

more than the fruit is the tree. The fruits do

not go before faith, but follow it, and grow

from it. This is God's order. He gives us his

word to be the ground of our believing, and by

believing all things promifed in the word are

made ours, then we go on comfortably, and are

happy ; but when fenfe is put in the place of

the word, then the confequcnce is, that weak

believers have got a changeable rule to judge of

themfelves by, which hinders them from being

eftablilhed in believing, and flom attaining the

promifed peace and joy.

Some may begin to obje61, what ! are you

againft all lively frames, and fenfible comforts ?

No,
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No, God forbid. I would have them fprlng

from the right caufc, that they miglit be more

pure and fixed, than they commonly are. God's

word and promifes are an unchangeable founda-

tion to reft upon, even when fenfible feelings

are gone ; becaufe Chrift revealed in the word,

and laid hold of in the promifes, changeth not.

Therefore, reader, for thine own fake and for

the glory of God, take heed what thou buildeft

thy faith upon. Beware of making any thing,

that fenfe reports to thee, the ground of it, but

reft it upon that which abideth for ever. The

word of God is a fare foundation. It will never

fail thee. Thou ma} eft fafely depend upon it,

becaufe it cannot be broken, and ftedfaftly rely

upon Chrift to make its promifes good to thee.

There's thy objeft. Look at him. And fince

he is thine, thy Saviour and thy God, make ufe of

him as fuch, and truft body and foul, and all

things belonging to them in his hands, and

among the reft, thy comforts. Be content he

fbould give them to thee as feemeth him good.

Set not thy heart upon them, nor follow him, as

the multitude did for the fake of his loaves and

fifties, and the dainties that he gave them, who
when thefe were with-held, foon forfook their

kind Bcnefaftor. Thou art by faith to make up

all thy happinefs in him, and in him only ; and

he himfelf being thine, let him give thee or take

away
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away what he will befides, thou haft enough.

What ! is not this comfort enough, that thou haft

got the pearl of great price, the infinitely rich, in-

eftimably precious Jefus? Who has the wifdom of

God to contrive what is beft for thee, boundlefs

love to difpofe him, and almighty power to

enable him to give it thee, and he has promifed

it ; canft thou defire more ? Walk then with him

by faith, and not by fight. When the word of

God is the ground of thy faith, which refts there

and is grown to a fixed fettlement, then thou

wilt be enabled to go on comfortably, whatever

thy frames and feelings be ; yea, when thefe are

at the loweft ebb, thou wilt not be thereby dif-

couraged. Suppofe thou art walking in dark-

nefs, thou canft walk by faith ; becaufe thou

haft a promife, " Who is among you that walk-

" eth in darknefs and hath no light ? Let him
" truft in the name of the Lord, and ftay upon
" his God," Ifa. 1. lo. Still let him truft and

believe. Why? Becaufe God is his God ftill.

Mind that, his God ftill, this blefled relation ftill

fubfifts, and faith may draw comfort from it in

the darkcft hour. Suppofe thou art in heavinefs

thro' manifold temptations, the word fays to

thee, " heavinefs may endure for a night, but

joy Cometh in the morning," here thou mayeft

quiet thy heavy heart, and reft with confidence,

till the Lord deliver thee out of thy temptations..

Suppofe God hidethhis face from thee, thou haft

the
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the example of thofe in the fame cafe, " I will

" wait for the Lord that hidcth his face from
*' the houfe of Jacob, and will look for him,"

Ifa. viii. 17. Wait in faith looking for him, and

thou flialt fee the light of his comitcnancc.

Suppofc all other comforts fail ; thou haft one

ftill, worth more thaii all.—" This God is my
" God for ever and ever. He will never leave

" me nor torfake me." This is the happinefs

of the true believer, he is enabled to maintain

his confidence, when fenfible feelings are no

more. And thou fceft, reader, how this hap-

pinefs is attained, and how it is preferved. It

is hj trufting to things which change not, the

word of God, the Son of God and his promifes,

all which are in him, yea, made in him, and in

him. Amen fulfilled by him. May the Lord

help thee fimply to truft his word, and to live

upon Chrift for the fulfilling of it, and then thou

wilt indeed get, what thou art now feeking in

vain, a comfortable frame, and wilt be enabled

to maintain it againft all the difcouragements of

fenfe. To that end fearch the fcriptures, which

are able to make thee wife unto falvation ; and

kt it be thy daily requeft to the Lord, to make

thee ftrong in faith, that thou mayeft not ftag-

ger at his promifes through unbelief, but mayeft

againft hope believe in hope. Beg of him, when

fenfe goes contrary to the word, to enable thee

ftill to believe it, and not to doubt of Chrift's

faithfulncfs
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faithfulnefs to fulfil it—and a(k for ftrength to

walk every moment by faith and not by fight.

Thus the Lord will carry thee on fafely and

fweetly from faith to faith, till thou receive the

end of thy faith, even the falvation of thy foul.

May it be fo. Amen.

St. P^^/^/ has been my guide hitherto. He fays,

Heb. v. 13. that a babe in Chrift is one who is

unfkilful in the word of righteoufnefs. To this

determination of his, I have had an eye all along,

and have accordingly endeavoured to remove

thofe hindrances out of the v/ay of young begin-

ners, which chiefly arife from their unfkilfulnefs

in the word of righteoufnefs. Righteoufnefs

fignifies ftritl juftice, with refpeft to God it is

paying him the full demands of his holy law: in

this fenfe there is none of us righteous, no not one.

The God-man Chrift Jefus, the furety of his peo-

ple, came to work out fucli a righteoufnefs for

them, and the word reveals it, fets it before

them in its infinite freenefs, and in its infinite

fufliciency to juftify from all things. The word

is alfo the means in the hand of the Spirit, of

bringing them with the heart to believe unto

righteoufnefs, and therefore the fcripture is cal-

led the word of righteoufnefs, and being unfkil-

ful in it fignifies want of experience in the ma-

nagement of it, unfkilful in the knowledge of

the perfon of the Lord our righteoufnefs, who
is true and very God, as well as true and very

Vol. I. F man;
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man ; unfkilful in the nature of his righteoufnefs,

that it is abfolutely perfeft and everlaftingly meri-

torious, fo that any fmner by receiving it will be

not only delivered from fin, and all the miferies

due to fm, but will alfo be entitled to life and

glory ; unflcilful in the gift ofrighteoufnefs, how
freely God beftows it, nothing being required

to make it the fxnner's, but receiving it, and

therefore it is called the righteoufnefs of faith

:

becaufe by faith he trufts in it for falvation, and

for all its bleffings in earth and heaven, and ex-

pects them as the fruits of righteoufnefs—unflcil-

ful in experience, not knowing how to plead

this righteoufnefs againft the charges of the law,

of confcicnce, and of the accufer of the bre-

thren, and therefore apt to fall into a legal fpi-

rit, to be diftrefled in their warfare between the

old man and the new, and to covet and to rely

more upon fenfible feelings, than upon the fure

teftimony of God in his word. Thefe are fome

of the principal difficulties, which young belie-

vers meet with, and they all arife from their un-

fkilfulnefs in the word of righteoufnefs, and

therefore I have particularly confidered fome

fcripture motives for removing them out of the

way. And after thou haft perufed thefe motives^

have they been the means of fettling thy judg-

ment, comforting thy confcience, and ftrength-

ening thy faith ? Doft thou fee more of Chrift's

grace and power to fave thee a fmner than thou

didft
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didfl: before, and therefore canft truft him better,

and in time of need make more ufe of his pro-

mifed grace ? If this be thy cafe, give him the

glory, and may he carry thee on from ftrength to

Ih-ength. But if thou haft received no improve-

ment from reading thus far—what is the reafon ?

Perhaps thou art under fome of the temptations

here defcribed. Search and fee. And what-

ever it be, either indo£trineor experience, which

hinders the increafe of thy faith, may the Lord

difcover it to thee, and enable thee to overcome

It, that thou mayeft be no longer a babe un-

fkilful in the word of righteoufnefs, but mayeft

grow up to be a young man ftrong in the Lord,

and in the power of his might.

The apoftle Pau/ has direfted me how to fpeak

to the babes in Chrift ; and another apoftle

fliews how they grow up to be young men, and

thereby he furniflies me with matter for the fe-

cond part of this treatife on the life of faith, " I

" have written unto you young men," fays he,

" becaufe ye are ftrong and the word of God
abid6th in you, and ye have overcome the

*'* wicked one," i John ii. 14. Thefe young men

knew the principles of the dodrine of Chrift ;

they were eftabliftied in the belief of his God-

head, of the infinite fufficiency of his falvation,

of the free gift of all its graces and bleffings pro-

mifcd to him that worketh not, and received by

faith only, and all, treafured up for the believer's

F 2 ufe
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ufe in the fulnefs of Chrift Jefus, to whom he is

to bring nothing to recommend him, but the

promife of the grace which he then wants, and

a dependence upon Chrift to fupply that want.

Thefe young men had attained to a good degree

of knowledge and experience in thefe truths.

They began to be able to keep the evidence

of their union with Chrift clear and diftinft,

and to improve it by their communion with

him in all his offices. But notwithftanding

their eftablifliment in thefe points, they had

many temptations and great difficulties—ftill

they knew but in part—ftill they had a fleftily

corrupt nature to watch over and to fight

againft, always inclining them to truft to

the law, to their feeling, to any ^thing but

Chrift, and always difpofing them to yield to

the fuggeftions of the devil, and to the allure-

ments of the world. This warfare, inftead of

ceafmg grows hotter and hotter, but they grow

ftronger. It is the peculiar charafter of the

young men in Chrift to be ftrong : they have learnt

where their ftrength lays, and they put it forth.

They go dow^n to battle not trufting in any power

or might of their own, but ftrong in the Lord,

and in the power of his might. He is their

ftrength. When the enemy cometh in like a

flood, then to Jefus they look for fafety and vic-

tory--'* O our God, we have no might againft.

" this great company that cometh againft us,

" neither
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« neither know we what to do, but our eyes are

•* upon thee." The abiding fenfe of their own

weaknefs keeps them dependent upon him, fo

that the more they feel of their helpleffnefs, the

ftronger they grow : becaufe they hve more up-

on Chrift for ftrength, which illuftrates that feem-

ing paradox of the apoftle, " When I am weak,
" then am I ftrong"—when I am moft fenfible

of my own weaknefs, then am I ftrongeft in the

Lord, his ftrength is then perfected in me. And
his ftrength is put forth in the effeftual work-

ing of it by believing. It is not, neither can it

be inherent in them, who without Chrift can do

nothing, but it is brought in by faith ; nor does

faith bring it in to lodge it, or lay it up in ftore,

till it fhall be wanted, but when it is wanted,

faith then regards the promife, looks up to Chrift

to fulfil it, and receives ftrength out of his ful-

nefs. And being his, freely promifed, and freely

given, it is therefore called the ftrength of grace.

" Thou therefore, my fon, fays Pm/ to Timothy,

" be ftrong in the grace that is in Chrift Jefus."

Strong faith gets ftrong grace from Chrift, ac-

cording as it is written—" All things are pollible

" to him that believeth for according to his

faith it ftiall be done unto him. If his faith

reach to the full extent of the promifes he fiiall

find all things poflible, which God hath pro-

mifed, yea he fliall be able to do all tilings thro'

Chrift ftrengthening him.

This
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This is the life of thefe young men in Chrift.

They are ftrong in him, living upon his promifed

ftrength, and by faith receiving it. They live

not upon any thing in themfelvcs, but whatever

they ftand in need of, and whatever they have a

promife for, that theyexpeftfliall be given them by

the power of God their Saviour. They fee them-

felvcs, poor helplefs creatures, full of continual

wants, and no means in their own power to fup-

ply them. The fenfe of this empties them of

felf-greatnefs and felf-dependence, and the abid-

ing fenfe of this keeps them humble and de-

pendent upon Chrift. Thus the Lord teaches

them how to live out of themfelves, and to be al-

ways receiving out of the Saviour's fulnefs grace

for grace. They have his infinite ftorehoufe to

repair to, in which there is treafured up for them

every thing that they can poflibly want. Happy

for them their God has promifed to fupply all

their need out of the riches of his grace in Chrift

Jefus, and by faith they have an abundant fupply

to the praife of that God, who keepeth his pro-

mife for ever.

In him they live—he is the Lord and giver of

fpiritual life, as Paul fays—I live, yet not I, but

Chrift liveth in me. They are made ftrong in him,

" The Lord is the ftrength of niy life," fays the

Pfalmift, Pf. xxvii. i. that life which I live by the

faith of the Son of God has all its ftrength from

him.

And
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And is contmued by his power—" For none

" can keep alive his own foul," Pf. xxii. 29.

" It is God who holdeth our foul in life," Pf.

Ixvi. 9.

And is kept by faith—" Ye are kept by the

" power of God thro' faith," i Pet. i. 5. What-

ever ftrength the believer wants to enable him to

bear hardfbip, endure the crofs, fight his fpiri-

tual enemies, daily gain vi6tories over them, he

€xpe61;s it from God, and thro' faith he re-

ceives it, and is kept—yea fo kept

As to be confirmed unto the end. He that is

able to keep believers from falling, will keep

them until they receive the end of their faith,

even the falvation of their fouls. Thus the life

which Chrift begins by his grace he continues

by his ftrength ; and every aft of this fpiritual

life is from him. The will, the power is his ;

for he doeth all, and in all. Thefe young men

w^ere fo well alTured of this, that they lived upon

Chrift for ftrength, and they received it ; they

were ftrong in him. Their faith viewed him in

his exalted ftate with all power in heaven and

earth, and engaged as their covenant head to ufe

it for them, to make them and to keep them alive

to God. On this power they depended. And
whatever promife they had of its being ufed in

their behalf, and pleaded it out at the throne of

grace, and trufted Chrift with the fulfilling of it;

he never difappointed them. They were made

ftrong.
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ftrong, and flood faft in the Lord ; who neVcr

withdrew his fupporting arm, therefore they

never ceafed to put their whole traft and confi-

dence in him.

When the enemy fees them thus ftrong in the

Lord thro' faith it ftirs up his dcvilifh malice, and

makes him burn with envious rage. He leaves

no temptation untried to draw them from Chrift.

He is well Ikilled in cunning wiles and fly

devices for this purpofe. He does not begin

with tempting them to open fin ; that would at

once difcover his wicked dcfign : but he artfully

tries to fap the foundation, and to weaken their

faith. If he can get them from their dependence

upon Chrift, he carries his point ; and too, too

often he fucceeds. Oh beware, reader, of

every thing ; fufpeft it, let its appearance be

ever fo fair and good, which in the leaft tends to

weaken thy faft hold of Chrift. Cleave to him

with full purpofe of heart, as long as ever thou

liveft : for the enemy's whole plan is to feparate

thee from him. Formerly he tried to do this by

diftrefljng thee about thy tins—how they could

be pardoned—whether being fo great, fo many,

the blood of Chrift could cleanfe from all : now
thou haft thro' believing received forgivenefs of

fms, he will try to do the fame by diftreffing thee

about thy duties. Sometimes he will try to bring

guilt into thy confcience by fuggefting to thee

thy many failings and fliort comings in them

—

the
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xhe diforder of thine imagination—thy wander-

ings in thy prayers—thy dulnefs in hearing and

reading the word—the httle life and power thou

findeft in thine attendance upon the ordinances

—

and the coldnefs of thy love to God and man.

If he can get thee to dwell upon thefe things fo

as to forget Chrift, then he has made way for

this infinuation. How could it be thus with

thee, and thou a ftrong believer ? And if he

can get thee to reafon upon it, then he has thee

faft, thou art catched in his fnare.

But if the Lord has taught thee not to be Ig-

norant of fatan's devices, as foon as the thought

arifes, whether thou art in Chrift, becaufe of fuch

failings, thou wilt know from what quarter it

comes, and wilt immediately relift it. So that

the temptation will make thee ftand fafter; it

will drive thee clofer to Chrift, make thy depen-

dence ftronger on his blood and righteoufnefs
;

put thee upon making more ufe of him as thy

interceflbr and advocate with the Father, and

help thee to live more out of thyfelf by faith

upon him. Thus Chrift becomes precious, thou

art more humble. The fnare is broken, and thou

art delivered.

When the enemy fees this, his implacable ma-

lice will foon tempt thee again. He has another

deep laid ftratagem relating to thy duties, and

that is from their being unfuccefsful. Thou haft

hiid fomelhing laid much upon thy heart, and

thou
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thou haft carried it to God in prayer, and thou

haft waited long, but no anfwer comes. Upon
this fatan takes occafion to fuggeft—Now you

fee God does not give you what you alk, altho'

he has promifed, afk and ye (hall have; the fault

cannot be in him, therefore it's plain you are

not in his favour ; his promifes do not belong to

you. And if he can thus work a little upon thy

impatience, he will foon get thee into doubting

and unbelief Here thou mayeft fee how all the

wiles of fatan tend to one point ; namely, to fe-

parate thee from Chrift, and how nece{rary then

is it, that thou fhouldeft have this fettled beyond

all queftion, that Chrift and thou art one. If this

be maintained in thy confcience, then fatan's ftra-

tagem is defeated : for Chrift being thine he will

give thee every thing that he has promifed ; and

altho' thou haft it not juft at the time thou haft

fixed thyfelf, yet he knows beft. Thou ihalt cer-

tainly have it, if his infinite wifdom fees it good

for thee, and if he does not fee it good, his love

will give thee fomething better. Thy faith muft

wait God's time. Strong faith can wait long.

Having fuch a promife as this to depend upon

—

" they fliall not be alhamed who wait for me,"

Jfa. xlix. 23, thou mayeft with confidence wait,

and be a follower of them who through faith and

patience inherit the promifes ; who by faith re-

garded the promifes, by patience waited for the

fulfilling of them, and although they waited

long.
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every grace and bleffing, for which with faith

and patience they had been waiting. Go, and

do thou likewife.

Upon the failing of thefe temptations, the ene-

my has another ready. Since he cannot get thee

off thy guard by bringing thee into doubting and

unbelief, he will attack thy faith in another way.

He will come like an angel of light, and feem to

be Chrift's friend and thine. He will allow thee

to be a child of God, and to be ftrong in faith.

The more clearly thou art fatisfied of thy union

with Chrift, the more will he improve, if thou

art not aware, this thy certainty to his own
wicked purpofes. He will try to keep thine eye

upon thy great graces and high gifts, he will

jBatter thee exceedingly upon them, and will

tempt thee to view them with a fecrct delight,

every now and then infmuating, what a great

chriftian thou art—how few there are like thee

—

to what an exalted ftate thou liaft attained

—

what temptations thou haft overcome—what vic-

tories thou haft gained over fatan—and how fafe

thou art now, faft upon the rock ! And if he

finds this pleafing bait is not inftantly rejected

with a Get thee behind me, fatan ; then he will

begin to work upon thy fclf-love, and to give

thee many plaufible reafons for felf-admiration,

fo that thou (halt firft look pleafingly at, then

fondly love, and at laft facrilegioufiy dote upon

I thy
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thy wonderous attainments. Thus he will lift

thee up with pride, and will try to draw thee

into his own crime, and into his own condemna-

tion. What a dangerous temptation is this

How many have I known who fell into it ! If

thou fayeft, by what means fhall I efcape it ?

Mind the firll: approach : for it is coming upon

thee, as foon as thou beginneft to think of thy-

felf more highly than thou oughteft to think.

Thou art in thyfelf a poor miferable helplefs (in-

ner, and to this very moment without Chrift thou

canft do nothing. Thou canft not do one good

thing, nor overcome the weakeft enemy, nor take

one ftep in the way to heaven, without Chrift :

nay thou canft not think one good thought with-

out him. What haft thou then to be proud of,

and to ftir up thy felf-admiration ? Nothing but

fm. The humble abiding fenfe of this tends to

thy fafety : for while this is ever prefent with

thee---" In me, that is in my flefli, dw^clleth no

" good thing," it will lead thee to live by faith

upon Chrift for all good things. And being all

his, and received every moment from him as his

free gift, thou wilt be glorifying and exalting

him in all and for all, knowing that he rcfifteth

the proud, but he giveth grace unto the humble.

The Lord keep thee humble, and then thou wilt

have grace to efcape this cunning wile of the

devil.

If



LIFE OP FAITH. 93

If thou llialt fay, alas I am fallen into it. How
lhall I recover myfelf ? Remember his cafe who

in his profperity faid he never fliould be moved,

the favour of the Lord had made his mountain to

Hand fo ftrong, Pf. xxx. 6, 7. He was too con-

fident in himfelf, and was moved. How did he

recover his ftanding ? " I cried unto the Lord,

" and unto the Lord I made my fuppjication.

" Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me,

" Lord be thou my helper." His prayer was

heard, he found mercy to pardon his offence,

and help to raife him up, and his mourning, he

fays, was turned into joy and gladnefs. Look,

up as he did to the Lord Chrift. Plead thy par-

don through his promifed mercy, and beg of him

to enable thee to walk more humbly with thy

God. Then fliall the Pfalmift's experience be

thine, and thou flialt efcape the fnare, which was

laid for thy precious life.

Thefe young men having thus overcome the

devices, which fatan had contrived to weaken

their faith, mull expe£l a frelli attack from him.

He will tempt them concerning the ground of

faith. He fees they are ftrong, bccaufe the word,

of God abideth in them, therefore he will ufe

all his cunning and power to weaken their truft

in the word and promifes of God. By the in-

corruptible feed of the word faith is begotten,

and by the fame word it is nourifhed up, and

ftrengthened, growing exceedingly from faith to

faith.
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faith. The word, which is the fole ground of

faith, reveals the covenant made by the eternal

Trinity for the falvation of fmners, and makes

many free promifes of every covenant bleflTmg to

him that believeth. Thefe promifes may moft

ftedfaftly be relied upon : becaufe of the un-

changeable nature of God, who makes them.

All his perfections are engaged for the fulfilling

of his word ; fo that what he has fpoken has an

a£lual being and exiftence. He fays, and it is

done—faying and doing are the fame with him.

Let there be ever fo great a diftance of time be-

tween the word fpoken and the thing done, yet

this is as real as any thing now in being : be-

caufe it exifts in the mind and will of God, is

revealed in his word, and by his faithfulnefs and

almighty power is to be eftablilhed at the time

appointed. How is it polfible then that this

word Ihould be broken ? There is no matter ot

fa6t of more vmdoubted evidence, nothing in fu-

turity, not even the rifing ot the fun to morrow*

fo fixed and certain as the accomplifhment of

God's promifes to him that believeth. Thefe

young men in Chrift were moft affuredly per-

fuaded of this truth. They knew that heaven

and earth fhould pafs away before one tittle of

God's promifes fliould fail. They looked upon

them all as made in Chrift, in him Yea and in

liim Amen, made in him, and fulfilled to him, as

the head of the body the Church, and in him

fulfilled
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fulfilled to all his members. As certainly as every

one of them has been made good to him the

head fo will they be made good to his members.

He has all power in heaven and earth committed

to him for that very purpofe. Whoever by be-

lieving is joined to him, he has thereby a right

and title to every promife, and may boldly fue

it out in time of need : and then it is Chrift's of-

fice and glory to fulfill the promife. If moun-

tains of difficulties ftand in the way, the believer

need not fear or doubt. Chrifl is upon the

throne. What are difficulties againft his almigh-

ty power ? befides, Chrift has already given him

good fecurity. He has put into his hands the

pledges and earnefts of the promifed inheritance,

and how is it poffible he fliould fail in fulfilling

his engagements, and putting him in due time

into aftual poffeffion? Read what the apoftle

fays of this fubjc£t. Turn to the pafTage : for it

is too long to quote, Heb. vi. from verfe 1 1 to

the end of the chapter ; in which you may ob-

ferve thefe particulars.

1. The heirs of promife are apt to be full of

doubt, and to have ftrife in their confciences about

their right and title to all the graces and bieffings

of falvation

:

2. God was willing out of his infinite mercy

to eftablifli their right and title to them beyond

difpute, and to put an end to all ftrife ;

3. Therefore.
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3. Therefore he engaged by promife to give

them all thofe graces and bleffings : and

4. To fliew the unchangeablenefs of his will

herein he confirmed the promife by an oath.

5. It is impoflible that God thould lie in his

promife, or that he fliould be perjured in his

oath.

6. Therefore here are two immutable things

to ftrengthen the faith and hopes of the heirs

of promife.

7. While their faith refts upon thofe immuta-

ble things, it will always bring them ftrong con-

folation.

8. When enemies dangers, and temptations

attack them, they are fafe by fleeing for refuge,

to lay hold of the hope fet before them in God's

immutable promifes.

9. This hope will be as ufeful to them at fuch

times, as an anchor to a fliip. By it they will

ride out all the ftorms of life, until Jefus their

forerunner bring them within the veil,, where

their anchor is now caft, and put them into eter-

nal pofleffion of all the promifes.

With Avhat rich and copious matter does this

fcripture abound, tending to fhew the abfolute

fafety of rcfting upon God's promifes ! How
ftrong are the arguments to perfuade the heirs of

promife, to put their whole truft and confidence

in the faithfulncfs of their God ! who having pro-

vided an infinitely glorious and evcrlafting inhe-

ritance
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ritance for them, was willing to make it over to

ttierA in tlw ftrongeft manner ofconveyance, and

therefore he has given them the promife and the

oath ofGod, which cannot poflibly change or alter,

that their faith might never doubt or waver, and

their hope might at all times be fure and ftedfaft.

And until he bring them to the inheritance itfelf,

he has given them many fwcet and blcffed pro-

mifes of all things needful for their temporal and

fpiritual cllate, upon which he would have them

not only to live comfortably at prefent, but alfo

to receive them as part of the inheritar.ee, al-

lowed them for their maintenance, till they come

to age, and entdr upon the pofleffion of the

whole. And what God intended in his promife

and oath, has its effects in a good degree among

thofe, who have the word of God abiding in

them, lliey cart: their anchor where he com-

mands them, and they are not only fafe, but alfo,

in time of the greateft troubles and temptations

have ftrong confolation. When enemies come,

corruptions arife, and difficulties arc in the way;

they have a promife, and a promife-keeping God
to depend upon. Whatever ftreights they are

in, the word abiding in thcnl brings fome pro-

mife of fupport and deliverance : the promife

fliews what God has engaged to do, and faith

receives the fulfilling of his engagements. When
they draw nigh to God in duties, in ordinances^

they know what he has promifed to them that

- Vol. I. G wait
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wait upon him, and they judge hhn faithful who
hath promifed, and lo, he is prefcnt with them.

In fhort, while they live like themfelves as the

heirs of promife, they are preferred from all evil,

and want no manner of thing that is good. This

is their happy cafe, thrice happy becaufe the

means ufed to deprive them of their happinefs are

over-ruled ofGod for the eftabliflnng it. The ene-

myrages againft them, but in vain. He was a liar

from the beginning. The word is truth, and he

iabode not in it, therefore he hates it, and with a

greater hatred, becaufe the Lord has made it the

means of ftrengthening thofe beUevers. He knows
that all his temptations will be fruitlefs, while the

w^ord abideth in them. He fears no weapon

formed againft him, like the fvvord of the Spirit

:

he has felt its fliarpnefs and its power ; with it

the Captain of our falvation cut Rahab, and

wounded the dragon, and with it all his good

foldiers relift the devil, and make him flee from

them. For thefe reafons he has great variety of

temptations to weaken the beHever's truft in the

word, and his reliance upon the promifes of

God.

Sometimes he attacks them in a matter where

his hopes are founded in their ignorance : he is

cunning to fpy out the particular way in which

they have been led, and their readinefs to main-

tain their ground, by making ufe of the promifes

fuitcd to that way. He refohcs therefore upon

3 fomc
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Pjme new temptation, with which they have ne-

ver been exercifed ; and he watches the favour-

able opportunity to inje£t it with all his ftrength.

Upon his doing it, the foul is put into a great

hurry, becaufe it has no promife ready to apply

to the prefent cafe : for want of which the un-

dcrftanding is confufed, faith wavers, doubt en-

ters and fatan carries his point. This demon-

Urates the neceffity of fearching the fcriptures,

and meditating upon them night and day. In

them God has gracioufly treafured up all forts

of promifes. There is not a polTible cafe for a

believer to be in of fpiritual or temporal concern,

but there is a promife fuitable to it, which he

ought to have ready againfl: the hour of tempta-

tion. If he has not, he neglefts the Lord's kind

provifion, and lays himfelf open to the enemy's

attack. Reader, if thou wouldeft not be igno-

rant of fatan's devices, follow Chrift's counfel

—Search the fcriptures. Remember, they are able

to make thee wife unto falvation, thro' faith in

Chrift Jefus : therefore ftore up his promifes—

pray him to fan8:ify thy memory to retain them,

and to enable thee to make ufe of them in every

time of need.

If this temptation fail, the enemy will foon

have another ready. I have known him often

try, and often fucceed in endeavouring to take

off the attention from the moft eafy parts of

icripture, and to fix it upon thofe parts which are

G z liard
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liard to be underftood. Upon thofe the beUevcr

dwells two much, and puzzles hhnfelf. I lis head

grows confufed. He confults commentators,

and they confufe him more. And if he does not

fall from hence into- queftioning the truth of

fcripture, yet he certainly neglefts the right ufe

of it, forgetting it is the means of building him-

fclf up in his moft holy faith. Reader, whenever

thou art tempted about difficult texts, look up

to the incarnate Word, and pray him by his Spi-

rit to open thine underftanding, that thou maycft

know what thou readeff, and if thou ftill doll-

not find the- meaning of them made plarn to thee,

^afs them by for that time. Don't puzzle and

diftrefs thyfclf about them. Perhaps when thou

meeteft with thcnr again, they will appear cafy,

and Chrift will give thee light to fee and to com-

prehend them.

Ifthou fayefr, I do look up to him to teach me,

but nererthelefs, I find many hard and difficult

txxts. Remember thou' knoweft but in part, and

tlicreforc thou ftandeftin need of daily teaching.

'I'hcfe texts are profitarblc, if they humble thee,

and make thee live more upon- the teaching ot

the divine Prophet. The humbler thou art, thou

wilt be the more teachable. The low^er thou

fitteft at his feet to hear his words, thou wili:

learn the moft. The Maftcr himfdf has declared,

" Whofoover fliall humble himfelf as a little

" child, the fume is the grcatetl in the kingdom
" of



JCITE OF FAITH. lOI

of heaven." If thefe difficult texts thus hum-

ble thee, and make thee live more upon Chrift's

inward teaching, they will be the means of thy

growth in faving knowledge. Thy hearing -and

reading the word in a conftant dependence upon

him, will keep thee fromtlie dangerous errors, and

herefies of the times. Moft of thofe arife from

unlearned and unliable men, full of pride and

felf-conceit, whom Gad rcfiftcth, but he giveth

grace to the humble.

If he has given thee grace to hold fall the

form of found words, which thou haft learned

and been affured of, the enemy will change his

iittHck, tmd purfue thee wnth new temptations.

Envious of thy happincfshe will be often aflault-

ing thee, and trying to move thee from thy

atedfaftnefs. He will at times infinuate every

•lye that he can rtiife againft the word of God,

and he will not begin with reafon or argument,

but by way of furprife, with fudden injeflions

darting into the mind doubts, like thefe—How^

do I know the fcripture i-s infpired ? What proof

have I r And if thefe ^be not immediately r.eje£l-

ed, he will follow them like liglitening with

others : Mow can that be infpired whjch is full

of contradidjons, and full of doftrines above

reafon ? Who can defend tlie matters of fa61: re-

lated in it r The language is low and mean, uur

worthy of God—the fcripture is falfe—perhaps

tJjere is iieither God nor devil.

f Thefe
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Thefe blafphemous thoughts fometimes puf

the believer mto a hurry and confufion, and thro'

the fuddennefs and violence of them greatly dif-

trefshira. The apoftle calls thefe aflaults " the

" fiery darts of the wicked one"—darts, becaufc

he throws them with all his might againft the

foul, and fiery, becaufe he would have them to

catch hold of, and to inflame its corruptions and

lufts. And they do, if the fhield of faith be not

ready to flop their force, and to quench their fire.

This is a piece of the armour of God prepared

for the believer's fafety at fuch times, and the

right ufe of it is this : The Lord having promifed

to be a fhield to them that put their truft in him,

and to compafs them about with his favour as

with a Ihield, the believer looks up when thefe

fiery darts are flying thick about him, and fays,

— O Lord God of hofts, who haft promifed

" that thy faithfulnefs and truth fliould be my
" fhield and buckler, now eftabiilh thy word

unto thy fervant. In thee, O my God, do I

put I'jiy trufl, fave me in this hour of tempta-

tion." Then the battle becomes the Lord's.

He is engaged to put forth his ftrength to fliield

thee from the enemy. Thus thou fhalt conquer,

and fhalt happily experience what is written-r

^' Refift the devil, and he will flee from you."

He will flee for ?. feafon, but will return again.

He has other temptations, and he will try thern

(all to difparage the word of God, and to leffea

the
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the believer's confidence in it. Sometimes he

will infinuate—how can thefe things be-'-in

what way or by what means can fuch a promife

be fulfilled ? If you begin to reafon upon the

point, he will get you from your ftrong-hold and

conquer you. Beware of his lies, and have air

ways your anfwer ready—" It is written." What
God hath faid put your truft in, if all the world

gainfay it : for he is faithful who hath promifcd,

and all things are poffible with him.

If this temptation does not fuccecd, and he

cannot bring you to doubt of the truth of the

promifes, then he will try you about your right

to them. When you are in darknefs or walking

heavily, in ficknefs or any trouble, and you have

been praying for deliverance, but Chrift does not

prefently anfwer you, then he has a favourable

opportunity to fuggeft—Now you fee the promi-

fes do not belong to you, Chrift •vs'ill not hear

you, and therefore you have been deceiving your-

felf with a vain notion of faith. This is a com-

mon temptation, againft which ftill oppofe

—

It is written." Thy cafe be it what it will,

has a promife, either of fupport or dejiverancc.

If thou art not delivered, yet if Chrift fupport

thee, fo that thy faith and patience fail not, does

not this ftiew his infinite goodnefs to thee ? He
will have thy faith tried, and he will put it into

the fire, not to confume it, but that it may come
like gold out of the furnace purer and brighter.

And



104 I.lFE OF FAITir.

And what if thou art in the fire a great while,

thou wilt foe more of his tender mercies in keep-

ing thee there, and wilt thereby learn to live in

a more fimple dependence upon him. Caft not

away therefore thy confidence in the written

word. The promifes in it ftand faller than the

llrong mountains. If all the powers in earth

and hell fliould join, they cannot defeat one fin-

gle tittle of them. When the world and all the

works therein fliall bo burnt up, and the place

of them fliall be no more found, then the pro-

mifes fliall ftand faft as the throne of God, and

fliall receive their full and perfect accomplifli-

iiient through the ages of eternity.

Thefo are fome of fatan's temptations againft

the yqung men in Chrift, who arc ftrong, be-

caufe the word of God abidoth in them. His de-

fign is to weaken their reliance upon its promifes.

Till he can do this, he defpairs of fucccfs ; and

therefore he tries every method, which his wicked

cunning and rage can invent. His bufy active

fpirit is night and day plottuig againft the word

of God. See a lively picl:iu"e of hi-s ut^er hatred

to it in the parable of the fower. While the

good food is fowing, the devil is indefatigable in-

picking it up. He cxercifes all his wiles to keep

it out of the hearers hearts, and he prevails with

the greater part to reject it, among thofe who

feeraingly receive it, he cheats three out ot

four, fo that the word does not take root, nor

bear fruit to perfection, ijincc fatan is thus fuc-

ccfiful,
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^cefsful, is It not abfolutcly neccflaiy, reader,

that thou fliouldeft be well acquauited with his

devices ? And the word abiding in thee, the in-

grafted word, will both make thee acquainted

with them, and alfo ftrong to rcfift them : bc-r

caufc then thou wilt be taught by Chrift's wif.

dom and ftrenglhencd by his almighty power.

As thou growert in the fenfc of thy wapt of him,

and liveft in a clofer dependence upon him, thou

wilt imderftand more of his word, and expe-

rience more of his power. By which means

^he enemy's continual attacks, driving thee to

jChrift for the fulfilling of his promifos, will make

thee continually fafe. Let the roaring lion rage,

what haft thou to fear? Let liim go about feck-

ing whom he may devpur, the Lord is thy ih'idd

and thy defence : in him is thy truft. Thou haft

his promife, that he will prefervc thee from all

evil, and will make all things, even fatan's fpite

and rage againft thee, work together for thy

good. How dear and precious then ihould the

word of God be to thee ! If thou art weak, be-

paufe it is the means of thy growing, and being

iiouriflied up ; and if thou art llrong, becaufe by

its abiding in thee, thou wilt be eftabliflied.

May it be thy ftudy and thy delight, and may

every reading of it bring thee to a better ac-

quaintance with, and a greater dependence up-

on the adorable Jefus. And ifthou delireft thus

profit from the fcripturcs, I would advife thee,

reader.



LIFE OF FAITH,

reader, to obferve two things, which will be

much for Chrift's glory, and for thy edification.

Firft, in thy frequent and careful perufal of

the Bible (and mind, thou canfi: not read it too

much) take particular notice of the promifes,

which are moft fuited to thy age, ftate, and

condition in life : becaufe thefe God has gra-

cioufly made for thy ufe, and about thefe the

enemy will be moft bufy with thee. Treafure

them up then in thy memory, and have them

ready againft the time of need, looking up.

Secondly, to Chrift for the fulfilling of them.

All the promifes are made in him, and made

good by him : thou art therefore in an humble

dependence upon his faithfulnefs and power to

expeft whatever thou wanteft, and he has pro-

niifed. Truft him, and he will not fail thee.

Stagger not at any of his promifes thro' the

feeming impoflibility of their being made good ;

but depend upon his almighty power, and thou

wilt find him a faithful promife-keeping God,

whofc word ftandeth faft for ever and ever.

Thus thou flialt not only be fafe but flialt alfo

overcome the wicked one, which the apoftle

John makes the laft part of their charafter, who
are ftrong in the Lord. They overcome him by

the ftrength of their faith. They hold faft their

confidence in the Lord's promifed ftrength, and

he fights for them. That mighty arm which

bruifed the fcrpcnt's head, brings them vi£tor}',

as
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as it is written of that noble army mentioned

Rev.x'n. ii. " They overcame the accufer of

** the brethren by the blood of the Lamb, and
*' by the word of their teftimony." Thro' faith

in his blood they were pardoned and juftified

freely, and they knew that in him they had

rightcoufnefs and ftrength, therefore they were

at peace with God, and the accufer of the bre-

thren could not lay any thing to their charge.

Thus they were delivered from his power, and

tranflated into the kingdom of God's dear Son ;

and they teftified this by adhering to the word of

truth. They believed that whatever Chrifl had

therein promifed, he would fulfil to them, and

they bore their teftimony to their being fafe in

depending upon his word in the moft trying cir-

cumftanccs. They would not give it up what-

ever they loft for trufting to it : nay, they ftuck

ftedfaftly to its truth, altho' it coft them their

lives for maintaining their teftimony: for it is

faid of them, " they loved not their lives unto

" the death," that js, they loved the truth more

than life, tlicy were not afraid publicly to own,

that their truft and confidence was in the blood

of the Lamb, and they believed they fliould be

infinite and everlafting gainers by holding faft

the word of their teftimony unto death. And
the Lord was with them, and mightily ftrcngth-

iened them, fo that they joyfully fealed their tef-

timony with their blood, although they died in

flames.
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fiamcs, and in the moft cxquifite torments.

Tlius they overcame fatan. A nioft noble com-

pany of thofe conquerors are now (landing round

the throne of the Lamb, enjoying his exceeding

great and precious promifes : he has croAvned

them with glorw-he has tloathed them with

robes wafhcd and made white in his own blood-T-

he has wiped away all tears from their eyes, and

taken all caufe of forrow fron) their hearts—he

has put palms into their hands, tofliew that they

are eternal conquerors, and that tlK;y fliall ftand

confirmed in blifs for ever and ever. Alav thou

and I, reader, ere lopg, join them ; and until

that happy time come, may our faith be daily

more eftablillied in the blood and rightcoufncfs

of the Lamb of God, that may be growing

in our love to hjm, and in our dependence upon

him, until be admit us to fee him as he is.

Thro' much excrcife and lighting thefe young

rnen, ftrong and mighty in the fcriptures, grow

up to be fathers in Chrift; Avhofe character is

thus drawn by the apoftle John, i Ep/f. ii. 14.

*' I have written unto you fathers, bccaufc ye

*' have known him that is from the beginning,''

namely Jefus Chrift, whofe ftilc and title it is to

be from the beginning, as he himfelf fpeaks in

Prov. viii. 22, 23. " Tlie Lord poffeffed me in

" the beginning of his way, before his works of

f* old. 1 was fet up from everlafting, from the

" beginning, or ever the earth was," He was 4

pcrfon
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pcrfon in the Godhead, co-equal aud co-etcrna{

with the Father, but was fet up m his office-

charatler from cvcrlafting to be the beginning of

the ways and works af God. Upon account of

what he was to do and fufFer hi man's nature

according to the grace of the covenant of the

evcr-blcfled Trinity, he was the Creator, and is

the Prcfcrvcr of the univcrfc : for by him were

all things created, that are in heaven, and that

are in earth, vifible and invifiblc, and by him all

things fubfift ; and he is the beginning, the firft

caufe of all things in nature, and alfo in grace,

the head of the body the church. In the fame

manner our Lord fpcaks of himfelf. Rev. i. i.

" I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and

" the ending faith the Lord, which is, and which

" was, and which is to come the Almighty."

He is in and from the beginning, being the firft

caufe of all the divine works in creation, in pro-

vidence, and in redemption, the Author and the

Finilher, the Firil and the Laft in all, which

ihcws the great propriety of defcribing him here

by this name. The apoftle is treating of the

highcfl: ftate of a believer, and he fays it confifts

in knowing, that Jefus Chrifi: is all and in all.

Whatever good there is in his kingdom of na-

ture, from him it had its beginning, and by him

it is prcferved : whatever good there is in his

kingdom of grace, he is the author of it, by his

power it is continued, and when brought to

perfection
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perfection he is the finiflier. He is the begin-

ning, he is the ending of all the counfels, and

of all the works of God. In this light thcfe

fathers had learned to confider the Lord Jcfus :

they knew that he was to do all for them, and

in them, and by them ; they not only knew it

fpeculatively, but had alfo experimental know-

ledge of it. " Ye have known him that is from

" the beginning," have known him, and tried

him, and found him to be what his name figni-

fies. And this is the right knowledge of Chrift

—

not fuch as the devil has ; he could fay, I know
thee who thou art, the Holy One of God--not

fuch as too many nominal chriftians have, who
profefs that they know God, but in works they

deny him—not fuch as many profeflbrs attain,

for whom it had been better not to have known

the way of righteoufnefs, than after they had

known it to turn from it. Thefc fathers knew

Chrift by the inward teaching of his Word and

Spirit, whereby he made himfelt known to them,

as he does not to others. For he fulfilled to

them the great promife of the new covenant

—

" I will give them a heart to know me, that I

" am the Lord, and they fliall be my pceple,

" and I will be their God," Jer. xxiv. 7. The

covenant is well ordered in all things and fure,

particularly Avith refpc£t to the quickening of

the foul from a death in trefpaffes and fms, and

to the renewing of its faculties, that they may

be
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be capable of knowing God, and to the enlight-

ening them, that the light of the glorious gofpel

of Chrift may ftiine unto them, even unto the

heart, enlivening it with holy and heavenly af-

fe£lion to the perfon, to the offices, and to the

glories of the bleffed Immanuel. Whereby the

believer, thus taught ofGod to know him aright,

can now truft him, hope in him, and love him ;

which graces are ftrengthencd from the confide-

ration of God's ftanding related to him as his

covenant-God, and of his being one of God's

redeemed people : from which relations he has

a right to, and by faith may enjoy every co-

venant-mercy in time, and fhall be a partaker of

them all in eternity. This is the knowledge,

concerning which fo many and fuch great things

are fpoken in fcripture, and which St. John fays

thefe fathers had received : they had attained by

the Spirit of Wifdom and revelation to that

knowledge of Chrift, which is life eternal j and

the fame Spirit enabled them to be continually

growing and increafmg in the knowledge of

Chrift. As he fliines more clearly into their

hearts, he difcovers to them more of their wants.

He makes them better acquainted with them-

felvcs, and lets them feel more of the workings

of their corrupt nature, and of their own entire

helplefliiefs. Thus by his light they fee deeper

into that myftery of iniquity, w'hich is in them,

and they grow in the fenfe and experience of it

all
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all their lives. Day by clay fomc failing^, fliort

coming, infirmity or temptatibft leads them to

more IoT\'ly and humbling views of themfclvcs^

and brings them frefli difcovcrics of their fallen

and heiplefs ftate. While they attend to tvhat

is palTmg in their own breafts, every moment

fomcthing will be fpcaking for Chrift—" With-
" out mc ye can do nothing." It is tliis abiding

fenfb of their wants, and faith in his promifes

to fupply thcni, Avhich lead them to be con*

ftantly looking unto Jefus. Many wants do not

cJifcourag-c them, for his promifes arc as many

as their wants can be—nor great Wants, for he

has given them exceeding great promifes—nor

continual wants, for he has promifed them grace

every moment. As they grow in the knowledge

of themfclvcs, they fee more need of living upon

Chrift in the fcvcral officcSj which he fuftains.

The daily experience which they have of theif

own ignorance, and finfulncfs and hclplcflenefs

endear to them their divine Prophet, Pricft, and

King. The continual fenfe of their want of him

makes them glad to live in a fettled fixed de-

pendence upon his fialnefs, and to be always re-

ceiving out of it. They would not live other-

\vife if they could. ^ They know that -their dear

Saviour will manage better for them than they

Gould for thcmfelvcs.. He has taken their affairj

fpiritual and temporal into his hands, ^hd he

can make no millakes. His infinite love is

guidrd
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guided by unerring wifdom, and its blelTings are

beftowed by almighty power. Happy for them,

they and theirs are under the care of this bell

of friends, Tliey know it, and are fenfible of

their happinefs. Daily experience brings them

frefli proofs of the love and power of Jefus

;

which makes them wifli for more, ftill more

faith, that they may glorify their bleffed Saviour

by trufting him more. However, in this they

are growing, increafing day by day in their

knowledge of the falvation, and gaining a clofer

acquaintance and fellowfliip with the perfon of

God their Saviour, until they come to fee hira

as he is.

This is the chara£ler of thofe believers who
are ftedfaft in the faith, and are become fathers,

able now to teach others alfo. They have at-

tained to that knowledge of Chrift, which is life

eternal, and they are daily prefling forward.

What they already know of him increafes their

defire to know more. And by being always

converfant with him, '(or without him they can

do nothing) they have continual opportunities

of making new difcoveries. In him are laid up

treafures of every thing that is great and good.

His riches are unfearchable, infinite and eternal.

There is no coming to the end of them. Be-

lievers are perfuaded of it, and therefore they

try to dig deep into this golden mine. It is all

theirs. The farther they go, the more is their

Vol. I. H faith
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faith ftrenglhcnc-d, and the more precious Chrift;

becomes : for they find fuch an excellency in

the knowledge of Chrift Jefus their Lord, that

their fouls hunger and third to know more of him.

The more they attain, the more the appetite

increafes, and nothing can perfectly fatisfy it, but

the full enjoyment of Chrift in glory, when they

fliall know, even as alfo.they are known. Till

that blelTed time come, they will be growing

• in grace, and in the knowledge of God their

Saviour.

This is the diftinguifliing mark of thefc fathers,

,
they arc prefling forward. They have not yet

attained to the perfeft knowledge of Chrift, but

they are going on to perfe£lion : and they make

an happy progrefs. God meets them in and

blefles the means, which he has appointed for

their daily growth. In thofe he requires them

to depend and to wait upon him, and he gives

them clearer difcoveries of the adorable perfon,

and of the gracious offices of the Lord Chrift,

and thereby enables them to live more by faith

upon him, for all things belonging to their tem-

poral, their fpiritual, and their eternal concerns.

I'hefe particulars will include the principal a£ts

.of the life of faith, and while we take a fhort

view of them, may every page, reader, be made

the means of increafing and ftrengtheniug thy

faith in the Lord Jefus.

Firft,
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Firft, they grow in the knowledge of his per-

fon, which is altogether wonderful ; fo that they

can never come to the end of his perfections, nor

to eternity can they fticw forth all his praifc
;

for he is God and man in one Chrill—Jehovah

incarnate—Immanuel, God with us. This is the

great myflery of godlinefs, God manifeft in the

flefh : in which he came amongft us, that he

might be the fecond Adam, who is the Lord

from heaven ; that as the firfl Adam by fia had

ruined all thofe who are born of him after the

flefli, fo the fecond Adam might favc all thofe

vwho are born of him after the Spirit. And for

.Ihis end he has all power in heaven and earth

.committed to him, he has all fulnefs, yea the ful-

nefs of the Godhead dwelling in him, that he

-might be the head of the body the church, and

that out of his fulnefs his members might be re-

.ceiving grace in time and glory in eternity. Of

.this divine Perfon all the prophets have fpokeri

-fincc the world began; and what they have

fpoken in many words the apoftle fums up in a

fliort defcription, Co/, i. 15, tffc. where he is

• treafii^g of that Perfon in the Godhead, who co-

.venanted to come into the world to fave fmners;

;•' who is the image of the invifible God, the

r firft-born of every creature: for by him were
" all things created that are in heaven, and that

" are in earth, vifible and invifible, whether they

be thrones or dominions, or principalities or

H 2 " powers.
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" powers, all things were ,created by him and
" for him, and he is before all things, and by
" him all things confift. And he is the Head of

" the body the church, who is the beginning,

" the firft-born from the dead, that in all things

" he might have the pre-eminence, for it pleafed

" the Father that in him fhould all fulnefs

" dwell." In which words thefe three glorious

truths are declared of Chrift Jefus ; firft, that he

created all things vifible and invifible
;
fecondly,

that he upholds them all by the word of his

power ; thirdly, that he has redeemed unto him-

felf a peculiar people thro' his own blood, who

are his church, and he is to them what the head

is to the body, the head of authority, the firft in

rank and dignity, and the head of influence,

from whom life and motion and fenfe are com-

municated to all his members : for in him they

live and move and have their being. In all things

he is flrft, or has the pre-eminence, he is Jehovah

the Creator and the Preferver of all things, Jeho-

vah incarnate, the Head of his church, and the

Saviour of the body. This is the blefled Obje£t

of faith: and what can there be conceived beau-

tiful, ufeful, or happy, what excellency is there

or perfe£tion, which is not in its higheft degree

in this moft adorable God-man ? What can a

believer want, what can his heart defire, which

is not here treafured up for his ufe ? Here is a

Surety perfe£lly qualified, as man to a£t and fuf-

fer
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fer for man, as God to merit infinitely and eter-

nally by what he did and fufFercd, and as God-

man he has now all fulnefs of wifdom, and righ-

teoufnefs, and holinefs, and ftrength, and every

thing needful for his peoples' happinefs. Whi-

ther then fliould they go, but to him for every grace

and blefling ? And to him they do repair, ac-

cording to the command— Look unto me and

" be ye faved all the ends of the earth," Ifa. xlv.

22. The promife to them, who arc looking unto

him, is very extenfive—" My God Hiall fupply

" all your need according to his riches in glory

" by Chrift Jefus," Phil. iv. 19. By him they

expeft a continual fupply of all their temporal

and fpiritual needs, and therefore on him they

would have their eyes ever fixt, looking unto

Jefus. While by faith their eyes are kept fteady

upon him, they will be difcovering fomething

new in this wonderful God-man, and receiving

fomething out of his fulnefs, to ftrengthen their

hopes, and to inflame their affeftions. He will

grow more lovely in their fight, frefh beauties

will difcover themfelves, new worlds of delight

will appear : for all the glories of heaven

and earth fhine in their fullefl: luftre in his per-

fon. The believer fees them at prefent : for

by faith he can fee him that is invifible, and

although he has not fuch a perfeft vifion, as they

have who ftanding round his throne fee him face

to face, yet he hopes to enjoy it foon : and he

has
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has even now this peculiar plcafyre in viewing"

the glories of his God and Saviour, that he can

truly fay of him—" this is my Beloved, and my
« Friend," here I fix, and on him I reft j I want

to look no where elfe for any good, fince it all

meets and centres in one objeft : for it hath

pleafed the Father and the eternal Spirit, that all

fulncfs fhould dwell in the Son of God, and he

is my beloved Saviour, and my deareft Friend ;

he is the Chief among ten thoufand in my affec-

tion, yea he is altogether lovely. The more I

live by faith upon him, the more I love him : for

I experience fuch tender compaffion in his heart,

and fuch a kind concern for me and my intereft,

that the love of Chrift conftrains me to love him

again. He endears his perfbn to me by conti-

nual favours. I do love him, but not fo much as

he deferves. I would increafe, and abound

more and more in love to him, as his mercies

increafe and abound to me ; but a grateful fenfe

of them, and love to him for them are his own

gifts, for which, as well as for his mercies, I.

muft be content to be indebted to him for ever

and ever. Lord.fhed more of thy precious love

abroad in my heart ; enlarge it in true afleftion

to thee, and make all that is within me blefs thy

holy name.

Reader, ftop a little here, and confider : Art

thou one of thefe believers r Hall: thou a warm

heart for the perfgn of Chrift? Doft thou fee in

> him
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him, and in its highcft degree every thing that

is lovely, and art thou growing and abounding

in love to him? If this be thy prefent happinefs,

thou wilt find many powerful motives to increafe

it in the 45th and ^zd Pfalms. Read them, and

fee whether thou canft fo mix faith with what is

faid in them of the incarnate God, as to con-

clude with David—" Whom have I in heaven,

" but thee, and there is none upon earth, that

" I defire befides thee." If thy heart be thus

enamoured with his love, then thou haft got a

key to the book of Canticles ; for thou art the

fpoufe of Chrift. Mayeft thou experience what

is therein faid of the glories of thy heavenly

Bridegroom, and mayeft thou grow in love to

his adorable Perfon, by finding continual tokens

of his love to thy foul in the fevcral offices,

which he fuftains for the difpenfing of his fa-

vours. In thcfc offices he is always endearing

liimfelf to his people. And this is the

Second thing, whereby the fathers in Chrift

grow in the knowledge of him. There is not a

want, which fm has brought upon believers, but

there is an office in Chrift, where it may be fup-

plied ; and the fenfe and feeling of that want,

Jeading them to truft in him upon the warrant

of his word and promife, will certainly bring

them a fupply in the hour of need. His offices

are many, but they may be all included in thefe

five.
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five. He is the Saviour, the Prophet, the Prieft,

the King, and the Advocate of his people.

The Saviour, Jefus, a dear name, defcrip-

tive of his infinite grace, and fweetly fuited to

the finner's wants. Whatever pollution or guilt

he has contra£led, whatever mifery he deferves to

fuffer in time or- in eternity, Jefus is Jehovah, al-

mighty to fave him : for he was called Jefus, be-

caufe he was to fave his people from their fins.

Whatever they (land in need of to make them hap-

py, wifdom, righteoufnefs, holinefs, comfort or

ftrength, it is all in the fulnefs of Jefus, freely

promifed, and by fuith received, as it is written,

" Ye are faved freely by grace thro' faith," and

faved for ever : for Jefus is the Author of eter-

nal falvation. The fpirits of juft men made per-

fect in glory, are faid to be crying with a loud

voice,—" Salvation to our God, who fitteth upon

" the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and

" ever." So that the name Jefus is dear and

precious to the faints in heaven ; they are hap-

pily employed in afcribing the glory of their

eternal falvation to the Lamb of God. And the

believer has at prefent a part of their happinefs

:

for Jefus is the Saviour. He can truft him for

all the promifed bleffings of his falvation, and

live by faith upon him for the receiving them.

As every moment fome of them are wanted, fo

the Saviour's love in bellowing them is more expe-

rienced i
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rienced ; faith in him is thereby llrengthened,

and love to him increafed. And thefe graces

will be continually growing, while the believer

views the ftate of guilt and mifery, from which

Jefus has faved him, the ftate of fafety in which

he has placed him, and the bleffings which he

has promifed him in life and death and in eter-

nity. Muft not fuch a Saviour become more

precious for continuing day by day fuch free and

unmerited benefits? And who can receive them,

fenfible of his unworthinefs, without rejoicing in

fuch a falvation, and admiring and adoring the

goodnefs of the Saviour ? Oh mofi: bleffed Jefus,

increafe the faith of thy people, that they may

glorify thee more by depending upon thee for all

the promifed bleffings of thy falvation. Teach

them how to do this as the great

Prophet of the houfe of God. This is ano-

ther of his gracious offices, fuited to the igno-

rance of his people : for when fin feparated

them from God, they then loft the light of life,

and had no means left in their own power to dif-

cover God and the things of God. Hear what

two infallible witnefles fay to this faft—" There
" is none that underftandeth, there is none that

" feeketh after God." Mind, here is no excep-

tion, the prophet knew not onej neither did the

apoftle—" All the Gentiles had the underftand-

" ing darkened, being alienated from the life of

" God through the ignorance that is in them,

" becaufe



122 JfclFE OF FAITIf-.

" bccaufe of the blindnefs of their hearts." To
man in this ftate of ignorance what could be fo

fuitable as a prophet ? And what prophet like

him, who being God is poflefled of infinite wif-

dom, and being God-man has that infinite wif-

dom for his peoples' ufe ? He was made unto

them wifdom, that by his divine teaching he

might enh'ghten their underftandings, and by

leading them into all truth, might make them

wife unto falvation. He begins his teaching

with difcovcring to them their ignorance, which

is a hard loffon to learn, but he ufcs fuch mild-

nefs and gentlenefs with his authority, that by

degrees he fubducs their pride and makes them

willing to fit at his feet to hear his words. This

is the humble pofture of all his true difciples.

They receive him by faith for their teacher, con-

vinced that v^'ithout him they can learn nothing

Avhich belongs to their peace, and having been

for fome time under his teaching, they grow more

fenfible of their want of it. He difcovers to

them more of their ignorance, and thereby brings

them to a clofer dependence upon him for wif-

dom. And that is the way they rife in his

fcli.ool. Whoever is the moft humble and teach-

able, he is the greatcft in the kingdom of heaven.

The abiding fenfe of his ftanding in need of the

divine Prophet every moment makes him the

higbefl fcholar. And the Lord keeps him in

this dependent ftate, waiting upon him for his

continual
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continual infl;ru6tion, in hearing and reading

the word, and in prayer for the enlightening

Spirit to make the word effc£tual. The great

Prophet could leach without thefe means, but

he has commanded us in the ufe of them to

wait upon him : for in them he has promifed'

to meet and blefs his people, and for the ful-

filling of this promife they wait. Chrift's pre-

fence they look for in the ufe of all means, and

they find it. He teaches them, how liable they

are to err, how little they know, how foon

th'^y forget, and thus they grow in a depen-

dence upon, and in love to their divine Teacher.

And as all the treafures of wifdom and know-

ledge are in him, and they can know at prefent

but in part, they therefore will be waiting upon

him for more, ftill more knowledge, and he an-

fwers his charatter, he teaches them wifdom.

He fliews them dangers, difcovers to them the

devices of fatan, guards them againll the errors

and herefies' of the day, makes manifeft the

fnares of the world, and in all refpefts fulfills to

them the oflice of an infallible prophet : for he

keeps them from refting upon any falfe founda-

tion, and enables them to build all their hopes

of acceptance with God upon the atonement

made by the high

Priest of our profeflion Chrift Jefus. This

is his chief office. He is our Prophet to teach

us our guilty helplefs ftate, and to bring us to

rely
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rely upon him to favc us from it, by being our

Pried. All we have fmned, and have incurred the

pains and penalties due to fin. We are all jullly

liable to the fufferings and death, to the curfe

and to the feparation from God, threatened in

his law to tranfgreffors, and we have no means

in our own power to efcape them. How full

then of grace and love was the heart of our

blefled Immanuel, that he would vouchfafe to

be a prieft to offer gifts and facrifices for fin ?

His gifts were infinitely precious—he gave him-

felf for us, the gift of his eternal God-head,

the gift of his immaculate manhood, body and

foul, in Avhich he obeyed perfeftly, and fo mag-

nified the law, that it may be eternally ho-

nourable in admitting thofe, who have finned,

into heaven—the gift of his prevailing prayer

for all that fliall believe in him to the end of the

world—and the gift of his body and foul to be

once offered for fin, in the place and in the ftead

of finners, as it is written, " He fuffered once

" for fins the jufl: for the unjuft that he might

" bring us unto God—He died for our fins ac-

" cording to the fcriptures—He was made a

" curfe for us, that he might redeem us from the

" curfe of the law, and that we who fomctimes

" were afar off" might be made nigh by his blood,

*' and might through him have accefs by one

" Spirit unto the Father." In thefe moft preci-

ous gifts, in this everlaftingly meritorious Sacri-

$ ficG
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fice confifts the office of our divine pricft ; and

upon him the believer refts. He is enabled upon

this foundation to build all his hopes of accept-

ance. The great atonement made by Jefus's

obedience unto death is all his falvation, and all

his defire—all his falvation : for he looks no

where elfe, but to Jefus and him crucified : he

depends upon nothing elfe to fave him from fuf-

fering and death, from the curfe of the law, and

from being eternally feparated from God. And
this is all his defire—to get a clofer acquaintance,

and more intimate communion vv^ith the crucifi-

ed Jefus. This is his one ftudy and delight—

I

have determined, fays he, to know nothing but

Jefus, by whom I have now received the atone-

ment. God forbid that I fhould glory, except

in the crofs of my Lord Jefus Chrill. I would

look upon all other things as drofs and dung,

compared to the excellency of the knowledge

of that one offering, by which he hath perfefted

for ever them that are fan£tified. In this his

prieftly office, bleeding and dying for me, he is

beyond defcription, beyond conception, full of

grace and truth; and daily he becomes more
lovely in mine eyes. As I difcover more of the

exceeding finfulnefs of my heart and life, my me-

ritorious Prieft grows more dear to me : I reft

more fafely on his atonement, fatisfied of its in-

finite fufficiency to bring me near to God. And
finding my faith and hopes eftablillied in it, and

through
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through it a free accefs to the Father, Jefus th^

facrificed Lamb of God becomes day by day-

more precious to my heart. His blood and

righteoufnefs are the continual rejoicing of my
foul. Oh ! bow happy am I in this my royal

Prieft : for now, even now have I redemption in

his blood, the forgivenefs of fms—I am fate from

the deftroying angel under the blood of fprink-

ling, and I have alfo boldnefs to enter into the

holieft by the blood of Jefus. Daily do I expe-

rience more of the riches of his grace, comfort-

ing, ftrengthening, and fandtifying me thro'

faith in his moft precious blood. Through this,

he faves me from hell, through this he beftows

upon me heaven, and for this lliall be my fong

of everlafting praife. Unto him who hath thus

exceedingly loved me, and hath waflied me from

my fms in his own blood, and hath made me,

the vileft of finners, a king and a prieft (amaz-

ing grace) unto God and his Father; to him be

glory and dominion for ever and ever. Ame?i.

Thefe are the breathings of the believing foul,

now become well-grounded upon the atonement,

and living upon the prieftly office of the Lord

Jefus Chrift, fqr peace and joy, and expefting

to be eftablilhed in them continually by his pow-

er, Vv'hich makes another of his offices neceffary

:

fur feme corruption or enemy, temptation or

trouble, will be always trying to draw the eye

of faith from looking untq Jefus the High Prieft

of
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of our profeflion ; and fiich is the believer's

helpleflTnefs, that he could not be fixed a mo-

ment, was not Jefus a prieft upon his throne,

almighty to make all his enemies his footftool,

and to rule in and over his people as their

KING. In this relation he exceedingly en-

dears himfeh" to them: for they are in themfelves

weak and helplefs. They are without ftrcngth

to refift the leaft temptation, or to overcome the

weakeft enemy. They cannot of themfelves fub-

due one corruption, or get the victory over a

fingle luft. Neither can they perform one aft of

fpiritual life. They cannot make nor keep them-

felves alive to God by any pov.'er of their own :

for without Chrift they can do nothing. Moft

mercifully then is his kingly office fuited to their

weaknefs. He is the great king over all the

earth, as God ; but he has a peculiar rule in and

over believers as God-man, the Head of the body

the church ; to which he is connefted by as clofe

and near a bond, as the members of the body

are with the head. He is the firfl: in dignity, as

'the head is, and in all things has the pre-emi-

nence i and what the natural head is to its mem-
bers, the fame he is to the members of his fpiri-

tual body : for he is the Head, from which all

the body, by joints and bands, having nourifli-

ment miniftered, and knit together, increafc*-

•eth with the incrcafe of God. And for the-ml-

liiftering
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niftering of proper nouriftiment and influence to

his members, he has all power in heaven and

earth in his hand. He is the Lord God omnipo-

tent, whofe kingdom ruleth over all. It is not

an outward thing, like the kingdoms of the

world ; but, fays he, the kingdom of God is

within you. He fets it up within, in the hearts

of his people, and there he fways the fceptre of

his grace, fubduing all the evils within, and con-

quering all the enemies without, by his almighty

arm. He takes them and theirs under his royal

proteftion, and manages all their matters for

them, until he bring them by his power, unto

eternal falvation. The power is his ; but by

faith it becomes theirs. When they find them-

felves helplefs and without ftrength, then they

look up to him to make them ftrong in the Lord,

and by faith reft upon his promifed ftrength, and

thereby receive whatever degree of it is needful

at that time. Thus they live by faith upon their

almighty King, and they glorify him by trufting

in. him for ftrength. By daily experience they

become more feniLble of their weaknefs, and

learn to live more out of themfelves upon him.

They find the fafety, the comfort of this. They

fee it is far better for them to be dependent up-

on Chrift, that his power may reft upon them,

than that they fliould be ftrong in themfelves

:

and therefore they rejoice, they take pleafure

in
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in their own weaknefs, becaufe it illuftrates and

magnifies the power of Chrirt, who does all for

them, and in them.

Hear one of thefe happy believers thus def-

cribing his cafe : I was caught up, fays he, into

the third heavens, into paradife, and I- heard there

unfpeakable words, which it is not poffible for

a man to utter: and left I fhould be exalted

above meafure, thro' the abundance of the reve-

lations, there was given to me a thorn in the

flefli, the meftenger of fatan to buffet me, left I

fliould be exalted above meafure ; for this thing

I befought the Lord thrice, that he would take

it away from me. And he faid unto me ; My
grace is fufficient for thee—My grace is fufti-

cient to fan£lify this crofs, and to fupport thee

under it; it will be fbl- my glory and for thy good

it fliould be continued : becaufe my ftrength is

made perfeft in weaknefs—The weaker thou art,

the more will my ftrength be magnified in bear-

ing thee up, until faith and patience have their

perfeft work. This divine anfwer from my Lord

and King fatisfied me, and I have for fourteen

years had fweet experience of the truth of it.

I am a witnefs to the all-fufficiency of Jcfus's

grace ; but never have I found fo much of it,

as when I have been the moft helplefs in myfelf;

and therefore moft gladly will 1 glory in my in-

firmities and weaknelles, that the power of

Chrlft may reft upon me, that his power maybe
Vol. I. I continually
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continually glorified by my continually depend-

ing upon him for it ; and that I may have frefli

evidence of Chrift's power working mightily ia

me. Since the Lord is thus become my ftrength,

I take pleafure in infirmities, in reproaches, in

neceffities, in perfecutions, in diftrcffes for Chrift's

fake, in whatever I fuffer for him and his

caufe : for when I am weak then am I ftrong,

—

weak in myfelf, ftrong in the Lord ; ftronger in

him the more fenfible I am ofmy own weaknefs,

and then ftrongeft of all, when finding I can do

nothing, I live by faith upon him to do all for

me. In this ftate of weaknefs and dependence I

glory, I take perfeft pleafure in it ; becaufe it

honours the kingly office of my LordChrift, and

makes it plain to myfelfand others, that he keeps

me every moment by liis mighty power: for fincc

I can do nothing, the excellency of the power

which does all in me and by me, appears evi-

dently to be of God, and not of man.

Reader, is not this an happy cafe r Is not that

man bkfled whofe ftrength is in the Lord, and

who- can fay in faith, Surely in the Lord have I

ftrength ? And what hinders thee from being as

ftrong in the Lord as Paul was r Thou haft the

fame prom ifes, the fame God and Saviour to ful-

fil them ; and, for thy greater encouragement to

live upon him by faith, for the fulfilling of them

to. thee, he has another office, in which he con-

dcfcends to-be thy

. ADVOCATE,
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ADVOCATE, freely to take thy caufe in

hand, and to fee it carried in the court of

heaven. In this character he would reprefent

himfelf, as having undertaken to anfwer all

charges againft thee from whatever quarter they

come, and to obtain for thee every bleffing pro-

mifed in his word, and for which thou applieft

to him by faith in the time of need. In this

amiable light he would have thee to confider him

as thy dayfman, to whom, being thy Saviour

and thy Friend, thou mayeft fafely refer thy

caufe, as the Mediator between God and man,

who will tranfaft all thy matters for thee with

the Father, and as thy IntercelTor, who appears in

the prefence of God for thee, that every bleffing

of his falvationmay be thine. Under thefe names

the fcripture defcribes the advocatefhip of the

Lord Chrift, which office he fuftains for thy fakCj

to encourage thee to come with boldnefs to the

throne of his grace. Thou haft a friend there,

who is bound by his word, and alfo by his of-

fice, to fee that thou want no manner of thing

which is good; and although all things feem to

make againft thee, and thou canft find no human

means of obtaining the promifed good, which

thou wantcft, then look up to the Lord Jefus.

Thou wilt glorify him at fuch a time, if thou

canft truft in his interceffion, and if the work-

ings of thy faith be fuch as thefe—

I 2 Although
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Although I am Icfs than the lead: of God's

mercies, a vile fmner, and to this moment an

unpidfitablc fervant, deferving for my very bed

works and duties to be puniflied with cverlaft-

ing deftruftion from the prefence of the Lord ;

yet glory be to his infinite grace, I have an Ad-

vocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the Righ-

teous, and he is the Propitiation for my fins. All

the bleflings which he has promifed to give his

dear people, as their Saviour, their Prophet,

Prieft, and King, he is my Advocate with the

Father to obtain for me.—A righteous Advo-

cate, who aflcs nothing but what he has a right

to, and who never aflcs in vain. It hath pleafed

the Father, that all fulnefs fliould dwell in the

Head of the body, the church, and it pleafeth

him that the members fhould, from the fulnefs of

their Head, receive abundantly all the influence

they -want : for the Father himfelf loveth them,

and out of his infinite love gave his Son to be

their head, that he might fill all in all of them

What then may not I expe£l from fueh an Ad-

vocafe with fuch a Fathfer ? Already have I re-

ceived fo much that I know Jefus appears in the

prefence of God for me. I can truft my caufe

in his hands He has taught me to leave all my
ttaattcrs to his management, and I defire mor^

fimply to refign them up to him. I find every

thing goes on well which is left to his dire£tion,

and nothing mifcarries but what I undertake

^ without
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Avithput him. Oh for more f^ith ? The Lord in-

creafe it, that my precious Advocate may be

more glorified by my trufting him more, and that

he may have all the honour of conducing my

affairs, fpiritual and temporal, in earth and

heaven, in time and in eternity : Even fo be it.

Lord Jefus.

After the believer has been taught thus to

trull; the Lord Chrift, and to expeft that grace

wiiich in his feveral offices he is engaged to

give, then his converfation will be well ordered :

and as he daily grows in faith and dependence

upon Chrift, he will walk more in the comfort

of the Holy Ghoft : his outward as well as in-

ward matters, will come under the influence of

grace, and will be left to the direction and go-

vernment of the Lord Jefus, which is another

excellency of the life of faith, and which ren-

ders it infinitely preferable to any other way of

Jiving.

The ftate of the cafe is this : Chrift has all

power in heaven and earth given unto him.

As God-man he has a mediatorial kingdom,

which ruleth over all created beings and things ;

for they fubfift by the word of his power, and
are upheld by his providence : fo that whatever,

in his infinite love and wifdom, he fees beft for

his people, he is almighty to beftow it on them.
They can want no promifed good, nor fufFer any
outward evil j but he is able to give the one.

and
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and to deliver from the other. Their wants are

many, their fufferings great. Sin has brought

diforder upon the whole creation. The outward

ftate of man in the world is full of mifery, not

only following him, but alfo in him, in his very

frame and conftitution.—Pain, ficknefs, morta-

lity in his body, emptinefs in his enjoyments,

difappointments, loffes, worldly cares, fomething

or other in body or eftate troubling him j for

man is born to trouble. What manner of love

then is this, that God our Saviour would take

thefe things under his government, and manage

them for the good of his people, whom he would

have to be happy in him in this world, as well

as in the next. He has given them many great

and precious promifes relating to the life that

now is, and he is faithful who hath promifed to

fupply their earthly wants, to fanftify their fuf-

ferings, and to make all things work together

under him for their good. He has kindly under-

taken their temporal, as well as their fpiritual

concerns ; for nothing was left out of the cove-

nant of grace. It was ordered in all things.

The outward ftate and condition of believers,

their poverty or riches, health or ficknefs, trials

of every kind, how great they fhould be, how

long they fhould continue, are all appointed,

and unalterably fixed ;
nothing left for chance

to do. When the Lord God determined to

bring many fons unto glory througli Chrift Jefus,

4 the
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the means by which he intended to bring them

unto that end, were in his purpofe, as well as

the end itfelf : therefore all things were ordered

and made furc, even to the very hairs of their

head ; for they are all numbered. What a con-

tinual fource of comfort is this to believers ?

Their prefent happinefs is provided for as well

as their eternal, in the covenant of grace. God

is become their God, has made himfelf known

to them in this covenant-relation, and has there-

by bound himfelf to give whatever he fees will

be the befl: for them. But becaufe he knoweth

their frame, and how apt they are, under hard

and long trials of faith, to be difcouraged,, he

has therefore made them many fweet temporal

promifes for their fupport. Left they fliould be

weary and faint in their minds, he has engaged

to deliver them from all evil, " Many are the

" affli£lions of the righteous, but the Lord de-

" livereth him out of them all," Pfalm xxxiv. 19.

He delivers two w^iys, either by entirely remov-

ing the affliftion, or by changing its nature ; for

he takes the curfe out of it, and turns it into a

real blefling, he makes it the means ofincreafing

faith and patience, fweetens it with a fenfe of

his prefcnce, and demonftrates that it comes
from love, by its increafmg ]o\'c to him in the

heart of the righteous. This is the bcft deli-

verance, -as one of the grcateft fufierers for

Chrift witneffes, who, upon the mention of his

affliftions.
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afflictions, declares :
" Out of them all the Lord

" delivered me," by faving me from the evil

that was in them, and by making them yield

the peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs.

The Lord has alfo engaged to beftow upon

believers all good : They that feek the Lord

" fliall not want any good thing," Pfal. xxxiv. lo.

Their loving Shepherd will fee that they lack

nothing, no good thing will he with-hold from

them. To the fame purpofe are the promifes

in the New-Teftamcnt, Matt. vi. 33. Seek ye

firft the kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs,

&nd all thefe things, food and raiment, and all

neceffaries, fliall be added unto you. I your

God and Saviour give you my word for it ; truft

me, and you fliall never want. With confidence

did he believe it, who faid to the Phillippiaus,

iv. 19. " My God fliall fupply all your need,

<* according to his riches in glory by Chrift

" Jefus." What a powerful motive is here for

the ftrengthening of our faith, that be our wants

ever fo many, ever fo great, our God has en-

gaged to fupply them all ! We may boldly then

caft all our care upon him, fmce he careth for

us, and may reft aflured of his managing our

whole out\vard eftate, infinitely better than we

could for ourfelves. What trouble, what bur-

dens fliall we be hereby eafed of ! What peace

of mind fliall we enjoy, when we can give up

s,Il our temporal concerns into the Lord's hands,

and
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and by faith fee them all condu£led for our

good, by his infinite wifdom and almighty love !

BlefTed furely is the man who thus putteth his

truft in the Lord his God. He is delivered frora

the anxious care of getting, and from the fear of

lofing what he has got : he is eafy about the

prefent, the future he leaves to the Lord : his

converfation is without covetoufnefs, and he is

content with fuch things as he has, and thereby

he efcapes thoufands of the common troubles of

life. In this fweet peace he enjoys his foul, be-

caufe the Lord has faid to him—" I will never

" leave thee nor forfake thee," in any ftate, in

any want, or in any diftrefs—I will be ever with

thee to turn all things, feem they ever fo afflict-

ing, into real bleffings. Trufting to this word,

which cannot be broken, he may boldly fay. The
Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what

man fhall do unto me : let the world perfecute

me, my trade fail, poverty pinch me, ficknefs

pain me, friends leave me, and all outward com-

forts forfake me, neverthelefs I am a happy man.

The Lord Chrift is my portion, my all-fufficient

portion ftill, and thefe things, being of his ap-

pointment, are for the beft. I find them fo,

glory be to him. He makes them the means of

weaning me from the world, deadening the old

man of fin, bringing me to a more intimate ac-

(juaintance with himfelf, and to a greater expe-

rience of his goodnefs to my foul ; whereby he

enables
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enables me to truft all things for time and for

eternity in his hands, who hath faid unto me,

and faithful is he that hath fpoken, who alfo

will do it, " I will never leave thee nor forfake

«' thee."

But fome may fay. Are there any perfons who

live thus above the world, freed from its cares

and fears, and troubles ? Yes, thanks be to God
for his unfpeakable gift. He has promifed to

make all things to work together for good to

them that love him, and he has had witnefTes in

every age of his faithfulnefs in fulfilling his prO'

mifes. Read that little book of martyrs, He-

brews, xi. and you will fee how happy they were

in God, not only in profperity, but alfo when

all the world was againft them. Great were the

triumphs of their faith. They chofe to fuffer

affli£lion, rather than to enjoy the pleafures of

fin for a feafon ; they efteemed the reproach of

Chrift, and fet more value upon it than upon

riches and honours. And we have a great cloud

of witneffes in the New-Tcftamcnt, who re-

joiced that they were accounted worthy to fuf-

fer fhame for the name of Chrift, who blelfed

their revilers, prayed for their perfecutors, and

took joyfully the fpoiling of their goods. Hear

one of them fpeaking the fentiments of the reft :

" I account all things but lofs, for the excellen-

" cy of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord,

" for whom I have fufFered the lofs of all things,

" and
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" and I do account them but dung, that I may
" win Chrift." Still there are fome among us of

Paul's mind. The Lord hath not left himfelf

without witnefs. We have a few names, (may

the Lord daily add to their number) who can

truft all their temporal affairs in the hands of

Chrift, and who find the happinefs of having

them in his management. He does all things

well for them : what would make them un-

happy he takes upon himfelf—" caft thy

*' burden on the Lord," fays he, " and he

" fliall fuftain thei-e," and he does fuftain the

weight of it, and thereby frees them from

anxious care, and gives them fweet content.

They have enough, let them have ever fo little

of outward things, becaufe they have got the

Pearl of great price. Chrift is theirs, and the

Spirit of Chrift enables them to make up all their

happinefs in him, and not in the things which

perifli in the ufing. Chrift, with bread and wa-

ter, is worth ten thoufand worlds. Chrift, with

pain, is better than the higheft pleafures of fin.

Chrift, with all outward fufferings, is matter of

prefent, and of eternal joy. Surely thefe are the

only happy people living. Reader, art thou not

one of them ? Art thou not a partaker of their

happinefs ? If thou art a believer, it is thy privi-

lege ; thy title to it is good, and thou entereft

into poffefiion by faith, and if it be fo weak that

ihou art not foliappy as they are, thou fliouldeft

take
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Uke lliame to thyfelf for difhonouring God thy

Ss-viour, for robbing him of his glory before

rnen, and for injuring thine own foul, by not

committing aU thy outward matters unto his

guidance. Whi^t could he do more, than he

has done, to encourage thee to leave thcra to

him, that he rnight manage them for thee ? He
has given thep argument upon <irgument, pro-

mifes in abundance, bonds which cannot be

broken, immutable things, in which it is impof-

fible that God flaould lie, to convince thee that

thou mayeft fafely truft in him for all tem-

poral things which he knows will be for thy

good. O pray then for more faith. Beg

of the Lord to enable thee to walk more by faith,

and lefs by fenfe, that thou mayeft commit thy

"way entirely unto him, and he may direft all thy

paths. The more thou trufteft in him, the hap-

pier he will make thee. Therefore daily intreat

him to deliver thee from taking any anxious

thought for thy life, what thou flialt eat, or

what thou lhalt drink ; or yet for thy body what

thou (halt put on. Since he knoweth thou haft

need of all thofe things, and has fent thee to

the fowls of the air, and to the grafs of the field,

to fee what a rich provifion he makes for them ;

art thqu not much better than they ? Oh ! pray

ftill for the increafe of faith, that all thy worldly

matters being refigned, and given up into the

hands of the Lord thy God, thou mayeft be

eafed
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eafed of many weights knd burdens, and maycft

ruh with more patiierice and joy the race that is

fet before thee.

As thefe fathers in Chrift learn by daily ex-

perience, to live more upon him for the bread

that periflieth, fo do they for the bread that

endureth unto everlafting life. They attain

tb a fixed fettled dependence upon Chrift for

the conducing of all things belonging to their

ftate of grace, to their comfortable walk in it,

and to their finilhing their courfe happily. They

grow in the knowledge of thofc blelTed truths,

are more grounded and better eftablillied in

them, and thefe being "received and enjoyed by

faith, do manifeft the excellency of living by It

above any other ftate, except that of glory.

Firft, they are pardoned and accepted in the

Beloved—In him partakers of everycovenant-mer-

cy ; for he was made of God unto them wifdom,

righteoufnefs,fan£tification,and redemption. His

whole falvation is theirs. And this is their ftate

of grace, into which he has brought them, and

by faith put them into the prefent enjoyment of

it.

• This was largely treated of before, but can-

not be too much infifted upon, both becaufe

there is a growth in the knowledge of the cove-

nant, and clearer evidence daily to be had of the

believer's intereft in it, and alfo becaufe the love

and wifdom and mercy in contriving, the power



LIFE OF FAITtt.

in executing, the grace in applying, the bleflings

of the covenant, are all infinite. The height

and depth, the length and breadth of thofe di-

vine perfeftions cannot be fully comprehended.

They furpafs knowledge ; fo that if a believer

knows a great deal of the way of falvation ; yet

there is ftill more, far more to be known. So

long as he lives he muft be learning, waiting up-

on the divine Prophet for his inward teaching,

and he will become more dependent upon him,

the more he learns : for the wifer he grows, the

clearer views will he have of his having attained

as yet but little wifdom, which makes him prefs

forward. He believes that all the treafures of

wifdom and knowledge are laid up in Chrift,

and he longs for more knowledge of his gracious

undertakings, of his adorable perfon, and of his

full and free falvation. He follows on to know
the l.ord. He advances from one degree to

another, from faith to faith, and is not fatisfied

with any difcovery until that which is in part be

done away, and he fhall know even as alfo he is

known.

The believer, being thus fatisfied that he is in

a fafe Rate, looks up to the Lord to keep him^

and to enable him to walk comfortably in it,

which is another excellency of the life of faith-

All things are well ordered in the covenant for

every ftep he is to take : all trtafured up in the

fulnefs of Chriil:, and hv Tailh received out of it.

The



LIFE OF FAITH. I43

The believer has many enemies oppofmg him in

his way heaven-wards ; but in Chrift he has

ftrength fufficient to conquer them all, and does

conquer them. His worft enemy, that gives him

moft uneafinefs, is indwelling fin, which is never

at reft, like the troubled fea, always cafting

up fome of its filthy motions and corruptions;

fo that when he is in prayer, it is ever trying to

amufe and diftraft the mind with a thoufand vain

and idle thoughts, to weaken faith by its carnal

reafonings and doubts, or when he is in any hoi}-

duty, it is ever prefent with him to hinder him

from doing it fo perfe£lly as he would. Over this

enemy there is no victory but by faith. The old

man of fin defies all ftrength, except that which

is almighty, and therefore this the Lord has pro-

mifed ; and thefe believers had experience of

his faithfulnefs, whofe iniquities he had pardon-

ed, and who declared, Af/f^. vii. 19. " He Vvill

" fubdue our iniquities." He will do it : He is

engaged by promife, by office, it is his glory to

favc his people from the dominion of their fins.

On him therefore they depend for continual vic-

tory, and according to their faith fo is it done

unto them. While they fight againft fin, rely-

ing on the ftrength of their almighty King, they

always conque*. His arm fubducs the ftrongcft

luft ; but if they attack the weakeft v. ithout

him, they are infallibly conquered. And this

has fo often liappened to thof;; fathers that know
him
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him that is from the beginning, that now thejr

never dare go down to battle, but with their

eyes upon the Lord. He has taught them to

depend wholly upon him for the crucifying of

the old man of fin day by day, and in the power

of his might, armies of lufts are made to flee

before them. The captain of their falvation

encourages them to fight on, not only by fubdu-

ing fin in them ; but alfo by making this the

earneft of their having in him an abfolute morti-

fication of fin. By faith they fee it, and his vic^

torious grace will never leave them until he put

them into full polTeflion of it. Thanks be to

God through Jefus Chrift their Lord, ere long

they fliall have pcrfeft and everlafting viftory

over the whole body and being of fin. And
As the old man is thus crucified, fo is the new

man quickened by the power of Jefus, received

by faith, according to whdt is written, " The
" jufl fliall live by his faith." The juftified

perfon by his union with Chrift is a partaker

of the grace of life, and in virtue of this

union he lives upon Chrift as a member does

in the body, and thereby he has communion

with the Father, by the bond of the Spirit:

and this fpiritual life is begun and carried

on by faith ; it is a life of faith, not as if faith

quickened a dead finncr ; for Chrift is our

life. But the fcnfc and comfort, and ftrength of

that life which Chrift gives, are received by-

faith
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faith, and thefe are according as faith Is. If

faith be weak, fo are they. As it grows, fo do

they. Which difcovers to us another wonderful

excellency of the life of faith, fince by it we

now partake of a fpiritual and eternal life :
" For

" he that belleveth hath everlafting life," hath

it now, is already pafled from death unto life,

and he looks up to the Lord and Giver of it for

every thing needful, and expc6ts it out of his

fulnefs. Hear one of thefe happy believers thus

relating his cafe. I am dead to the law, fays he,

yet alive to God ; I am crucified with Chrift.

and am a partaker of the merit and power of his

crofs, and by faith I have in him an abfolute cru-

cifixion of fin ; and although the old man is thus

crucified, yet the new man liveth : neverthelefs

I live, yet not I—I live a fpiritual life, yet not I

as a natural man, I did not quicken myfelf ; I

cannot keep myfelf alive, Chrift liveth in me, he

is the Author of my life, and on him I depend

for the continuance of it in time and in eternity :

for the life which I now live in the fiefli, while I

am in this body of fin and death, I live by the

faith of the Son of God ; he is the Author, he

is the Obje£t of that faith, by which I have re-

ceived life from him : by an a^ of fovereign

grace he quickened me from a death in trefpaffes

and fins, and united me as a living member into

his myftical body, and I am kept alive through

his living, afting, and working in me by his

Vol. I. K Spirit 5
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Spirit ; he dwelleth in my heart by faith, and

the more clearly I fee this, the more do I love

and enjoy the Prince of life, my preciouSj

above all ex-preflion, infinitely, eternally pre-

cious Jefus,. vrlio loved me and gave himfelf for

me, that by his death I might be dead to fin,

and by his refurreftion might live to and with:

God for ever and ever. Thanks and praifc be t®

thee without ceafing, thou dear Lamb of God,

for thy love to me the chief of finners. Let all

thy people fay, Amen.

This i& the happy cafe of thofe believers, who
arc like the blclTcd Paul, ftrong in the Lord

Chrift. By his death they are dead to fin, and

bc-caufe he liveth they are alive to God : for they

who are joined to the Lord are one fpirit. And
as their faith increafes, they have more fpirltual

fellowfliip with Chrift in his death and refurrec-

tion, not only in the merit, but alfo in the effi-

cacy of both. They grow more dependent up-

on the Lord's flrcngthy and he daily mortifies in

them tlie old niaxi of fin, and as he grows weaker

their other enemies have Icfs power over them.

By their lulls fatantempts them, the more thefe are

mortified, the weaker will be his temptations. By

their lufts,by the luftsof the fl[cfl>,thc luftof theeye,

snd the pride of life, the world tempts them, as

thcfe are fubdued, they will be more crucified

to the world.. Chrift living, dwelling, and reign-

5 ing
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\ng in them by faith, will day by day weaken the

ftrength of fin and fatan, and the world ; and by

the po-vrer of his death and refurre6tion h6 w ill be

conforming them more to his own image and

likenefs. He will by faith enable them to be

growing up into him in all things, as long as

they live. They will be going on from ftrength

to ftrength, till fin and death be fwallowed up

in vi£lory.

Until that happy time come, he has appointed

certain mer^nSi. in the ufe of which they are to

wait for the continual receiving of grace from

him to deaden the old man, and for the growth

of the new. And this grace they receive, not

merely becaufe they ufe the means, but becaufe

they ufe them in faith, expefting his prefence

in, and blcfling upon them. Believers fet the

Lord always before them, and look through the

means at him : for without him they are good for

nothing ; but when obfervcd, according to his

mind and will, as a£ls of truft in his promife, and

of dependence upon his faithfulnefs, then they

ahfwer the end for which they w^re inftituted,

and become the means of fpiritual Communion

with him. And thus legal duties become

chriftian privileges. One of thefe means is at-

tendance upon public worfhip, the ground and

reafon for which is Chrift's promife--" Where
" two or three are gathered together in my name,
« there am I in the midft of them."—Two or

K 2 three
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tlirec believers make a cliuixh, when they are

gathered together in the name of Chrift's divi-

nity. By faith they expect the fulfilling of his

promife, and his prcfence in the midft of them ;

and they are then moft fpiritiial worfliippers,

when they are looking moft unto Jefus, and en-

joying communion wnth him. What are their

I)r&yers but acts of faith and dependence?

" Whatever ye fliall aflc, fays Chrift, in my
" name, believing ye fliall receive." Which

words fliew us that prayer is nothing wortli,

unlefs it be prefentcd in Chrift's name, and in

faith relying on Chrift's promife to hear and an-

fwer. The objeft of prayer is the Godhead in

three perfons. The addrefs to each is in their

covenant-offices, and the petitions to each fliould

be according as they ftand related to fmners in

thofe offices, and the communion with the di-

vine perfons is thus exprefled—" Through Chrift

" Jefus we have an accefs by one Spirit unto

" the Father and whatever we alk believing

we receive. What is believers hearing the

word ? Is it not a continual dependence upon

their divine Teacher to make his word fpirit and

life unto their fouls ? They expeft his prefence

to enable them to mix faith with what they

hear, and then they grow thereby. What iis

their keeping the Lord's day? Is it not to

cxprefs their beHef of his being rifen, and

entered into his reft, and of their having,

by
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by believing, entered into refl alfo, and there-

fore they wait upon Chrift in the ordinances

to keep them, until he bring them to his eternal

fabbath, to that rell which remaineth for the

people of God. What is their attendance upon

the Lord's fupper ? Is it not the communion of

the blood of Chrift, and the communion of the

body of Chrift, a real partaking by faith of his

broken body, and of his precious blood flied-

ding, and of all the benefits of his paflion ? In

thefe and all other ways of God's appointment,

they expe6l Chrift's prefence, and therefore

they go to them with gladnefs of heart to

meet him. He is the dear Objeft of their Iqve,

and he grows more lovely by every day's expe-

rience. They tafte and fee more how gracious

he is, and therefore to converfe with him in

prayer, and to be in his company in the ordi-

nances, becomes more fweet and delightful to

them. Oh ! what happy moments do they

therein fpend ! All the great, rich, and pleafant

things in the world are lefs than nothing com-

pared to this joy. Communion with Chrift is

heaven begun ; and by faith they enjoy it, and

nothing can rob them of it but fin ; which makes

them careful in their life and converfation to

pleafe their gracious Lord. They depend upon

him to teach them his will, and to give them-

ftrength to perform it, that they may walk be-

fore him in all well-plcafing. Whatever is op-

pofite
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polite to his will they dread, becaufe it would
deprive them of their greateft bleffing, even

communion with their beft and bofom Friend.

Sin viewed in this light, is blacker and viler than

all the devils in hell. The love of Chrift flicws

fm in its exceeding finfulnefs, and faith working

by love to Chrift gains daily viftory over it. He
who has the love of Chrift in his heart will be

thereby fweetly conftrained to fight againft, and

powerfully enabled to conquer fin, fo that it can^

not feparate him from his beloved Saviour, nay,

it fliall make him live in clofer and nearer con*

nexion. The motions of fin within, and temp->

tations without, to \vhich he is continually lia-

ble, will fliew him the neceflity of living in a

fettled dependence upon the grace and ftrength

of the Captain of his falvation, who will lead

him on conquering and to conquer, until he

make him at laft more than conqueror.

The fame faith, working by love, has gained

the hearts and afFe£lions of believers over to the

intereft of holinefs, and the commandments

now ceafe to be grievous. Love to Chrift, who
is perfect righteoufnefs and holinefs, cannot con-

firt with the hatred of either ; nay, they are re-

newed after his image in both, and renewed in

knowledge, that they might know his precious

image, and renewed in heart, that they might

love it ; therefore being thus created anew in

Chrift Jcfus, they will certainly, in the inner-

maiii
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man, delight m rightcoufnefs and true holinefs.

He has fhcd his love abroad in their hearts, has

won them to himfclf, and now nothing is dearer

to them than that evcrlafting rigiiteoufnefs by

which he juftifies them, and that true holinefs,

of which they are become partakers in him,

which they evidence by a ^holy walk, and in

which he will prcfent -ihera holy and unblame-

able and unrebukeable before the Father. Thus

he has perfectly fecured the intereft of iiolmefs

and the glory of the mofi: holy God ; for they

are his workmanfliip, created unto good woiks,

-to love them, to do them, to walk in them as

the way to the kingdom, and they liv« by faitii

iipon Chrift's ftrength for will and power to da

them, and upon his intejceffion for the accep-

tance of them, laying them ail upon the goldea

altar that fan6lifieth the gifts. Thus their whole

dependence is upon Chrift. He is all, and in a^l

of their Chrillian walk. To him they look for

every tiling needful, to .enable them to glorify

God in their lives, and to flaew fc^rth the virtues

of him tliat hath called them ; on his grace they

jely, that their converfation may be as becorneth

the gofpel of Chriii, and that they may adorn the

do£lrine of G^d their Saviour in >ill things ; and

ihey find in him a fui^ciency of grace, yea, the/

can do all things, and fuffcr all things thro'

Chrift ftrengthening them. Whatever difficul-

ties they meet with in the way of duty, Icanin^^

up01}
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upon their Beloved, he carries them thro' all

—

Whatever temptations, I v^'ill be with thee, fays

•he, in the hour of temptation, look unto me,

and thou (halt be faved—Whatever enemies.

Fear them not, fays he, for I am with thee, be

not difmayed, for I am thy God, I will ftrengthen

thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold

thee with the right hand of my righteoufnefs—

Whatever forrows. Your forrows, fays he, (hall

be turned into joy, and your joy no man taketh

from you—Whatever fickncfs, I will ftrengthen

thee upon the bed of languilliing, and I will

make all thy bed in thy ficknefs—Whatever po-

verty, I will be a ftrength to the poor, a ftrength

to the needy in his diftrefs—Whatever perfecu-

tion, Bleffed are ye, fays he, who are perfecuted

for righteoufnefs fake, I pronounce you, I will

make you, bleffed. Thus Chrift is with them,

and none of the evils or miferies of life can fe-

parate them from him. He keeps them fafe, and

carries them through all their trials by his mighty

power, and they, trufting in him, find that he

makes all things work together for their good.

What a bleffed life is this ! Surely there is none

like it : for the life of faith is glory begun. The
privileges, the happinefs of it, are greater than

can be defcribed. The ftrongeft believers upon

earth may daily know more, and may experience

far more of the comfort of walking by faith,

becaufe as they grow more eftablifhed in it, they

will
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will be receiving more power over fin, and will

walk nearer to God, Having but one obje£i to

look unto and to live upon for all things ; here

they will be quietly fettled. What can fo effec-

tually keep them from being toffcd to and fro,

as to have all fulnefs trcafiired up for their ufe

in Chrift, and to be brought to a fixt dependence

upon this fulnefs, and to live upon it for all

things belonging to life and godlinefs ? Hereby

fweet peace will be eftabliraed within, and there

will be a regular walk in the outward converfa-

tion. The whole man will experience what the

Lord has promifcd to his redeemed people, " I

" will caufc them to walk by the rivers of

" waters in a ftraight way, wherein they fliall

" not Humble." He leads them by his Spirit,

and caufes them to walk by the rivers of waters,

where there are abundant ftreams of grace con-

tinually flowing, and he guides them in a ftrait

way, that they Iball not ftumble or err therein ;

but fliall be kept happily to the end of their

courfe, and fliall finifli it to their everlafting joy.

And
This is anotlicr ineftimable privilege of be-

lievers. Chrill has engaged to keep them unto

the end ; and having begun a good work in

them, he has promifed never to leave it until it

be finiflied. What a ftrengthening is this to

their faith, and what a glory does it put upon

the whole life oi faith, that it is a life which

cannot
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cannot perifli ? Believers have in them the in>

mortal feed of eternal life. This is the crown

of all : for how will this bear them up under

crolTes, fupport them in troubles, carry them on

in their warfare againft the flefii, the devil, and

the world, and make them defy all dangers, yea

death itfelf, fince they are alTured, from the

mouth of God their Saviour, that none fliall

pluck them out of his hands. They do not truft

themfelves, or have any dependence upon grace

received, but they rely upon the faithfulnefs and

power of Jefus, who has given them abundant

evidence, that he will Avater them with his grace

every moment, and hold them up by his ftrength,

and they fliall be fafe. How confident were be-

lievers of this in the Old Teftament ? One of

them who had attained this aflurance of faith,

fays, " Surely goodnefs and mercy fliall follow

" me all the days of my life :" and he, with

many others who had obtained like precious

faith with him declare,—This is our God for

" ever, he will be our guide even unto death
:"

They were fure he would be their God, and

w^ould follow them with mercy, and guide them^

and do them good in life and death. To the

fame purpofc our L(?rd has promifcd believers,

^* My flieep hear my voice, and I know them,

" and they follow me, and I give unto them
** eternal life, and they fliall never perifli, nei-

" iher fliall vny pluck them out of my hand."

How
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How confidently did he truft in Chrift for the

fulfilling of this blelTed promife, who faid, " I

" am fully pcrfuaded that neither death nor life,

** nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

** things prefent, nor things to come, nor height,

*' nor depth, nor any other creature fiiall be

" able to feparate us from the love of God
" which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord." Oh ! fweet

words of comfort ! how happy was Paul in this

afilirancc of faith ! It is thy privilege, beh'cver,

as well as his. Thou haft the fame promifes that

he had, the fame God to fulfil them, and thy

faith ought to be growing until thou be affured

that no creature, not all the powers on earth,

nor the gates of hell, can feparate thee from

Chrift. They may as foon get into heaven and

cut off Chrift's right hand, which is impoffible,

as cut off one of the members of Chrift's myfti-

cal body.

If thou art ready to fay, I fee clearly how I

Ihould glorify my dear Lord, and how happy I

fhould be, if my faith was but like Paul's in this

point, but I am fo weal?, and liable to fall, and

mine enemies fo numerous and mighty, that I

fometimes fear I lliall never be able to hold out

unto the end. Becaufe thou art fuch, there-

fore the Lord has given thee his promife that he

will hold thee up, and thou (halt be fafe. And
this promife is part of the covenant, which is

prdcred in all things, and fare. Look at that,

and
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and not at thyfelf. Confider the Meffenger oT
the covenant, in whom it is all ordered, and by
whom it is fare. When thy unfaithfulnefs would
difcourage thee, think of his faithfulnefs. Let
thy weaknefs remind thee of his ftrength. If

indeed he leave thee a fmgle moment thou wilt
fall

:
but he has promifed, I will never leave tliee'.

If the. number and ftrength of thine enemies
make thee fear left thou fliouldeft one day perifh
by the hand of Saul, he fays to thee, thou flialt

be kept by the power of God through faith unto
falvation. But if thou art tempted to doubt,
finding thy revolting heart apt to turn from the
Lord, " I will put my fear, fays he, into thy
" heart, that thou flialt not depart from me."
Obferve, it is his faithfulnefs and power, and not
thine, which is to keep thee, and has covenant-
ed to do it, and he has all power in heaven and
earth, and he has given thee promife upon pro-

mife for the eftablifliment of thy faith, that thou

mightcft be certain he will love thee, and keep
thee unto the end. And when he has brought

thee to a certainty of it, then thy comfort will

be full. Chrift will be magnified in thee, now
he has made thee one of thofe fathers, who have

known him that is from the beginning. He has

taught thee fo to know him, as to truft him for

all things, and in all times. This is his crown

and glory. He has enthroned himfelf in thy

heart, as thy perfeft Saviour, and his kingdom
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is witliin thee, even righteoufnefs and peace»

and joy in the Holy Ghoft. Now thy Calling

and. thy election is fure. Thou knoweft that he

is faithful who liath promifed to keep thee, who
alfo will do it. And having this alTtirance of

faith, attended with the rejoicing of hope, and

being fealed by the bleffed Spirit to the day of

redemption, furely thou art an happy man, tlirice

happy, whom the Lord has thus highly fa\'oured.

How infinit^^ly indebted art thou to his grace !

Oh ! what thanks and praifes doft thou owe,

more than thou canfl: ever pay, for what he has

already done for thee ! And yet this is only the

dawning of the perfe£l day. His prefent favours

are only earnefts and pledges of what he will

hereafter give thee. Therefore ftill truft in him,

and he will enlighten thee more by his Word and

Spirit, he will enliven, ftrengthen, and cftablilh

thee more. Thy faith will daily reft more affu-

redly upon him, the joy of thy hope will en-

creafe, thy love will yet more abound. He will

guide thee by his counfel in an even courfe, and

will receive thee bto glory.

Thus have I treated, as 1 was able, of the

fafety and happinefs of living by faith upon the

Son of God, and have defcrlbed the common
hinderances which ftop its growth, and the vic-

tory over them, which the Lord gives his people.

I have been forced to be very fliort, and could

only throw out fome hints upon this copious fjb-

jea.
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je£l. May the good Lord pardon what Is amifs,

and blefs abundantly what is according to his

mind and will. If thou haft followed me, reader,

in thy experience, and art indeed a happy be-

liever, living upon thy bleflfed Jefus, for his pro*

mifed heaven ; and for all things promifed to

thee in the way thither, think what a debt thou

owcft him ! how dear and precious fliould he be

to thy heart ? He has faved thee from all evil, he:

will blefs thee with all good. As furely as thoil

haft the earneft, thou flialt have the purchafed

poffeflion. Oh ! what a Saviour is this ! he has

already beftowed upon thee the exceeding riches

of his grace, but how great will be the riches of

the glory, which he will give thee ? Thou wilt

foon fee him as he is, and then thou fhalt be like

him. No tongue can tell how great that glory-

will be, not all the tongues in heaven, after the

number of the ele£l fliall be perfefted, no not

after they have enjoyed it for millions of ages :

never, never will they be able to fhew forth all

- his praife for making them like himfelf. Surely

then, while thou art waiting for this glory, which

ftiall be revealed, thou wilt be going on from

faith to faitli, that thy beloved Saviour may be-

come more dear to thee ; and that thou mayeft

have more clofe and intimate communion with

him. Every day's experience fliould bring thee

to love his appearing more. Having tafted how

gracious he is, thou fliouldeft be longing for the

marriage
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marriage fupper of the Lamb with fervent de-

jire. And being now a father in Chrill, and

ftrong in faith, thou wilt be often looking up to

him, and faying.

Make hafte, my beloved, and take me to thy-

felf—let me fee tliee face to face, and enjoy thee,

thou dcareft Jefus, whom my foul longeth after.

It is good to live upon thee by faith, but to live

Avith thee is beft of all. I have found one day iu

thy courts, converfing fweetly with thee, better

than a thoufand, but this has only whetted my
appetite : the more communion I have with thee,

1 hunger and thirft ftill for more. My foul

panteth for nearer, ftill nearer communion with

thoe. When fliall I come to appear before the

prefence of God } O thou Light of my life,

thou Joy of my heart, thou knowefl. how I wifli

for the end of my faith, when I fiiall no longer

fee through a glafs darkly, but with open face

behold the glory^ of my Lord. Thou haft fo en-

deared thyfelf to me, thou precious Immanuel,

by ten thoufand thoufand kindncffes, that I can-

not be entirely fatisfied, until I have the full

vifion and complete enjoyment of thyfelf. The
day of our efpoufals has been a blefled time.

O for the marriage of the Lamb, when I lhall

be prcfented as a chafte virgin to my heavenly.

Bridegroom ! How can I but long earneftly for

tliii full enjoyment of thy everlafting love

!

Come,
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Come, Lord Jefus, let me fee thee as thou art.

Come, and make me like unto thee. I do love

thee, I am now happy in thy love, but not fo as

I hope to be. I am often interrupted here, and

never love thee fo much as I defire ; but thefe

blefled fpirits ftanding now round thy throne are

perfcftcd in love. Oh ! that I was once admit-

ted to fee as they do, the glory of God in the

face of Jefus Chrft ! Is not that the voice of my
Beloved, which I hear anfwcring, Sure/y I come

quickly i Amen, fay I, even fo come. Lord

Jefus. Make hafte, my Beloved, and be thou

like to a roe, or to a young hart upon the moun-

tains of fpices.

Are not thefe, believer, the breathings of thy

foul ? Since the time for them is fliort, may

they grow V\^armer, and more afFe£tionate every

day ! Thou wilt wait but a little while before

thou flialt fee the King in his perfeft beauty,

and thou flialt be a bleffed partaker of his eter-

nal glory. And if he make thefe few lines any

means of bringing thee to fee more of his beauty

at prefent, to live more upon his fulnefs, and

to be happier in him ; I hope thou and l fliall,

thro* his grace, meet him foon, and give him to

eternity the glory of this and of all his other

piercies. To the Lord I commend thee, on

"whom thou haft believed. May he ftrengthen

and eftablifli thy faith daily, that it may grow

2 exceedingly
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exceedingly until he bring thee to the end of i.t,

and admit thee into that innumerable company,

who are afcribing bleffing, and honour, and

glory, and power, to Him that was flain, and

hath redeemed them unto God by his blood ;

to whom, with the Father, and the eternal Spirit,,

three Perfons in one Jehqvah, be equal find evoT-

la/ting praifc. Jmefi.

Vol. I
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PREFACE.

Ever fmce the Life of Faith v/as pub-

lifhed, I have been attending to the doc-

trines therein advanced, and bringing

them into experience. Their truth has

appeared to me from the word of God,

and has been confirmed by their being ac-

companied with the power of God. His

divine influence attends his own doctrines

to this day, and they have the promifed

elfeft upon the heart and life of the be-

liever. They are mighty through God
for all the purpofcs of falvation. What
is faid upon the fubjcft in thefe volumes

is chiefly in this experimental way. My
defign is to bring the great and leading

points of our religion into ufe and prac-
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tice, and to fhow how necefTary the doc-

trines of grace are for the well governing

of the Chriftian walk. Every thing need-

ful is promifed, and by faith is received,

hich can make it even and regular, holy

and happy.

The apal^le Paul complained of profef-

fors, who Walked not according to the

gofpel. There has been occafion for the

fame complaint ever fmce ; but never

more than at prefent. Many walk

this day, who make fome profeffion of

Chrift, and yet never attain to any fted-

faftnefs, but are toffed to and fro, and

carried about with every wind of doc-

trine, and at laft come to nothing.

Others pretending to be better fettled

attain to fome form of godlinefs, but are

.without the life and power" of it ; they

appear to have fome notions and opini-

ons about the way of righteoufnefs, but

not being taught them of God, nor ever

brought under the mighty influence of

them, their walk is therefore very uneven

and irregular, and generally in the end

brings gj-eat fcandal upon the name and

caufc of Chrift.

We
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We have alfo many at this day, who
fct out in the ways of religion, but never

felt the ruin of the fall, nor the plague of

their own hearts : thefe are commonly

very confident and prefumptuous ; they

make a fliining profeffion, and go on with

great parade, until they come to be tried,

and then in the time of temptation they

fall away.

There are others who are the real chil-

dren of God, and yet do not walk as be-

cometh their high rank and dignity. An
even, holy, happy walk with their recon-

ciled God and Father is their privilege,

and there is grace fufficient promifed in

Jefus, and to be received by his Spirit, to

enable them to live up to it, that they

may walk worthy of the Lord unto all

pleafmg. Yea, the apoftles call upon

them and encourage them to be going on

and advancing in the right way—" Fur-

" thermore then we befeech you and ex-

" hortyou, brethren, by the Lord Jefus
*' Chrift, that as ye have received of us,

** how ye ought to walk and to pleafe

" God, fo ye would abound more and
*' more," i T/ieJf. iv. i. How few follow

this
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this evangelical exhortation ? How very

few attain and preferve in their confcicn-

cesthe fenfe of God's being perfectly at

peace with them ? It ought to rule there

always and by all means : but for want

of it, they afford continual occafion for

a legal and unbelieving fpirit to rob them

of their peace, and thereby to diftrefs

them in their hearts. As guilt comes in,

love goes out. What weakens the caufe

muft alfo weaken the effe£t. Love, with

its fruits, mufl decreafe in proportion as

the believer with-draws his heart depen-

dence from God. Then he begins to walk

uneven and uncomfortable, he grows cold

and indifferent about fpiritual things, he

gets into darknefs and difcontent, he be-

comes quite unhappy in his frame, and

unthankful in his affedtions : whatever

was the caufe of his falling into this de-

cay, it began at the root. His faith was

attacked, and gave way. As this yielded,

the decay became general, and it was

found true, " If ye will walk contrary

*' unto me, faith God, then will I alfo walk
*' contrary unto you.

Reader,
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Reader, if thou haft the faith of God's

cle6t, tho'i knoweft that thefe things are

true. 1 hou findeft it hard work to main-

tain peace with God : and if this be not

maintained, if the foundation give way,

•the building will certainly totter. Look

^eli then to the ground work. Is all fafe

there ? Doft thou fee the infinite glory of

•the Saviour's work, when he made peace

;by the blood of the crofs, and does this

filence guilt in thy confcience ? Canft thou

at all times draw nigh in love to a recon-

ciled God ? Does not the fenfe of thy fail-

ings and remaining corruptions keep thee

at a diftance from him, and render thy

walk uncomfortable ? efpecially when
without are fightings, within are fears. If

it be very difficult under fuch trials to

preferve a fenfe of God's loving kindnefs,

yet it fhould be remembered, there is a

gracious provifion made for the eftablifh-

ing of the foul fo fafely in Jefus Chrift,

that the peace of God may rule in it al-

ways, and by all means. Is it not necef-

fary then to enquire, what this provifion

is ? how it may be received ? and how it

may be made ufe of? For if by daily prac-

\ tice
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tice it may be experienced in its divine

power, it will then have the fame happy

efFeft, which it had upon David ; "I
" will run the way of thy command-
" ments, when thou haft fet my heart

at liberty." May thine heart, reader,

and mine, enjoy more of the liberty of

the children of God, and then we fhall

not only go forward, but alfo run faft,

and may nothing ftop us from preffing

toward the mark, till we win the prize

of the high caUing of God in Chrift

Jefus.

This has been my conftant prayer dur-

ing the writing of the following treatife.

It was the fruit of reading, and meditat-

ing, and praying over thofe fcriptures,

which fpeak of the walk of faith. Such

refie6lions, as ufed to occur to myfelf, I

have put down ; whether it was in fearch-

ing mine own heart, or in begging the

blefling of God upon the text then under

confideration. This feemed to me an

eafy method and very ufcful : becaufe the

do£trine would lead to praftice, and fre-

quent and heart-fearching meditations

would tend, under the teaching of the

Holy
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Holy Ghoft, to an increafe of faith.

There are fome foliloquies, addrefled to

my own foul, and forne exercifes of devo-

tion, in prayer and thapkfgiving. I

would have every believer to confider,

whether it be not his privilege to join me
in them, and to make my words his own.

If he cannot follow me in his experience

after the 5th chapter ; I pray God to in-

creafe his faith, that this book and his

experience may go hand in hand ; and

that he may attain to holy fellowfliip

with God in all duties, and to rejoice in

God at all times, yea under the crofs it-

felf, and to go on conquering and to con-

quer, till the good fight of faith be over,

find he finifh his courfe with joy.





A

TREATISE,

CHAP. I.

IVhoever zvalks with God, mitft be jirjl acqrialnted

zvith the zoay of peace.

It is the conftant ufage of fcripture to repre-

fent fpiritual things by material, and to fpeak

of the faculties and a£tions of the foul by terms

borrowed from thofe of the body. Walking is a

bodily a6tion, and confifts in moving and going

from one place to another : hence it is applied to

the fpiritual walk. The foul reconciled to God
and at peace with him has an appointed way, in

Vf\\iJa it is to walk, in order to enjoy the grace

promifed to them who are in Chrift Jefus. This

is enjoyed by faith ; and therefore the fcripture

calls the believer's going on in his walk with

God from llrengthto ftrength. The walk offaith,

" We walk by faith, fays the apoftle, not by
" fight."

4 When
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When man fell from God he loft his way, and

had neither will nor power to return. The Old

Teftament church makes this confelTion—" All

" we, like flieep, have gone aftray, we have

" turned every one to his own way," Ifa.

liii. 6.

The apoftle Peter reminds believers of this

—

** Ye were as flieep going aftray, but are now
" returned to the Shepherd and Bifliop of your

" fouls," I Pet. ii. 25. To which agree the

words of his brother Paul—," There is none

" righteous, no not one, there is none that un-

" derftandeth, there is none that feeketh after

" God, they are all gone out of the way,

Rom.m. 10, II, !2. The whole human race,

fays the oracles of truth, is gone aftray, all of

them are gone out of the way ; they have left

the way of God, and turned every one to his

own way, they are unable, like a poor loft fheep,

the moft unable of all creatures, to return ; yea,

they are unwilling alfo ; for they walk not after

the fpirit, but after the flefli—carnally minded,

and in their carnal mind enmity itfelf againft

God and his ways.

It pleafed God in the exceeding riches of his

grace to reveal to thofe wanderers the way of

falvation. He made it known to them upon the

fall, and believers from that time forward faw it

plainly, and went on in it comfortably. Enoch,

Noah, Abraham, &c. are faid to have walked

5 with
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'with God, in the very fame way, afterwards

marked out by the written word ; which was a

dire£lory to the Jews, fhowing them how they

fliould walk in the fteps of the faith of their

father Abraham. Age after age, God raifed up

the prophets to bring his people into the King's

highway, and to put them upon praying, that

they might be kept in it. By the mouth of his

fervant David, he gave them this promife.

—

" Good and upright is the I,ord, therefore

" will he teach finners in the way—the meek
" will he guide in judgement, and the meek

will he teach his way." Encouraged by this

warrant from the word of God, finners feeling

their wants were led to pray, " Show me thy

*' ways, O Lord, teach me thy paths, lead me
" in thy truth and teach me," PJalm xxv. 4.

It is written in the prophets—they fhall be all

taught of God—they fliall all know me, from the

leaft of them unto the greateft of them, faith the

Lord. If any of his children lack wifdom, and

alk it of God, he giveth to all his liberally, and

upbraideth not. He brings them by his word

and by his Holy Spirit to the knowledge of

themfelves, and to the knowledge of the true

God.

Divine teaching is neceflary to make men ac-

quainted with themfelves. They know not their

ftate, nor fear their danger, until the Holy

Spirit according to his office proceed from the

Vol. I. M Father
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Father and the Son : then he convinces them of

jlin, of the exceedmg fmtulnefs of it, of the

guilt thereby incurred, and of the wrath de-

ferved. He enlightens the underftfjnding with

a clear fight of thofe truths, and he fattens the

conviftion of them upon the confcience. Then
they find, that they had been blind and igno-

rant, rebels m their wills, and apoftates in their

hearts from God. He makes them feel the cor-

ruption of their nature, and the error of their

ways, in which, if they had gone on, they muft

inevitably have perifhed : for they were without

will, and without power to return to God.

When they were made to fee it right, that they

ought to return, and to repent, yet it was not

their choice to come to him in the way of be-

lieving. They found th^y could not believe,

unlefs it was given them from above. Faith is

the gift of God. And' cannot be received, but

by the mighty operation of God. He muft put

forth his divine power, or elfe the convinced fm-

ner will remain utterly helplefs and hopclcfs,

fhut up in unbelief.

Thus the Lord teaches all his children. He
makes them acquainted with their fallen ftate,

and fcnfible of their guilt and of their mifery.

He brings them to the right knowledge of the

corruption of every faculty of foul and body,

which are always inclined to evil, and incapable

of doing any thing, truly good. A corrupt tree

can
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can bring forth nothing but evil fruit. The

judgment is enlightened to fee this, the con-

fcience is awakened to feel this, and thereby the

convinced finner is made willing to be taught the

way of falvation. The Holy Spirit fulfils his

office by teaching him the knowledge of God.

Our blelTed Saviour declares, no man knoweth

the Son but the Father, neither knoweth any

man the Father fave the Son, and he to whom-

foever the Son will reveal him ; and this he

does by the Holy Spirit of wifdom and revela-

tion, who is therefore given to the children of

God, that they may know him and believe in

him, as their reconciled Father in Chrift Jefus.

This faving knowledge is hid from the worldly

wife and prudent, but is revealed unto the unlearn-

ed, whom the Holy Spirit has made fimple and

teachable people. To them he reveals the things

of God. He makes them acquainted with the

Nature of the Godhead, which is one. There

is one Jehovah, and there is none other. And
alfo with the

Perfonality in the Godhead, Father, Son, and

Spirit. Thefe three exifi: in the one Jehovah.

They took thofe names, not to defcribe their

manner of exifting, but their manner of a6ling ;

not what they are in themfelves, but how they

ftand related to us in the ceconomy of redemp-

tion : for the Eternal Three entered into cove-

nant before all worlds, and agreed to fuftaia

M 2, certain
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certain covenant offices, and affume names, Of

characters, defcriptive of their offices. Father

is the title of that divine perfon, who, out of

his infinite grace, gave an innumerable company

of fmncrs to his Son, upon condition, that he

would be manifefted in the fiefli, and would be-

come their furety, to work out for them a right-

cpufnefs in his life, and to make an atonement

for them by his death, and then he would be

his father, and their father. A co-equal and co-

eternal Perfon accepted the condition, and co-

venanted to be made man, and to live and die

for the many fons, whom he was to bring

to glory ; therefore he took the name of Son,

Son of God, Son of man, &c. Another co-

equal and co-eternal Perfon covenanted to

breathe life into them, to be to them the Spirit

or breath of life, that they might be regenerate

from a death in trefpaffes and fms, and be made

the children of God, heirs of God and joint

heirs with Chrift, therefore he is called through-

out the fcriptures the Spirit, or the breath of

life. He makes them acquainted with the co-

venant, as he has promifed. " The fccret of

" the Lord is with them that fear him, and he

" will fliow them his covenant," Pfahn xxv. 14,^

He will open to them the nature and certainty

of all covenant engagements for the eftablifli-

ment and growth of their faith. Tie covenant

WW ordered in all things andJure : it was ordered

by
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by the counfel and purpofc of the Eternal Three,

concerning the heirs of promife, whofe falvation

was fettled by two immutable things, in which

it was impoflible for God to lie, his coiinfei,

his oath. His counfel the refult of his infinite

wifdom, cxinfirmed by that facred oath which

cannot poffibly be broken. All his perfeftions

Hand engaged to fee the fovereign decree, thus

folcmnly ratified, carried into execution ; for

what was ordered h sure—fure as the throne of

Jehovah, unchangeable as his nature, durable

as his being. Though it be but a man's cove-

nant, yet when it has been figned and fealcd

according to law, none difannulleth or addeth

thereto. None can difannul God's covenant,

and he himfelf will not.— My covenant will 1

" not break, fays he, nor alter the thing that is

" gone out of my lips." Pfalm Ixxxix. 34. I

will not add thereto, nor diminifh from it: for

J have ordered it in all things. I have not

left one fmgle thing out, not the leafl: circum-

ftance : I have fettled the whole plan by mine

unerring wifdom, and I will fulfil every tittle of

it by mine almighty power. According to my
will the courfe of nature and grace is infallibly

dire£led, even the moft minute events. Every

hair is numbered. Not a fparrow falls but by

my divine decree.

How fafely then may the heirs of promife de-

pend upon a covenant God .'' And whenever

thoy
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they flee to Jefus for refuge, what ftrong confo-

lation may they draw from hence, that their fal-

vation is fixed by the immutable counfel, and

inviolable oath of the blefled Trinity ?

The fame divine teacher, who enabled them

to believe thofe truths for the farther eftablifli-

ment of their faith, led them to difcover the

FRfilENESs of all covenant mercies. They are

promifed as free gifts. They are beftowed to

the praife of the glory of free grace. They are

not conferred upon the worthy, but upon ene-

mies, upon the ungodly, upon finners as finners,

No conditions are required, no prercquifites are

expected, The motives, which determine God
to fhow mercy to finners, are not taken from

any good in them, or forefeen to be in them.

Not for works of righteoufnefs which they have

done, or can do ; but according to his mercy he

faveth them. He does all to the magnifying of

the honours of his own mercy. His covenant

was fo contrived, carried into execution by the

life and death of Jefus, applied by the Holy

^ipirit, that according as it is written, he that

glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. No flefli'

fliall glory in his prefence. Boafting is for ever

excluded ; becaufe all is of grace. Wifdoni to,

teach the finner faving knowledge, righteoufnefs

to juftify him, ftrength to keep him, comforts

to blefs him, heaven to receive him, thefe arc

the free gifts of covenant love : for by grace is

he
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he faved through faith, and that not of hImfeJf,

it is the gift ofGod ; not of works, IcR any man
Ihould boaft. Thus would the Lord hide pride

from man, and would teach him praftically fuck

fcriptures as this—" Not for your fakes do I

this, faith the Lord, be it known unto you,

" but for mine holy name's fake," Ezeck. xxxvL

Clofely connefted with this divine lefTon is the

FULNESS of covenant mercies. Every thing

needful for the falvation of the finner is fully, as

well as freely provided by the exceeding riches

of grace, and is treafured up by the Father's

love in the fulnefs of the Son. To this the Spi-

rit bears witnefs in the word of truth, and feals

his witnefs upon the believer's heart. It pleafed

the Father that in the Word made flefh ftiould

ALL fulnefs dwell, and that out of his fulnefs

his people ftiould receive grace for grace. This

is the infinite ocean. There is not a ftream, not

a drop of grace to be had, but from hence.

Jefus Chrift, as God-man, has it all in himfelf,

and for the fame end, as the head has the fenfes

in itfelf. He has it to communicate to his mem-
bers, a fulnefs of light and life, of fenfe and un-

derftanding, of love and joy, yea of every fpiri-

tual bleffing. On him as the head of the body,

the church, every believing aiember, is direfted

to live. On hitn muft he depend at all times

;

and to him muft he go for all things. If he feek

$ pardon
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pardon and peace, righteoufnefs and holinefs, a

fupply of his wants, ftrength for his warfare,

comforts under his miferies, if he expect life in

death, and life eternal, he muft make continual

ufe of the fulnefs of Jefus : for in him dwelleth

ALL the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily. It

dwelleth in him, as in an overflowing foun-

tain. The Father's love to his adopted children,

the experience of it by the grace of the Spirit,

are entirely in and from the falvation of Jefus

ChrifK Out of his fulnefs comes every covenant

mercy of the God-head, and in a rich abundant

llream always flowing with fome blefflng or other

into the believer's foul. The enjoyment of it on

his part may not be always alike comfortable, but

it is always alike fure on God's part. Nothing can

ftop it. Nothing can turn its courfe. Unto the

place from whence the rivers come, thither they

return again. Theriverof the waterof lifeproceeds

out of the throne ofGod and of theLamb,anditwiIl

be running on till it come back into itsownocean.

The water that I will give him, fays Jefus, fpcak-

ing of the believer, fliall be in him a fountain of

water fpringing up into everlafting life, and

bringing with it the fulnefs ofjoy and pleafures

for evermore.

No man will fee any reafon to fet out in the

way to heaven, until he be made acquainted with

thofe truths. His judgment muft be enlightened

>vitl\
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with the knowledge of them. He will never

think of changing his courfe, until he be made

fenfible of his own finful and helplefs flate : and

when this is brought home to his confcience,

and he has nothing in himfelf left to truft in,

then he will be led to look abroad for help.

The Spirit of God will teach him the doftrines

of grace, the nature of the Godhead, the per-

fons in the Godhead, the covenant of the divine

perfons, by which every grace and bleffing was

freely and fully provided, given by the Father to

the Son, in whofe fulnefs they were all laid up

for the ufe of his body the church, and commu-
nicated to every member of it through the in-

fluence of the Holy Spirit. Thus he is taught,

that all is of grace from firft to laft. Whatever

good a fmner receives on earth, or enjoys in hea-

ven, is fo giving as to exclude all boafting, and

to lay every proud and felf-righteous principle

in the duft, that grace alone may wear the

crown, and may have all the glory.

Here then, O my foul, is matter, of clofe ex-

amination. Doft thou know thyfelf, thy ftate

and condition, and haft thou fled from the wrath

to come ? Has the light of God's word flione

into thy underftanding, and made thee to fee

that thou art indeed fet out in the way to hea-

ven ? How was this difcovered to thee ? Did
the Holy Spirit ever convince thee of fin, and

that thou hadft loft the image and forfeited the

favor
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favor of God ? Did thou ever fee thyfelf fallen

in Adam, in him -a child of wrath, a ruined mi-

ferable fmner ? Haft thou felt how utterly un-

able thou art to atone for thy fins, or to make
thyfelf holy ? And waft thou broiiglrt to this

after many legal trials and felf-righteous efforts?

At laft forced to give up all hope in thyfelf, and

to look to the Lord who made heaven and earth,

from whom alone thy help could come ?

And haft thou been taught the true know-

ledge of the unity of the Godhead, and of the

perfons in it. Father, Son and Spirit, the cove-

nant of the ever-bleffed Three, and the abfolute

fedurity of all covenant mercies, promifed by the

Father, and engaged to be given to the Son at

the head of his body, the church, who is now
aftually as God-man in pofteflion of them, and

by his Spirit he freely and lally beftows them

upon his members : for they will never ceafe to

be receiving out of his fulnefs grace for grace,

until they receive out of the fame fulnefs glory

for glory.

O my foul, examine clofely,and prove thyfelf by

the ftandard of the divine word. Search and try,

what the conviction ofthy loft eftate has been. Was

it deep and praflical ? Is it an abiding truth with

thee, that there is no help, or hope in thyfelf r And
haft thou fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope

fet before tliee in the Lord Jefus ? Is thy know-

ledge of the Godhead mere theory, or is it

brought
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t)rouglit into praiStice ? Dofl: thou enjoy the

Father's love, through faith in the flnifhed falvation

of the Son, by the influence of the Holy Spirit ?

This is the faving knowledge of the Godhead.

And is this thine ? Doft thou honour the divine

perfons by acknowledging their immutable

counfci, and immutable oath, entered into for

the fecnvity of the heirs of promife, that they

might truft, and not be afraid ? Doft thou fee

with any clearnefs the abfolute fafety of relying

upon the promifes of God, and doft thou expert

to draw from hence comfort to thy confcience,

and joy to thy heart ?

If thou art indeed fet out in the way to hea-

ven, art thou fettled in the knowledge of thy

fallen ftate ? Haft thou found thyfelf unable to

do any thing, but to haften on thy ruin ? And
from the fight and fenfe of this, haft thou been

led to fee all undertaken for thee, and fecured

to thee for time and eternity, in the covenant of

the ever-blefted Trinity. Thefe truths lie at the

very foundation of all comfortable walking with

God. See that tbou be well grounded in them.

The knowledge of thyfelf is to bring thee to

God : the knowledge of God is to lead thee to

walk with him. The one is to teach thee to re-

nounce all truft in thyfelf. The othef is to fliow

thee, that thou mayeft fafely place the confi-

dence of tliy heart on thy reconciled Father, thy

jSaViour, and thy guide. Look up to him then,

O my
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O my foul, and be often praying to him, and

faying,

O Lord God, that which I fee not, teach

thou me. Keep me an humble difciple in the

fchool of Chrift. Let me be daily learning there,

what I am in myfelf, a fallen fmful creature,

juftly deferring everlafting deftruftion from thy

prefence. O let me never lofe fight of my want

of a Saviour, nor ever be without the fenfe of

what he faid—" Without me ye can do nothing."

Teach me this, thou eternal Spirit. Open thou

pjiine underftanding to underftand the fcripturcs.

What thou haft revealed in them concerning the

Godhead, and concerning the counfels and

works of the ever bleffed Trinity, that reveal to

my foul. Thou haft declared, that no man can

fay Jefus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghoft :

O fliine then into my dark mind, and lead me
into the faving knowledge of the Lord Jefus.

Make me acquainted with his covenant under-

takings, and his perfe£t fulfilling of them, that

by refting on his finiftied falvation, I may find the

Father's love in the Son, his Father my Father,

and may be brought^ through thy blefted in-

fluence, to have fellowfliip with the Father and

the Son. O lead me into all truth, thou Spirit of

wifdom and revelation, that I may know the

things which belong to my peace, and may

through thee be made wife unto falvation. Amen.

CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

The believer Is reconciled to God, and has the peace

of God ruling in his conjcience, and they two tvalk

together : becaitfe they are now agreed.

It is written in the prophets—" They fliall be

" all taught of God"—every one of his chil-

dren lliall be brought to the knowledge of the

truth, and what they have been taught in the

underllanding fliall be made pra6lical, that it

may have its proper efFe£t upon the confcience.

And this is anfwered, Vvhen it comes under the

authority and power of the word of God, and

faithfully accufes or condemns according to that

unerring rule.

Confcience fuppofes the knowledge of fome

rule, and it confifts in comparing a man's ftate

or a£tions with that rule, in order to difcover

whether they agree with it, or not.

The rule is the fcripture, the whole revealed

will of God, which is the unerring, and the only

flandard of right and wrong : for all fcripture is

given by the infpiration of God, and is profita-

ble for do£lrine, to teach the man of God what

is truth, and to make him wife in it unto falva-

tion. Fallen man has no means of difcovering

the will of God, but as it is revealed to him.

3 He
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He has no innate knowledge. He has no im-

planted principles. He is born as ignorant of

God, and of the things of God, as a wild afs's

cole. His underftariding is darkened, being

alienated from the life of God through the igno-

rance that is in him, becaufe of the blindnefs of

his heart. And he has no means in his owa

power of attaining any divine knowledge : for

he cannot by fearching find out God. The world

by Its wifdom never did find him out. The Hot-

tentots know as much of him as the Greeks and

Romans did : indeed the natural man, let him

be ever To wife, knoweth not the things of the

Spirit of God, neither can he know them ; be-

caufe ihey are fpiritually difcerned.

The fcripture then is the only rule of right

and wrong. Confcience has no dire£lion but

this rule. Neither ethics, nor metaphyfics, no

fancied light of dark nature, no lawlefs law of

rebel nature, no human fcience, whether pre-

tended to be implanted, or by the ufe of

reafon to be acquired, have any right to guide

the confcience. Thefe are blind leaders of the

blind. They undertake, what they are not only

unfit, but what they have no warrant for. A
parcel of felons in jail may think what they will

of their Hate. They may take it upon them to

form a mock court, and to try one another.

They may acquit or condemn, as theyplcafc; but
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the judge and the jury will pay no regard to their

foolifli proceedings. There is a word which is

to try us at the lall day, and by that we fliould

try ourfelves at prefent. It was revealed for

this purpofe. And when the revealed truth is

clearly underftood, then confcience is a£ling

aright, if it finds' a true verdi£t for God, either

accufing, or elfe excufing, according to the di-

redlion of his unerring word.

And this is the work of the Holy fpirit. He
enlightened the judgment with the knowledge of

the truth, in order to make it praftical ; which

he effects by bringing the confcience to fubmlt

to the fovereignty of Gocl in the law, and to

fubmit to the righteoufnefs of G-od in the gofpel.

Herein he difplays the omnipotent power of his

grace, according to the promife, John.-iLvx. 8. He
carries with demonftration the conviftian of

guilt, and the convi6\iQn of righteoufjiefs, to the

tonfcience. By the former he gives the finner a

real heart-felt fenfe of his fin and mifery, and he

acknowledges himfclf a convitt of the law, juftly

deferving all its penalties in time and in eternity.

By the latter he fets open a door of hop.e, fliow-

ing him the perfect righteoufnefs of the God-man
wrought out for fuch guilty creatures as he is

:

he enables him to plead it before the throne,

and to truft in it for his acceptance ; by which

means he finds relief in his confcience, and com-

fort in his heart. Being juftified by failh he
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has peace with God through Jefus Chrifl: ouf

Lord.

What the Holy Spirit teaches has life, as well

as light in it. He accompanies his doftrine with

the power of God. What he has revealed con-

cerning the ftate of mankind under the fall, he

applies with divine evidence to the confcience.

Under his influence the finner reads thofe fcrip-

tures, and feels the truth of them. " As by one

" man fin entered into the world and death by
" fin, fo death pafTed upon all men, for that all

" have finned: through the offence of one, judg-

" meat came upon all men to condemnation : for

" it is written, there is none rigliteous, no not

" one, there Is none that underftandeth, there is

*' none that feeketh after God: they are all gone

" out of the way, they are together become unpro-

" fitable, there is none that doeth good, no not

" one. Now we know that what things foever

" the law faith, it commands them who are un-

" der the law, that every mouth may be flopped

;

" and all the world may become guilty before

God." His mouth is flopped. He has no plea

to m.ake. No excufe left. What the law faith,

he fubfcribes to. The law brings him in guilty

before God, and in his confcience he bears his

teflimony to the law. He acknowledges it to be

holy, juft and good, even in its penalties, which

he defcrvcs to fuffer. Formerly he tried, in his

own llrcngth, and took great pains to efcape

thenv
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them, but now he gives over all thofe felf-righ-

teous attempts; He found, that he laboured in

vain to atone for his fins, or to make himfelf

holy. He groans being burdened under the

ruins of the fall. His ignorance, rebellion, apof-

tafy, his corruption in every faculty of foul and

body, render him unable to take one ftep in his

return to God. He owns it, and confeffcs, that

without Chrift he can do nothing.

O my foul, confider, whether God has taught

thee this knowledge of thyfelf. It is abfolutely

ncceffary to reconcile thee to him, and to his

ways. Thou wilt never heartily agree to walk

with him by faith, fo long as thou haft any thing

of thine own to truft in, or to draw comfort

from. Examine then ; art thou fenfible of thy

fall, and doft thou feel the fad elFedts of it .?

Doft thou know what it is to be alienated from

the life of God ? What ! doft thou find to this

day the oppofition of thy finful nature to the

holy law, the flcfli lufting in thee againft the fpi-

rit ? Has God thus convinced thee of fin ? If he

has, then in thy confcience thou fubmitteft to

what the law fays of thy ftate. Thy mouth is

flopped, and thou art guilty before God. Thou
haft nothing of thine own to urge in arreft of

judgment. This is an enlightened confcience:

fo far it fpeaks for God, and is guided by his

unerring word. O pray to the Lord the Spirit,

Vol. I. N and
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and beg of hlni to guide thee into all truth, that

he may bring thy confcience to fubmit to the

righteoufnefs of Jcfus, and to be a faithful wit-

ncfs for him.

This is his proper work in the foul, and what
he undertook in the everlafting covenant. When
lie is come, fays Chrift, he fliall convince the

world of righteoufnefs ; he fliall teftify of me,

that I am made ofGod righteoufnefs to believers;

and he fliall glorify me, as Jehovah their righte-

oufnefs : thus he fliall teach them my righteouf-

nefs, with which the father is fatisfied, and he

fliall through faith apply it effe£l:ually to their

confciences, and they fliall alfo be fatisfied with

it. Being juftified by faith they fliall have peace

with God through their Lord Jefus Chrifl.

Righteoufnefs is a perfett conformity to the

law : if it be tried by the balance of the fanftu-

ary, it is full weight ; if by the ft;andard, it is

full meafurc ; ifjudgment be laid to the line and

righteoufnefs to the plummet, it is quite upright.

There is no dcfeft in it of any kind. This is

the righteoufnefs of the law—it muft be perfetl

and continual, failing in no one point : for the

unriglitcous fliall not inherit the kingdom of God.

And it is an adjudged cafe, that there is none

righteous, no not one. It is left upon record,

that A 1. 1, have fuincd, and come fliort of the

glory of God ; therefore by the deeds of the
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Taw, there fhall no flefli be juftified in his

fight.

When the holy Spirit has convinced a finner

of his being in this unrighteous ftate, then it be-

comes an important inquiry—how can the Judge

of all the earth ever look upon and treat a finner,

as if he was a righteous perfon ? To which the

gofpel anfwers dire6tly—" God hath made Chrift

" to be fin for us, who knew no fin, that we
" might be made the righteoufiiefs of God in

" him." I'his was agreed upon in the covenant

of the eternal Three. The Father undertook to

maintain the honor and dignity of his law and

juftice. His co-equal Son undertook for his

people to come in I heir nature, and to ftand in

their place and fi^ead ; to aft for them, and to

fufFer for them. As their furety, he made him-

felf anfvvcrable for their debt of obedience, and

for their debt of fufFering. Accordingly, when
the grant law-fulfiller cometh into the world he

faith, Lo, I COME to do thy will, O God.
He did it in his infinitely holy life, in which he

magnified the precepts of the law, and made
them everlaftingly honourable. He fuffered it

in his infinitely holy paffion, bearing the fins and

forrows of his people, their curfe and wrath in

his body and foul upon the tree, until the im-

menfe debt being paid, he cried out in the tri-

umph of a conquering, though a d} ing Jefus,lT

N 2 IS
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IS Finished: for through death he conquered

d:ath, and him that had the power of death,

that -is, the.. devil: he finiflied the tranfgrelTion,

and made an end of fins, and made reconcilia-

tion for iniquity, and brought in everlafting righ-

feoufnefs.

This Is the great leading truth of the gofpel,

in which the peace of confcience is priocipally

concerned. The juftly offended God is here re-

vealed under the charafter of a reconciled Father.

He gave his Son to be a covenant of the people

;

who was to fulfil all covenant engagements for

them, and he has fulfilled them all. The end of

his living and dying for them is anfwered. He
has finiflied the tranfgrefllon,. and has made peace

by the blood of his crofs^ He has brought in

everlafting righteoufnefs by his divine obedience,

and the Lord is well pleafed vrith him for his

righteoufnefs fake, yea he is well pleafed alfo

with his body the church. He looks upon all

the members, as he looks upon the head. He
accepts them in the beloved. He beholds them

in him with perfect delight, and rcfts in his love.

He is his Father, and their Father. He is re-

lated to his vs'hole family in heaven and earth in

the clofefl: bonds of fatherly affection, and he

makes his love known to them, and flieds it

abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoft. He
would have all his children to addrefs him under

his
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Ms dear name

—

Our Father which art in heaven,

and to expeft from his fatherly love all fpiritual

blcffings in Chrifl: Jefus.

When this comfortable doctrine is received

into the confcience it tilences guilt, and produces

peace with God, The gofpel comes with full

authority to eftablilli it in the confcience : for it

is therein revealed and propofed to our belief

under the charafter of a divine record, made

authentic and properly enrolled in the court of

heaven. The witnefles are the eternal Three-

Their record is in the nature of a covenant, con-

firmed by their joint counfel, and ratified by their

joint oath—the two immutable things, in which

it is impoffible for God to lie. He gracioufly

vouchfafed to give the heirs of promife this per-

fc£t fecurity for their falvation, that after they

had fled to Jefus for refuge, there might be an

end of all ftrife in their confciences, and they

might have ftrong confolation. Accordingly we
read, " There are Three that bear record in

*' heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
" Ghoft, and thefe Three are One." A record

among men is an authentic teftimony in writing,

entered by authority in one of the king's courts,

in order to preferve the proceedings had upon

any fuit. This record contains the final dctcr-

miffation of the judges in that caufe, and is their

jTiemorial of it, and therefore imports in itfelf

fuch uncontrolable evidence, as to admit of no

proof
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proof to the contrary. The matter of the record

is never allowed to be tried by a jury, but is of

fuch credit as not to be quefljoned in any in-

llance. This is the nature of a record in law.

And if we receive the witnefs of men, certainly

the witnefs of God is greater ; for this is th?

witnefs of God, which he hath witnefled of his

Son—namely—" He hath given to us eternal

" life, and this life is in his Son." To which

the Spirit beareth vvinefs : becaufe the Spirit is

truth. He has revealed the covenant of life and

peace, which was between the Father and the

Son, he has entered it upon record, and every

word of the record may be pleaded : for it is al-

lowed to be good and valid in the court of

heaven. As a powerful advocate he pleads the

perfeft fulfilling of all rightcoufnefs in the life

and death of the God-man, and the Father's per-

fcft acceptance of what he did and fuffcred, as

the full redemption-price for all his people, and

he carries his caufe in the court of confciencc.

The awakened finner is convinced, that the work

of Jefus is a finiihed falvation, and that the di-

vine record is a fufficicnt wr.r/ant for him to be-

lieve in it. Accordingly he gives it credit, and

is enabled to plead it againft guilt and fear.

Upon which he finds peace with God. Truft-

ing to the blood of fprinkling for pardon, and

to the righteoufnefs of Jefus for acceptance ; he

then fees God reconciled to him, and that re-

conciles
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conclles him to God, and by the Sphit of adop-

tion he cries, Abba, Father.

But perhaps it may be faid, I beheve this, but

I do not find peace in my confcience. Nay, but

you do not believe it ; if you did, it would cer-

tainly bring prefent relief : for guilt comes from

the broken law, and from the apprehenfion of

punifhment deferved ; but the law has been re-

ftored to its dignity and made infinitely honora-

ble by the righteoufnefs of Jefus, how can you

believe this and yet be under guilt ? The punifh-

ment was laid upon Jefus, and he fufFered all that

was due to his people, as their atoning facrifice,

how can you believe this, and yet fear that juftiee

will punifli you ? A debtor would not fear to be

arrefted, if his furety had paid the fum, and got

him a full difchargc. A felon with the king's

pardon in his pocket would diflionor it greatly,

if he was to live in continual dread and terror of

fuffering for his crime. Examine carefully and

pray for the right underftanding of your cafe ;

and depend upon it, you will find, that either you

do not believe the matter of faft, or the record

concerning it.

The matter of fa6t is the method provided for

quieting the guilty confcience—a provifion of ex-

ceeding rich grace and of cverlafting efficacy.

The Father gave the Son to be the furety for his

p. ople,and to live and to die for them, and in their

iicad. The Son has finillicd the work^ which the

Father
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Father gave him to do, ^nd is become the author

of their eternal falvation.

The record of this faft is in the fcripture.

Father, Son, and Spirit, the three witneffcs in

heaven, have by covenant and oath attefted, that

there is life for every one w ho beheveth in Jefus.

" God fo loved the world, that he gave his only-

" begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him
" fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life."

Now confider, of what do you doubt ? has

Jefus made full atonement for fin, and brought

in everlafting righteoufnefs r Has the Father dc-

monftrated again and again his perfect delight in

his perfon, and his infinitp fatisfaftion in his

work. Certainly you cannot queftion this doc-

trine, if you believe the fcripture to be a divine

revelation. Do you doubt then of God's free

promife, or of his faithfulnefs to fulfil it ? What

!

Can his word be broken ? Can his promife fail ?

His word and promife ratified in 'the immutable

covenant, and fealed with the immutable oath of

the eternal Three ^ This is your warrant to be-

lieve. And do you queftion the veracity of it

" He, that believeth not God, hath made him a

" liar." O what a dreadful fin to give the lie to

the Holy Trinity ! The Father fays, whofoever

comcth ; the Son fays, all that come unto me,

(liall be faved ; the Spirit fays, come, whofoever

will, let him take of the water of life freely, and

be faved. Arc not thefe faithful fayings worthy

of
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of all credit ? efpecially as they are delivered

with divine authority under the great feal of

heaven. Ifdoubts ftill remain, pray againft them,

and meditate upon the unreafonablenefs as well as

the wickedncfs of them, and continue to hear and

to read the word (for faith cometh, and groweth

too by hearing) that you may be enabled to put

honor upon it by venturing your foul upon the

divine faithfulnefs to make it good to you.

Perhaps you may believe the record, which

God hath given of his Son, but you cannot do it

with ftedfaftnefs : you can at times ftay your

mind upon God with fweet peace, but you are

not able to maintain it : yea, you lofe it when

you want it moft. How in this cafe fhall the be-

liever keep the peace of God ruling always in

his confcience ?

It is t^ be maintained in the fame way, by

which it was firft received. It came by believing,

and is thereby flrengthened. By the fliedding

of the blood of Jefus Chrift peace was made be-

tween God and man, by the fprinkling of his

blood peace is made between man and God.

When this is appHed to the confcience by the

Holy Spirit, and received by faith, there is a con-

tinual prefervative againfi: guilt :
" For the blood

" of Jefus Chrift cleanfeth from all fin." Here

is the witnefs of God; and it js always the fame.

This believed will always bring the fame cleanf-

ln§ virtue, and keep the confcience purged from

dead
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dead works. If at any time guilt defile it, then-

unbelief has entered, and has been denying,

either that the blood of Chrift does ckanfe from

all fm, or that the divine teftimony concerning it

does deferve credit. Guilt cannot eafily enter

into the confcience but by one of thefe two ways.

Examine, and fee which it is. Do you doubt of

the virtue of Chrift's blood, or of the truth of

God's record concerning it ?

You reply, I dare not queftion cither of them,

yet neverthelefs I cannot with any fettled com-

fort maintain peace with God. But it is your

privilege to maintain it, confirmed to you by the

royal charter of grace, and ratified in it by many

exprefs promifes. Jefus has made peace by the

blood of his crofs, and if you believe what the

God of truth fays of it, peace fliould rule in

your heart always: for all things are well ordered

for you, and fiire in the evcrlafting covenant.

On the part of God all is unalterably fixed and

fettled. What is it then, which unfettlcs you ?

Is it fomething you find in yourfelf? Is it from

indwelling fm, remaining corruption, a body of

fm and death, or from the weaknefs of your faith

and of your other graces r What ! have you for-

gotten, that from all thefe the blood of Jefus

Chrift clcanfeth? Is it from a fufpicion, that your

peace is not right, becaufe it ebbs and Bows }

This fliould humble, but not difcourage you

:

becaufe there is a gracious provlfion made to re-

move
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move your fafpiclon. God has taken the charge

both of you and of your peace : he keeps both

by his mighty power, as it is written, the peace

of God which furpafleth all underftanding fliall

keep with a fafe guard your hearts and minds in

Chrifl Jefus. You are as fafe in the hand of

God at the loweft ebb, as at the higheft fpring-

tide of fcnfible comfort: becaufe your fafcguard

is almighty, and he is equally concerned about

your peace, whether you feel it, or not. Your

fenfe of it may vary, but he varies not. There

is in him no variablenefs, nor fiiadow of turning.

How fliould the belief of this ftay your mind upon

your God, and keep guilt out of the confcience,

even when you are walking in darknefs, and have

no light

!

O my foui, meditate upon thofe precious

truths. Give thyfelf wholly to them. Confider,

how deeply they enter into the very being of thy

peace. Unlefs they be underftood, thou canft not

know the way of peace ; and unlefs they be re-

ceived by faith, thy confcience will not be purged

from guilt and unbelief. And while thefe defile

it, thou canft not look upon God as reconciled,

or delight thyfelf in him or in his ways. Can

two walk together, except they be agreed? But

when they are agreed, and of one mind, then

walking with God becomes pleafant, and all his

paths are peace.

Search
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Search then, and examine thyfelf, O my foul,

and that not lightly, and after the manner of dif-

femblers with God, but clofely and thoroughly

by the light of the divine word, and under the

teaching of the divine Spirit. Doft thou under-

ftand what is revealed concerning the way of

peace—what was covenanted in the counfel of

the eternal Three—and what has been done in

confequence of it ? Jefus Chrift is the great

peace-maker. He has made peace through the

blood of his crofs. The Father fent him, gave

him to be a covenant of the people, to fulfil for

them all righteoufnefs, and to be their atoning

faci'ifice. The Father has feen the work which

he gave him to do, and has accepted it ; is per-

fe£tly fatisfied with it, and therefore is infinitely

delighted with him and with all his. He would

now be known by the high ftyle and title of the

God of PEACE. Fury is not in him to thofe,

whom he fees in the beloved. He is a Father,

fully, for ever reconciled to all his children in

Chrift Jefus. He loves them, as he loves him,

with every kind feeling of the moft tender parent.

And he will bring every one of them to partake

with their glorified head of the blelTmgs of his

(Evcrlafting love.

If thine underftanding be enlightened with this

knov.-Iedge of God, is it effectual in thy confci-

pncc ? Canft thou plead it there ? This is the

principal
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principal thing. Haft thou a good confcicnce,

freed from guilt and condemnation, by believing

the record which God hath given of his Son?

He is well pleafed with him for his righteouf-

nefs fake. His foul delighted in the fweet fmell-

ing favor of his Son's facrifice. Becaufe he

humbled himfelf and became obedient unto

death, even the death of the crofs, therefore the

Father hath highly exalted him. This is the

witnefs of God. Doft thou yield to it, and give

it full credit ? What ! canft thou fet to thy feal

that God is true, and that what fatisfied him has

perfe£lly fatisfied thee, aud therefore the peace

of God rules in thy confclence always and bv all

means ^

Remember, this is thy privilege. Thou art

called to the enjoyment of it. The evidence is

as full as could be defired, for the ending of all

ftrife in thy confcicnce. The greateft honor thou

canft put upon the divine witneffes,, is fo to end

it, as to fuffer no appeal to be made from their

decree. Thy confcicnce fliould join iflue. It

fiiould fay the fame that God does. It fliould

plead thy difcharge from guilt under the broad

feal of heaven; and fliould flop the mouth of

unbelief with thofe words written in golden

letters in the royal charter of grace—" There is

" NO condemnation to them that are in Chrift

" Jefus—they arc freely forgiven all trefpaffes"

• " They are juftified from all things—thy

i " fins
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" fins and iniquities, fays God himfelf, will I re*

" member no more." Thefe are the immutable

words of truth. They cannot be broken. O my
foul, put honor upon them. Believe them with-

out doubt or wavering. Why doft thou draw

back thy confidence ? Truft, and not be afraid.

Thou mayeft fafely venture to believe all that the

Lord hath fpoken. He will make it good ; and

the more thou bclievcft, the more will be made

good. More faith will bring thee in a richer re-

venue of peace. The Lord increafe thy faith.

May it entirely influence thy confcience, that it

may agree with God ; neither queftioning the

infinite value of the righteoufnefs and atonement

of Immanuel, nor yet the faithfulnefs of his pro-

mife, under which thou claimeft them--" Who-
" SOEVER WILL may take them freely."

Let thy faith be ever fo well eftablifted, yet

thou wilt meet with fomething every day to try

it ; but remember, the foundation on which thou

ftandcft, cannot fail, and none, nothing fliall re-

move thee from it. The Lord brought thee to

build upon this foundation. He hath begun the

good work and he will not leave his work un-

finidied. The top-lione fliall certainly be brought

forth with Ihouting grace—grace: for his love

is like himlelf His purpofcs, his word, his works

change not. ^Vhat if thou feel many things

wrong in thyfelf, tliou art fometimes low in fpi-

rits i thou c anll not be pleafcd with thy corrup-

tion,

4
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tion, and thou art not pleafcd with thy duties,

thy graces are weak, thy love not as it fliould

be, thy befl: ferviccs unprofitable j yet thefe very-

things rightly underftood, and improved by the

teaching of the Holy Spirit, will be the means of

eitablilliing thy confcience in the peace of God.

They will lead thee every day to a greater depeur

dence upon fovereign grace : for they will leave

thee nothing to truft iit, but the rightcoufnefs and

the atonement of Immanuel, nothing to keep

thee, but his faithfulnefs to his word and work,

and nothing to blefs thee, but his free covenant

mercy. Thus they will work together for thy

good. Trials will fettle thee. Enemies will con-

firm thee in peace. Troubles will bring thee

nearer to God. Amidll: all difcouragemcnts thou

wilt have this promife to ftay thy foul upon—" 1

" will never leave thee, nor forfake thee." His

friendlhip is fixed. It fprings from the purpofe

and love of his own breaft, and therefore was

and is always unchangeably the fame in hint.

Whom he loveth he loveth unto the end.

Well then, O my foul, thou haft examined

thyfelf. How is it with thee ? Doll: thou know

the way of peace ? Art thou at peace with God,

being juftified by faith r Canft thou plead this

peace, and maintain it in thy confcience? Is it a

good confirience, docs it witncfs for God Is it a

pure confcience, cleanfcd from guilt and con-

demnation r h it futiificd, that the Father is per-

fectly
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fe£lly reconciled through the Hfe and death of

his Son ? And is it fatisfied with the divine re-

cord, giving thee a free grant of the benefits of

his life and death, and putting thee into poflef-

fion by believing ? Art thou of one heart and of

one mind in this matter with the Father, and now
being at peace with him agreed to walk, in his

•way? If indeed he has been thus gracious unto

thee, blefs the Lord, O my foul, and all that is

within me praife him for the exceeding riches of

his love. What a mercy is it, that he has brought

thee into the way of peace ! O go on : fear not.

Set out daily with an holy humble boldnefs to

walk with thy God. And for the guiding of thy

feet in his way, and that thy fteps may not de-

cline from it, be diligent in hearing and reading

the word of God. Study it. Pray over it. Mind

what encouragement it gives thee :
" Having

" therefore, brethren, boldnefs to enter into the

" holieft by the blood of Jefus, by that new and

" living way, which he hath confecrated for us,

" through the vail, that is to fay, his flelh, and
" having an high prieft over the houfe of God,
*' let us draw near with a true heart, in full aflu-

" ranee of faith, having our hearts fprinkled

" from an evil confcience, and our bodies wafhed
" with pure water." Heb. x. 19, 20, &c. What
pcrfe£l peace is here proclaimed to the children

of God ! Sin had fcparated them from him, but

there is accefs through Jefus. He is the way to

the
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Father. He is a new way, in oppofition to the

old way of works, which upon the fall was fliut

for ever. He is a living way, all that are alive

to God live by the faith of the Son of God. He

is a confecrated way, every thing needful for

their holy walk being provided in him. And

they are required to walk in this way with bold-

nefs ; trufting to the blood of Jefus, and depend-

ing on the interceflion of the high-prieft over the

houfe of God, they have accefs with confidence

into the holieft. It is their undoubted privilege

to draw near with a true heart, not like a double-

minded man, wavering and unftable ; but with

full affurancc of faith, entirely fatisfied that God
in Chrift has nothing in his breaft, but love to-

wards them ; therefore they fhould believe in

him, and ferve him without fear, having their

hearts fprinkled from an evil confclence, main-

taining peace with God through the continual

application of the blood of Jefus, and having

their bodies vv^aflied with pure water, body and

foul being cleanfed from the guilt and filth of fin

by the wafliing of regeneration and renewing of

the Holy Ghoft.

O may this be my happy experience. May I

ever have grace to draw near to my reconciled

Father with a good confcience. Yea, Lord,

this is my heart's defire. I would walk with

thee day by day in perfect peace. O deny me
not the requeft of my lips. Glory be to thy

Vol. I. O free
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free love, that through Jefus I am fufFered

to have acccfs into thy prefcnce, and am com-

manded to come with boldnefs into the holieft of

all. Lo, I come before thee, holy Father, to

plead the blood-fhedding and the righteoufnefs

of thy dear Son ; and I hope my plea w'lW be

admitted, through the interceflion of the high-

prieft of the houfe of God. O look, thou God

of peace, upon the face of thy Beloved. See me

in him. I defire to be found in him. And for

his fake let the faithful vvitnefs for thy love in

Jefus abide with me, that in hearing and read-

ing thy word, in prayer and meditation he may

increafe my faith in thee and love to thee.

O God the Holy Ghoft, I befeech thee to

make praftical upon my heart what thou haft re-

vealed in fcripture of theFather'slove. Deliverme

from guilt and condemnation by the fprinkling of

the blood of Jefus. Apply it effeftually. Ap-

ply it continually. Help me to believe with

more comfort in my confcience, and with more

ftedfaftnefs in my walk, that his blood cleanfetb

from all fm. O bleffed Spirit, carry on thy work

in my foul. Lead me from faith to faith, that I

may at all times have freedom to enter within,

the vale to a reconciled God and Father, and

may be able to maintain peace with him againft

doubts and fears, againft corruptions and ene-

mies. O teach me to draw near to him with a

true heart, ftedfaftly perfuaded of his love, and

in
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in full afTurance of faith. This is thy gracious

office : O fulfil it in me, that my heart may be

fprinkled from an evil confcience, and my body

waflied with pure water. Let me find grace

fufficient for me, for Jefus's fake; to whom, with

thee O Father, and the eternal Spirit, three

Perfons in one Jehovah, be equal honour and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Ox CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

The believer in his heart cleaves to God, and walks

with him in love.

JL HIS depends entirely upon a Good con-

fcience. There can be no love of God, unlefs

there be firft peace with God. No convinced

linner can love him, until he believes him to be

reconciled. While guilt remains in the con-

fcience, enmity will keep its place in the heart

:

for fo long as he looks upon his fms unpardon-

ed, and God the juft avenger of them, he muft

confider him as a jealous God, and a confuming

fire. In this view there is every thing that can

increafe his guilty fears. And while thefe de-

file the confcience, inftead of walking w ith God,

he would run away from him, and like the firft

offenders, he would fooHflily try to hide himfelf

from the prefence of God.

But when the Holy Spirit has difcovered the

way of peace, and has enabled the finner to find

peace, being pardoned and juftified through

faith in Chrift: Jefus, then he looks upon God in

another light. He can view him, according as

he has proclaimed himfelf--the Lord, the Lord

God, merciful and gracious, long fufFering, and

abundant in goodnefs and truth, keeping mercy

X for
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for thoufands, forgiving iniquity, and tranfgref-

fion, and Sin. Under this endearing character

the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrifl: is

revealed in fcripture. Thus w^ould he be con-

fidered in the covenant of grace—related in the

neareft bond of affe6tion to all his children. He
is their father, the father of mercies, freely loving,

freely forgiving, freely accepting them in the

beloved. The holy Spirit convinces them of it,

and flieds the Father's love to them abroad in

their hearts ; the fenfe of which fweetly inclines

them to love him again. Love begets love.

God has put on the tender bowels of an cver-

loving parent, and he gives them the affeftion of

dutiful children. They love him, becaufe he

firft loved them. Then it is the delight of their

fouls to cultivate and improve this love on their

part, and it becomes their heaven upon earth to

walk with their God in the ways wherein he has

appointed to meet them, to love them, and to

blcfs them.

The main point then in the chriftian walk is

to know how to maintain peace in the con-

fcience : becaufe this is the powerful motive up-

on which the believer firft fcts out, and it is the

great fpring which keeps him going on. While

his confcicnce continues pure and undcfilcd, and

the peace of God rules in it, all is well. He
does not Hop, he docs not halt, in the way.

j3ut when guilt enters, unbelief certainly fol-

lows
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lows clofe after it, and then there is afrefli con-

troverfy in the court of confcience. Many
doubts arife, and afford matter for ftrife and de-

bate. The fenfe of peace is not only difturbed,

but is aifo for a time deftroyed by fuch fufpicions

as thefe—" Am I freely pardoned— Is God fully

reconciled to me— Is he ftill my loving Father ?

" I fear not. I have done fo and fo—He is cer^

" tainly difpleafed with me, and therefore I

dare not approach him, as I ufed to do, with

^' love and confidence." This is an evil con--

fcience. It is not purged from dead works : be^

caufe guilt is ftill in it, and this keeps the foul

at a diftance from God. It begets a coldnef^

and a fliynefs to him, and by (hutting out the

comfortable fenfe of his love makes way for fear

of wrath. Then the motives to walk with God
lofe their influence, ^nd an evil heart of unbelief

tempts the man to depart from the living God.

Look well then, O my foul, to this leading

truth, which has fuch univerfal influence over

the Chriftian walk. Attend to the peace of thy

confcience. See it be true peace, and mind it

bewell fettled. Learn to maintain it upon gofpel-

motives. The heart follows the determination of

confcience ; and cleaves to the Lord, or departs

from him, according as the confcience excufes or

accufes. It is therefore abfolutely necefl'ary for

our peace, that we fhould know how God has,

fliewn himfelf reconciled in Chrift Jefus. This.

chara6ter
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chara£ler of him in the fcriptures fliould be

ftudied. Whoever has been enabled to call him

Abba, Father, fliould implore the affiftance

of the Holy Spirit for an increafe of faith,

and (hould make ufe of all appointed means

for his growth in the knowledge of the love

of his heavenly Father. The apoftle is upon

this fubje£t in Romans v.—a chapter abounding

with powerful arguments to eftablifh the peace

of God in the confcience ; in order that the love

of God may rule in the heart. He gives us this

account of the privileges of a juftified man. He
has peace with God through Jefus Clirift- by

whom he has a free accefs to God— is in a ftate

of grace—ftands in it by the power of God—has

reafon to rejoice (come what will) in hope of the

glory to be revealed—and whatever he meets

with in the way to glory, fliould increafe the re-

joicing of his hope, and confirm his heart in the

Jove of God to him. Obferve how divinely the

apoftle fpeaks :
" Therefore being juftified by

" faith we have peace with God through our

" Lord Jefus Chrift : by whom alfo we have

" accefs by faith into this grace wherein we
" ftand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of Godj
" and not only fo, but we rejoice in tribulations

alfo, knowir.g well that tribulation workcth

patience, and patience experience, and cx-

•" perience hope ; and hope maketh not aOiamed,

^* becaufc the love of God is flicd abroad

" in
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*' in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft, who is given

" unto us."

What privileges ! how many, how free, how
blefled are here declared to be the portion of the

iuftificd man, which he is to enjoy in his recon-

ciled God ! Each of them tending to eilablifli

peace in his confcience, and love in his heart,

that he may delight hirafelf in God and in his

ways. The firft and chief blelTmg in experience,

which draws after it all the reft, is the Spirit—

The Holy Ghoji is given unto him, to be a witnefs

for Jefus, and to flied abroad the Fathers love

through him. He comes as the Spirit of life to

quicken the foul, which had been dead in tref-

pafles and fins, and to bring it to the knowledge

of falvation, which he does, fecondly by the gift

of faith.

Being juftifii'd by faith. He enables the finner

to believe in the finilhed work of the God-man,

and to truft to the free grant of it in the word of

God; whereby he fees himfelf fully juftified :

Through the atonement of Jefus freed from fin

and guilt ; through the righteoufnefs of Jefus en-

titled to life and glory, and therefore, thirdly, he

has

Peace %^i:h God through Jejus Chriji his Lord—

He fees God is at peace with him—perfectly and

continually reconciled. The peace is everlafting

which was made through the blood of the ever-

lafting covenant. The belief of this quiets and

fatisfics
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fatisfics tlie finncr's confcience ; which being

purged by the blood, and juftified by the rightc-

oufnefs of Jefus Chrift his Lord, is at peace, is

freed from guilty fears, and is reconciled to God^

yea to thejuftice of God, who can now be jufl:,

and yet the juftifier of the ungodly. To what

high honour is he then called ? He is admitted

into friendfhip with God, and has.

Fourthly, Jccefs by faith into this grace, ivhere'm

keJlands~-2iccek to a mercy-feat, to which he is

invited to come freely, as a beloved child to an

affe£lionate parent. Boidnefs and accefs with

confidence are required and commanded. " Let

" us come boldly to the throne of grace : hav-

** ing boidnefs to enter into the holieft by the

" blood of Jefus," let us by faith make ufe of

that new and living way, which he hath opened

for us. O what a mercy is it thus to have accefs

to a gracious Father ! how much is the mercy

increafed by his fettling his children in it ! We
?TAND in it, fays the apofllc, denoting the be-

ing fixed in a ftate of perfeci acceptance, con-

ferred by fovercign grace, brought into it bv

unchangeable love, and kept in it by the power

of a faithful God. How ftrcngthening to faith,

how encouraging to hope ! for.

Fifthly, We rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Faith relies upon the truth of what God hath

promifed, and hope waits for the enjoyment of

the good in the promife, but more efpccially for

the
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the glory which is to be revealed. This hope of

glory is full of rejoicing: becaufe every thing which

hope looks at and draws its joy from, depends

on the truth and faithfulnefs of a covenant God.

There can be no failing on his part, and there-

fore on the believer's there can be no difappoint-

ment. . On this ground hope cafts its anchor,

both fure and ftedfaft, and finds all fafe during

the ftorms of life, yea, has many a fweet fore-

tafte of the promifed glory, brought into the foul

by thefe very ftorms: for.

Sixthly, IVe rejoice in tribulations aljo. Thefe

are fo far from taking away the joy of the jufti-

fied man, that they tend greatly to increafe it,

and to make it more holy, as well as more hap-

py. Tribulations produce a plentiful harveft of

bleffings, they bring forth

Patience, giving occafion to exercife the graces

of the Spirit, to find the truth and the power of

them, and thereby working fubmiffion under

the crofs to the will of God. " It is good for

" me, fays David, that I have been afflicted j"

his troubles brought him to God---" Before I was
*' afflicted, I went aftray." His troubles kept

him near to God, dependent on the divine

ftrength to bear them with patience, and for

an happy ifi"ue out of them. Whereby he learnt

Experience., which follows fuflering and pa-

tience. Tribulations teach us what we are as

finners, and what God is to his reconciled chil-

dren,
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dreh. They make us fenfible of our weaknefs,

and of our being ftrong only in the Lord—of

our mifery, and of his comforts—of what we

deferve, and of what he faves us from—they

bring us to live out of ourfelves, upon the fure

mercies of a covenant God : whereby our hope

in him being tried, and by trials confirmed, we
difcover his love to us in fufFering, and by daily

experience become quite f^tisfied, that our

Hope is the grace of the Holy Spirit : for it

anfwers the fcripture-chara£tcr ; it rejoices in

tribulation. It has good reafon fo to do. It ex-

periences God's faithfulnefs. Every thing pro-

mifed being made good to us in time, we there-

by grow up into the full alTiirance of hope, that

we fliall not fail of receiving the promifed glory.

And this

Hope maketh not ajhamed, becanfe the love of God is

JJied abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft, who is

given unto us. He is given to fatisfyour hearts of the

love of God to us, and to lead us to ftudy the

nature and the perfettlons of his love. Behold 1

what manner of love, what a free, full, fove-

reign, and everlafting love,~ the Father hath be-

llowed upon us. It is aftually beftowed and en-

joyed by the power of the Holy Ghoft. He
fliows us, how the Father loved us, even when

we were without ftrength
; yea herein God com-

mendethhis love towards us, in that while we were
finners and enemies, he gave his Son to live and

die
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die for us, much more then being now juflifiecl,

we lhall be faved from wrath, and brought to

glory, through him. How does this commend

and fet off the love of God ! It is the firft caufe

<jf all the graces here mentioned, and beftows

them upon the moft unworthy. Faith, juftifi-

cation by faith, accefs to God, landing in

a juftified ftate, rejoicing in hope of glory,

and rejoicing in the way to it even in tri-

bulations, becaufe they cxercife and improve

patience, and put our graces to fuch trials,

as convince us, that they are the true graces

of the Holy Spirit, and that we fhall never be

alhamed of our hope in God. In this golden

chain of experience love is the uppermoft link.

It was the firft, and draws after it all the reft.

The free love of the Father gave his Son for us,

and with him gave us all things. The fame love

has now given his Spirit to us, and he has en-

abled us to know and to believe, that we are

juftified, have accefs to a reconciled God, ftand

accepted before him, &c. and that he is our

loving God and Father in Jcfus. The fenfe of

this warms the heart, and fweetly and power-

fully influences the affe£tions to delight in, and

to walk in love with fuch an exceedingly gra-

cious and merciful God.

In this delightful portion of fcripture the Holy

Spirit teaches us, how he brings fmners to know

that God loves them. It is by believing in the

right-
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rlghtcoufnefs and atonement of the Son of God.

Hence fpring peace and love—peace with God
in the confcience, and love to God in the heart.

There is an infcparable conne£lion between thofe

two graces. The one cannot exift without the

other. Whoever knows the God of peace will

find that God is love : for being juftified by faith,

he will thereby fee that God is at peace with

him, and himfelf in a ftate of free acceptance

before him, in which he fliall ftand and be kept

fafe, until he receive the promifed glory. The
hope of which will be confirmed by his daily

experience of God's faithfulnefs, making all

things, even tribulations, work together for his

good in the way to glory : thus will the Holy

Spirit fatisfy him of the love of God to his foul.

And the pcrfuafion of his love begets love. It

foftens the hard heart. It warms the cold heart.

It works kindly upon all the aff'eclions, and by

fetting before them every poflible good to be en-

joyed in their reconciled God, it mightily dif-

pofcs them to feek their fupreme happinefs in

walking humbly and clofely with him.

Attend then, O m.y foul, to this fcripture.

Meditate upon the experience of which it treats.

Pray for it. Pray for more of it. And above

all, obferve the great truth here taught thee by

the Holy Ghoft, namely, that thou canft not

have any true love of God, but what arifes from

the fenfc of his being at peace with thee in

Jcfus,
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Jefus. O beware of falfe teachers : for there Is

great reafon. Many talk big of their loving

God for his own inherent lovelinefs. A funda-

mental miftake. Myftics, Quakers, natural re-

ligion men, dreaming metaphyficians, and the

motley tribe of moral ifts and deifts, pretend to

love an abfolute God, without viewing him ia

the covenant of grace, or as he has revealed

himfelf in the incarnation of his Son. There has

been no love of this kind in any heart upon

earth for near fix thoufand years. Adam in pa-

radife might love him thus. But when driven

out of paradife for fin he could love him fo no

more. The promifed feed of the woman, the

word made flcfli, became then the objeft of his

faith, and the only ground of his love. ' ^he
fcripture has clearly determined this—" We
" love him, becaufe he firft loved us~And in

" this was manifeftcd the love of God towards

" us, becaufe that God fent his only-begotten

" Son into the world, that we might live through

" him." When the Holy Ghoft has taught this

love of God to finners, and by believing has ma-

nifefted it to their hearts ; then they love him

upon chriftian principles ; and finners cannot

love him upon any other. They love him for

that infinite mercy which led him to fend his

only-begotten Son into the world to finifh the

falvation of his people. They love him for fend-

in^g the Holy Ghoft to enable them to fee the

everlafting
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cverlafling fufficiency of this falvation, and to

believe the record of God concerning it ; where-

by they come to experience how much the Fa-

ther loved them. This is heaven begun. The

Father's love flied abroad in the heart by the

Holy Ghoft is the foretafte of glory. Whoever

enjoys it has found, what is more to be defned

than gold, yea, than much fine gold, fweeter

alfo than honey and the honeycomb. O it is

indeed heaven upon earth. To preferve it, to

improve it, is become the one ftudy of the happy

believer. The panting of his foul is after more

of this love. The prayer of his faith is, O thou

eternal Spirit, help me fo to walk with my moft

loving Father, as that I may maintain peace

with him in my cenfciencc, and a growing love

to him in my heart, until thou bring me to the

enjoyment of everlafling peace and love.

The prayer of a righteous man prevaileth

much, being offered with energy. By the love

of the Spirit it is anfwered. He not only pre-

ferves, but alfo increafes his own graces. He
leads the believer to frefla difcoveries of the Fa-

ther's love, and puts him into poffeflion of the

exceeding rich treafures of it. He helps him to

draw very ftrong arguments for the comfort of

his heart from the perfc£l freeness of divine

love. Thus he reafons

—

Although I am bcfet with temptations, and

aflaulted with corruptions, and in a world of

troubles.
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troubles, yet I need not fear but God will bring

me fafe through all : for I know he loves me.

It is plain he does. I could never have loved

him, unlefs he had firfl: freely loved me. My
love is only the reflcftion of his. I have been

convinced of fin, but it was not from myfelf

:

the convi£tion was of God. I have been con-

vinced of righteoufnefs, and I put my whole

truft in the righteoufnefs of Jefus. He is the

only ground of my hope. I now reft my foul

upon the fure foundation, which he hath laid.

And this faith is not of myfelf. It is the gift of

God. I afcribe it to his fovercign grace, that I

have been enabled to look upon the Father as

reconciled to me, pardoning me through the

blood-fliedding of his Son, accounting me righ-

teous through the obedience of his Son, and in

him accepting, loving, and blefling me. How
could I experience thefe things but bv the

power of the Holy Ghoft ? And for what did I

deferve to experience them ? The reafon muft

be found in the riches of his own free grace.

Did the Father forefee any thing good in me,

for which he chofe me in his Son ? Was it for

any worthinefs of mine, that the Son vouch-

fafed to take flefh, and to live and to die for

me ? Was it for any forefeen works, faithful-

nefs, or diligence, in means that the Holy Ghoft

called me to know, to believe, and to enjoy the

Father's love through the Son's falvation ? O, no.

Away
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Away with fiich thoughts. I dare claim nothing

for mine own, but fin and fliame. Not unto

me. Lord, not unto me, but unto thee be all

the glory. It was the good pleafure of thine

own will, \yhich chofe me before the foundation

of the world, and accepted me in the beloved ;

and now I know that thy counfels of old are

faithfulncfs and truth. I experience the happy

fruit and efFe£l of them. I am brought to be-

lieve in thee and to love my God and Father,

which I am fatisfied I could never have done,

if thy free love had not firft purpofed to fave me,

and now carried thy purpofes into execution.

To the praife of the glory of thy diftinguifhing

grace, I am in poffeflion of the things which ac-

company falvation. O give me more grace,

that I may daily make a better ufe of them, and

may return thee better praife for thy free gifts of

free grace.

It is free, and it is alfo covenant love. This

is another of its divine properties: God com-

mendeth his love towards the heirs of promife

by giving them fullfecurity for its unchangeable-

nefs. And this view the Holy Spirit opens to

them for the fupport of their faith in times of

trial. When they arc walking in darknefs and

have no light, troubled on every fide, without

are fightings, within are" fears, w^ien in great

Jieavinefs through failings in duty, through rif-

ings of corruption, or, through manifold temp-

VoL. I.
" P tations.
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tations, then he difcovcrs to them the treafure*

of covenant love, and enabks them to draw rich

confolation from that heavenly ftorehoufe. An
heir of piomife under his teaching is often fup-

ported in this way : It is true, I am in trouble,

but not forfaken. What if every thing I have

and am in myfelf makes againft me, yet God is

on my fide, a covenant God : for I believe the

eternal Three entered into covenant before all

worlds, and with manifold wifdom ordered all

things relating to the heirs of promJfe. For their

fakes, and to end all ftrife in their confciences-

about the certainty of their falvation, it pleafed

the bleiled Trinity to enter into covenant, and to

confirm their covenant by oath, thus giving them

two immutable things to trufl: in, in which it is

impoffible for God to lie. Ohow ftrengthening-

to faith is this view of the unchangeablenefs of

covenant love ! If it be but a man's covenant^

being properly figned and fealed, no one difan-

nulleth or addeth thereto. And who ftall dif-

annul or add to the covenant of the Trinity ?

The creature cannot. God will not. His pur^

pofe of bringing many fons to glory is unaltera-

bly fixed in his own mind, and in order to make

it a fure ground for their faith, he confirmed his

immutable covenant by his immutable oath. Oa
this fecurity I reft my foul. A covenant God
has enabled me to truft in his covenant engage-

ments. Hence I fee every thing relating to my

5 falvatioa
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falvatlon abfolutely certain in the counfel and

covenant of God ; and I look upon my failh to

be one of the effects of my being in the cove-

nant. And faith as a covenant gift is an immu-

table gift. What a bleffing is it, that the gifts

and calling of God are without repentance ! It has

been given me on the behalf of Chrift to believe.

And is not this from covenant love ? What elfe

could bring me to truft in covenant faithfulnefs?

Therefore by believing I have immutable things

to depend upon for the certainty of my falva-

tion. Upon them would I ftay my foul, as well

I may, and fix my heart upon them. O that I

could bring more glory to my covenant God by

trufting him with unfliaken confidence ! His love

to me demands it at my hands. His love con-

trived the plan of falvation. Love provided

every thing needful to carry it into execution.

The evidence, which he has given of this, was

from the overflowings of love. His word of pro-

mife, ratified by covenant, confirmed by oath,

the oath of the holy, blefl!ed, and glorious Tri-

nity, made to fatisfy the heirs of promife of the

immutability of the divine will concerning them

—

O what miracles of love are thefe ! And all to

affure them, that the heart of Jehovah is inva-

•riably towards them for good ! Yes, Lord, this

is the great love wherewith thou lovefl: me. And
this is the evidence of thy love. Thou haft

brought me to believe it, and to put fome honor

P 2 upon
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upon it. I defire to truft to thy covenant engage-

ments without wavering. Eftablifli, ftrengthcn,

fettle my faith. Increafe it from day to day, that

I may grow in the knowledge and experience of

that love which paffeth knov/ledge. For

It is a free, a covenant, and alfo an everlast-

ing love. This is another of its moft glorious

properties. His love knows neither beginning

nor end. It is without variablenefs or fliadow

of turning. The heart of God is always one and

the fame towards his chofen people : for he

loveth them freely. The motives to it were all

in, and from his own breaft. The covenant was

diftinguifhing love, fecured to the heirs of pro-

mife by the moft folcmn engagements. And this

crowns all. His love is of the fame date with

the covenant—not only before all worlds, but

alfo from eternity. Therefore it is frequently

called in fcripture an everlafting covenant, an<I

covenant-love is faid to be according-to the eter-

nal purpofe, which he had purpofcd in Chrift

Jefus our Lord : whereby before the foundations

of the world were laid, he hath conftantly de-

creed by his counfel, fecret to us, to deliver from

curfe and damnation thofe whom he hath chofen,

in Chrift out of mankind, and to bring them by

Chrift to everlafting falvation, as veftels made t<i

honor. Here is a never-failing fource of com-

fort to a believing heart. Meditate, O my foul,

upon it. Confider, what God hath done for

thee,
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tliee, and give him the glory of his precious love.

Has he not called thee by his Spirit, working in

thee in due feafon ? Haft thou not obeyed the

call ? Doft thou not depend upon the finifhcd

work of God thy Saviour j Art thou not juftified

freely by faith in him ? Art thou not feeking

daily to mortify the works of the flefli, and thy

earthly members, and that thy mind may be

drawn up to high and heavenly things? Certainly

thcfe are good proofs of the purpofes of the

Father's love towards thee : becaufe thefe are

the happy effe£ls of his purpofes now taking

place in thy foul. O how greatly fliould this

confideration eftablifli and confirm thy faith of

eternal falvation to be enjoyed by Chrlft, and

thereby kindle thy love towards God. He has

indeed drawn thee by the fvveet attraftion of his

Spirit unto himfelf, and he has explained to thee

the motive for his fo doing—*' Yea, I have loved

" thee with an cverlafting lovg, therefore with

" loving kindnefs have I drawn thee." His love

difcovercd to thee in time is the fruit of his love

before time: for the one is the effeft of the other.

If love had not been always in his heart towards

thee, thy heart could never have been drawn in

love to him. But he has drawn it. And thou

art feeking to have it drawn more clofely to him.

Is it not thy daily wifla ? O for more love to my
gracious Father—what a love has he flievvn to

mc—what a free, co\ enant, evcrlaftiiig love! And
yet,
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yet, alas! what poor returns do I make him?

Holy Spirit of love, raife and exalt my affections,

and let th? confideration of the wonderful love

of my heavenly Father to me increafe mine to

him, and let mine abound yet more and more in

knowledge and in all fenfible experience.

The Holy Spirit, who is the great teacher and

manifefter of the Father's love, h^.s revealed thefe

properties of it in fcripture for the eftabliflhment

of the faith 'of the children of God. He would

have them believe affuredly, that God is their

Father, not in name only, but in deed and in

truth ; that he has the bowels of the tender-eft

parent, and that he freely, fully, everlaftingly

loves them in his dear Son. As he loves him, fo

he loves them. He embraces the head and the

members with the fame affe£tion. And becaufe

they can hardly believe this in times of trial and

trouble, the Holy Spirit would therefore fatisfy

their hearts of it by difcovering to them the un-

changeablenefs of their Father's love, as it has

been manifcfted in the divine covenant, and con-

firmed with the divine oath. In both which the

witnefs of the Father to his children is given in

this manner 1 have freely loved you, I have

engaged to love you, and I will ever be mindful

of my covenant engagements—as I live, faith the

Lord, I will love you unto the end—yea, I will

blefs you with all fpiritual and eternal bleffings in

Chrift Jcfus—-what he, your elder brother, is now
in
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in glory, that will my love make you—the moun-

tains fliall depart, and the hills fliall be removed,

but my kindnefs flialUiot depart from you^neither

ihall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith

the Lord, that hath mercy on you.

Thefe are faithful fayings, and worthy of all

acceptation. O evil heart of unbelief, what pre-

tence hail thou to reafon againlt the truth of

them ? O ye of little faith, wherefore do ye

doubt of receiving the goodnefs of them ? Your

Father is not a man, that he fliould lie, neither the

fon of man that he fliould alter his purpofe.

Hath he faid, and fliall he not do it ? Or hath he

fpoken, and fliall he not make it good ? Yes, the

purpofe of his heart, fpoken with his mouth,

ihall be made good with his arm : all his perfec-

tions ftand engaged to eftablifli his faithful word,

and therefore it is a fafe ground to build and refl

upon. Trufting to it the believer may boldly

claim the promifed bleflings of his Father's love,

and with a hope that will never make him afliam-

cd he may expeft a growing enjoyment of its free

covenant and eternal blefljngs.

Well then, O my foul, thou haft confidered

the fubje£l. What are thy fentiments of the

Jove of the Father ? Are they fuch as the fcrip-

ture teaches ? Take heed of error. A little mif-

take here will have dreadful cfFefts upon thy

walk. Doft thou believe, that thou, coming to

the Father through faith in the life and death of

his
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his co-equal Son, art pardoned and juftified beforo

him, and that this thy coming to the Father

through the Son is from the grace of the Spirit ?

Therefore the Three that bear record in heaven

do vvitnefs to thy being an objeft of covenant

love. Does this w^itnefs keep thy confcience

quiet, and thy heart happy ? Canft thou plead it

againft guilt and fear, and maintain the influence

of it in dark and trying times ? The lovp of thy

heavenly Father is immutable : doft thou expe-

rience it to be fo ? It is everlafting. Canfl: thou

depend upon it as fuch ? It has provided all

bleflings for thee in Jefus : art thou receiving

them out of his fulnefs, grace for grace ? It is

propofed to thy faith in "John xvii. and in Eph. iii.

as a never failing fpring of confolatlon. Read

and try, whether thou art pra£tically acquainted

with what is there written. Examine the cha-

ra6ler of the Father's love ; and be aflured what

is not agreeable to it, is not the teaching of the

Holy Spirit. His office in thy foul is to witnefs

to what he has revealed in the fcripture, to ex-

plain it to thine underftanding, to make it the

ground of thy faith, and the enjoyment of thy

heart. Doft thou then underftand, and believe,

and enjoy the Father's love according to what

the Holy Spirit has teftified of it ?

Perhaps thou art clear in thine underftanding,

but through the weaknefs of thy faith haft but

little enjoyment of the love of God. Why is thy

faith
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faith weak ? Search into the caufe (depend upon

it God is not the caufe), and having difcovered

it, inquire into the remedy. There is provifion

made in the covenant for all the infirmities of thy

failh : for it was well ordered in all things and

fure, and thy faith was well ordered and fure--

infallible fecurities were provided in the covenant

to make it fure. That thou fliouldft have it, that

thou fliouldll keep it, and keep it too unto the

end, the blelTed Trinity have engaged by their

immutable counfel, and their immutable oath.

Therefore thou art now kept by the power of

God through faith unto falvation. The power

of God, which is thy keeper, has given thee

faith, and keeps thy faith, that it fail not. Thou

and it are well kept. A covenant God has the

charge of both. Almighty love watches over

thee, and underneath are the everlafting arms.

Till thefe fail, thy faith cannot fail. O what

powerful motives are thefe to induce thee to be-

lieve without w^avering! Confider them carefully.

And may the Lord render them the means of

Itrengthening thy faith, and of thereby enabling

thee to cleave more clofcly in love to thy heavenly

Father.

It may be thou art hindered from living by

imfliaken faith, becaufe thou haft fo little love to

God—he ought to have all thy heart and foul,

and mind and ftrengtb, but it grieves thee to ob-

fcrve what a fmall part he has of them. This

view

.4
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view is always humbling. Our love at beft is

not what it ought to be. It is not conftant: it

ebbs and flows. It is not perfefl: : the fiefli

lufteth always contrary to the Spirit. It is not

what God deferves, as payment for love receiv-

ed : who will compute the full value of his love

to one redeemed (inner ? On earth it furpaffeth

knowledge. In heaven it furpafleth all returns of

praife. The higheft love of glorified faints is

only acknowledgement, but not payment. They

are perfeftly humble, and therefore willing that

God Ihould have all the glory of their falvation.

To him they afcribe it. The fame mind in thee

would refine thy love, and make it fomething

h"ke their's. When thou art confidering thy love

to God, and afhamed at the fight of it, then look

at his. Look efpecially at his, when thine is

little. Believing views of his will increafe thine.

Thine has nothing elfe to excite it, or to nourifli it.

Thou art not called upon to warm thyfelf with the

fparksof thy love to God, but with the pure conftant

flame of his love to thee. His is to keep up thine.

His is the firft caufe, and thine is but the efFeft.

The experience of his will heal ail the infirmities

of thine. When thy love is little, unfettled, cold,

and dull, then ftudythe divine properties of his:

thefe rightly underftood will increafe, fettle,

warm, and aftuate thine affections. By believ-

mg meditation thou wilt find a pardon provided

for thy little love : the fenfe of it will comfort

thy
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thy confcience. Thy heart will grow hot with-

in thee : while thou art mufing the fire will

kindle. It will break out.* Thou wilt fpeak

with thy tongue praife and thankfgiving to thy

loving God and Father.

Thou art willing then, O my foul, and ready

to fet out to follow thy God. Under the influence

of the Holy Spirit thou haft chofen him for thy

portion, and in a conftant dependence upon his

grace thou haft taken his way for thy daily walk.

How great is the love, wherewith he loveth thee

!

Survey it. Meafure, if thou canft, the dimen-

fions of it in thine own particular cafe. The

more thou art acquainted with it, the readier

wilt thou be to give him all the glory of it, and

to make fuch acknowledgements as thefe

:

I fpeak the truth in Chaift, I lie not, my con-

fcience bearing me witncfs in the Holy Ghoft,

that being juftified by faith I have found peace,

and free accefs to a reconciled God. We are

agreed, and now I defire to walk with him. He
is my Father in Jefus, and 1 know he has bowels

of the tendereft affeftion for me. l ought not, it

would be bafe in me, to queftion it, fince he has

ftied his love abroad in my heart by the Holy

Ghoft: who has made me of one mind, of one

heart, and of one way with himfelf. His way is

become mine : for he has reconciled me to it by

caufing me to fee, that he chofc me freely, as an

©bjeiSl of his ele6ling love, that he gave his Son

to
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to finifh falvation work for me, and that he has

now given his Spirit to me, who has called me,

and given me ears to hear, who has beftowed on

me faith and hope, and has enabled me to look

upon thefe as fruits of the Father's covenant

grace, and everlafting favor. O what exceeding

riches of love are thefe ! If I would declare and

fpeak of them, they are more than can be num-

bered. What am I, that I fliould be accepted in

the beloved ? His Father mine. He fees me,

loves me, yea blefles me in him. My title is

clear to all fpiritual bleffings, becaufe God being

my God in Jefus, all things are mine.' He will

make them all work together for my good. He
that withheld not his own Son, but gave him for

me, how fliall he not with him freely give me all

things ? Having his free grant of them in the

word of promife, and trufting to his faithfulnefs,

I have fet out to walk with my divine Friend and

Father, hoping to enjoy his loving prefence all

the way to heaven. I would not aim at getting

any new title to his love, but to have new enjoy*

ment. Every day I am feeking for more know,-

ledge, and for more experience of his abundant

love to me in his beloved Son. And for this end

I would walk clofe with him in his way—not to

buy his love, it is ineftimable—not to merit it,

free grace and merit cannot ftand together—not

that I may deferve it for my walk, but may freely

receive it of him in my walk—not that he may

give
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give It me for walking with him, but that in

walking with him I may enjoy what he has al-

ready given me. His love is a free gift. I would

by faith enjoy it in time, as I hope by fenfe to en-

joy it in eternity. Whatever blefllng, ftrength,

vi£lory, or comfort, I (land in need of, I look to

the fulnefs, which he has laid up in Jefus, and

from thence I receive it. I rgad my title to it,

and I take pofieffion of it, for nothing done in me
or by^nie, now or at any other time, but only in

or for the free grace of his Father and my Father.

While I can live thus by fimple faith I find I am
enabled to go on well. The fenfe of his free,

covenant, everlafting love keeps my heart happy,

and makes walking with him my delight. O
that he may enable me to prefs forward, that I

may hold my confidence, and the rejoicing of

my hope ftedfaft unto the end ! And why need

I doubt of it, fince he has me in his keeping ?

His love has bound itfelf to me by covenant en-

gagements, which are my full fecurity for what

he has declared, " I will never leave thee nor

" forfake thee."

Thefe defires, I am perfuaded, are from thee,

O Father of mercies. I could never have fought

my happinefs in thy love, unlefs thou hadft firft

loved me. O grant me then the defires of my

heart. What thy good Spirit has put me upon

fecking, let me by his grace find continually. He

has manifefted to me thy perfect reconciliation to

thy
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thy people through the life and death of JefuS*

It has been given me on his behalf to believe

this. I have therefore taken thee for my God
and my portion, and I would fo walk with thee

as to obtain a growing knowledge and experi-

ence of thy love. For this caufe I bow my knees

unto thee, holy Father. O hear and anfwer the

prayer of faith. Give me grace to walk with

thee in love all the way to glory. I afk it in the

name of Jefus : for thou art the Father of our

Lord Jefus Chrift, of Avhom the whole family in

heaven and earth is named. One Father, one

family, one love. Thou receiveft all thy chil-

dren, whether in heaven or earth, into the fame

near relation, and embraceft them with the fame

dear affection in thy beloved Son. O what a

mercy is this !• BlelTed, for ever blelTed be thy

fatherly love, which chofe me to be of thy family,

and which has brought me to know that I am a

child of God by faith in Chrift Jefus. I thank

thee for giving me the defire to live as fuch, and

to walk worthy of my high calling. O grant me
then according to the riches of thy glory, (out of

•thine infinite treafury of grace, and to the praife

of the glory of thy grace) to be ftrengthened

with might by thy Spirit in the inner man. He
is the promife of the Father. All thy children

have their nevv- birth, and every faculty of

the new man from him, and by the working of

his mighty power they are kept, as well as re-

newed
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Tiewed day by day : for without him they can do

nothing. Of this he has thorouf^hly convinced

me. I know I cannot call thee Father, nor be-

lieve in thee, nor love thee, but by thy Spirit.

O my God, ftrengthen me effectually by his

grace in the inner man, for every purpofe of fpi-

ritual life. Whatever he has engaged to do in

thy children, let him do it In me, that through

his prefence and power Chrift may dwell in my
heart by faith. O let him continually difcover to

me mine intereft in Chrift, and open to me the

exceeding riches of thy love in him. Holy

Father, let thy good Spirit abide with me, that I

may know for certain Chrift is one with me, and

I am one with him, and may thereby be able to

maintain conftant fellowftiip with him—he dwell-

ing in me and I in him. O may I thus live con-

tinually by the faith of the Son of God, depend-

ing always for acceptance with thee upon his

atonement and his righteoufnefs, and fo may find

the happy fruit of his prayer to thee—" O righ-

teous Father, I have declared to my difciples

" thy name, and will declare it, that the love,

" wherewith thou loveft me, may be in them, and

" I in them." Thou didft hear, thou haft an-

fwered times out of number, the requeft of thy

beloved Son. Lord God anfwer it to me. Let

me rejoice in thy love, and find it to be the fame

to me, as to him. Let thy good Spirit root me

and ground me in the knowledge of thy Jove to

me



24^ WALK OF FAITH.

me in Jefus. O grant me to be deeply rooted in

the experience of it, that my faith working by

love may bring forth much fruit to tiiy glory, and

I may become fa grounded in love, as to ftand

imfhakert, like ahoufe built upon arock, againd

every attack made upon my love to thee. O mv
God and Father, my heart is naked and open to

thee. Thou knoweft the fecrets of it. Thou

feeft how fervently I pray for the abiding pre-

fence of the Holy Spirit. My prayer comes from

a feeling fenfe of my want of him, and from a

dependence on thy promife to give the Spirit to

them that aflc him. Lord, I afk. Grant me to-

be ftrengthened by him with every needful gift

and grace in the inner man. Send him to mani-

feft plainer and plainer my union with Jefus, in

order to m.y keeping up communion with him

:

that having him dwelling in my heart by faith,

I may be fo eftablifhed in the experience of thy

love to me in him, as to be able to comprehend

with all faints, what is that breadth, and length,

and depthj and height of thy love. All -the

faints comprehend it. But the faints below lefs

than they above. And fome of them below com*

prehend more than others. I know but little :

O my God, increafe my knowledge of thy love in

Jefus. Whereunto I have attained, eftablifli

me ; and keep me prefling forward for clearer

difcoveries of it. Help me to furvey it, fo far as

faith is able, in its moft glorious dimenfions, and

to
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to pralfe thee for mine experience of its rich

mercies. Holy Father, teach me ftill more by

thy Spirit of the boundlefs frecnefs, and of the

endlefs fulnefs of thy love—let me know thy

love in Chrill, which pafleth knowledge. Al-

though I cannot know it, as it is, my limited

underftanding being incapable of meafuring the

infinity of thy love, yet for this very reafon let

me be daily ftudying to know more of it—grow-

ing up into Chrilt Jefus by faith—abounding in

hope by the power of the Holy Ghoft—and in-

creafing in the love of God. Holy, bleffed, and

glorious Trinity, let me thus partake of the ful-

nefs of grace below, grace for grace, till I par-

take of the fulnefs of glory above—that I may

be filled with all the fulnefs which is of God,

with which thou haft promifed to fill thy chil-

dren in earth and heaven. O magnify thy love

towards me according to its greatnefs, and not

according to my deferts, or to my prayers. I

know thou canft do exceeding abundantly above

all that I can alk or think, according to the power

that worketh elFe£luaIly in me. Thy power en-

gaged to aft for me is the fupport of my faith,

and mine encouragement in my prayer. It is an

infinite and almighty power, which has gracioufly

begun, and has hitherto profperoufly carried on

the good work in my foul. To it all things are

poflible. Lord forbid I fhould doubt of thy grant-

ing the petition?, which I have been oflfering up

Vol, J. Q tmto
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unto thee in thy Son's name. That which thou

haft promifcd, thou art able to perform. O my
God and Father, fet thy power to work more
efFe£tuaI]y in me. Let the Spirit of might en-

large my thoughts of, and my faith in, thy pre-

cious love. Let me experience daily, how much
more thou art able to do, than I have yet obtain-

ed ; to give, than I have yet aflced ; to increafe,

thaij I have yet thought. And whatever increafe

thou giveft, may it draw out mine affections in

greater love to thee, and to thy w^ays, and fo be

the means of bringing more glory to thee. For

thy love in Jefus the whole family in heaven and

earth is afcribing honor and praife. Accept my
thanks, holy Father, together with theirs. To
thee be glory in the church by Chrift Jefus

throughout all ages world without end. Amen.

CHAP,
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CHAP. IV.

The believer gois on Juccefsfully, while he walks by

faith in a conftant dependence uptin his reconciled

God, and loving Father.

The leading principle upon which lie fets out

is this. God is my God and Father. He 13 per-

fectly reconciled unto me, and my confcience is

At peace with him through faith in his beloved

Son. He loves me in him. He has manifelied

it plainly to me, and now my heart Vv'^uld cleave

to him as ihy moft tender parent. I would reft

in rily love to him as he refts in his love to me. It

is entirely through the grace of the eternal Spirit,

that I have been enabled thus to believe in the

finiflied w^oi'k of Jefus, and to experience the

Father's love in him. By which means I have

been fatisfied of the love of the ever-bleffed Tri-

nity to my foiil. Father, Son, and Spirit have

covenanted to n1ake me an heir of God, and a

joint heir with Chrilt: From my belief and expe-

rience of thefe truths I have been enabled to

choofe God for my portion. His will is'become

mine. His appointed way is my courfe ; and

now I defire fo to walk with him, as to maintain

in my confcience the peace of God, and in my
heart t1ie love of God. I do not cxpe6t any new

Q 2
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title to thofe mcftimable graces. My claim Ts

good and valid under Chrift. I would not dif^

parage it by fuppofing, that my clofe walk with

God was to make any atonement for my fins, or to

be tlic leaft part of my juftifying righteoufncfs.

I have thefe already, and perfectly too in Jcfus.

The enjoyment of them is the thing I want. I

am fceking for more of that peace with, and love

to, the Father, to which I am entitled in his

Son. His fulnefs, the fulnefs of him that fillcth

all in all, is mine. A free grant of it has pafTed

iji the court of heaven, has been revealed in the

record of truth, and I by believing have ac-

cepted the grant. I am in poffclTion. of its pri-

vileges, and am enjoying its blcflings. On the

fulnefs of Jefus I live this day. Out of it I

hope to be receiving every grace, which I' fliall

want foir- my fafe and happy walk with hi&

Father and my Father. Blefs the Lord, O my
foul, for what thou knovv^cfl and liaft experienced

of his abundant grace : which has enabled thee

thus to refolve to walk with thy reconciled God

and loving Father. This day thou art called up-

on to maintain peace with him in thy confcience,

and love to him in thy heart ; peace like his,

flowing from the fenfe of being perfectly recon*

ciled to thee—love like his, the happy fruit of

his unchangeable love to tlice. Whatever thou

mcctefl with in thy work or warfare ought not

to Icflen, but ought to cxcrcife and to improve

thofc



WALK OF FAITIT. 245

thofc graces. Never forget that he is thy God—
I he God of peace. lie ftands related to thee in

the dcarcrt and nioft indiflblublc bond of love.

He is thy Father in Jcfire, Keep the fenfe of

tliis always frefli upon thy mind, and thy fteps

v ill be ordered aright. Nothing will be abic to

itop thee in the w^iyto heaven, or to feduce thee

out of it J but every thing will bring thee forward.

Whilft thou canft maintain peace anxl love, thou

wilt go on profperoufly againft guilt and felt-

righteoufnefs, againft the wiles and affaults of thy

fpiritual foes, againll the world which llcth in

wickednefs, and againft ev^ry in\^'ard and out-

ward trial. The Lord being on thy fide, all

thefe lhall work together under him for thy good,

and they fliall be the means of making thee walk

fafely in the way, and of bringing thee happily

to the end of it. The apoftle has given us the

whole plan in few words—" We walx, fays

** he, BY FAITH, and not by fight." We di-

rect our chrillian courfe by believing, and not

by feeing. Faith is to us the evidence of things

not fecn, and the ground of our hoping to en-

joy them. We believe u]X)n the authority of

God's word, that they are what he dcfcribes

them to be : for faith, as a grace of the Spirit,

confifts in giving credit to what God fays. If it

be a truth propofed to the underftandiiig, faithre-

]ies upon the infallible word, if it be a promife,

faith depends upon the arm of G od to make it

S good.
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good. And whatever he has promifed, faith

(when it is as it fhouid be) does not ftagger at

difficulties, but refts fully perfuaded, that what

God hath promifed, he is able alfo to perform.

Faith looks at the word fpoken, and overlook?

feeming impoflibilities: Thus saith the Lord
.-that i§ enough for faith--full of fatisfying evi-

dence : for it knovvs, that to fpcak and to do

are the fame thing with an unchangeable Ged.

How many errors in judgment, and confc-

quent miftakes in praftice, prevail at this day,

chiefly ariling from confounding faith with its

fruits'; and from not diflinguifhing between the

word ofGod believed, and what will follow upon

believing it aright. Thus fome make affurancc

to be of the eOence of faith, others make appro-

priation, and many make it confifi: in an im-

preflion upon the mind, that Chrifl: loved me,

and gave himfelf for me. Thefcare fruits : what

faith fliould produce, but not what it is. Thefe

are eiTefts of faith working, and not definitions

of the nature of faith. A believer (hould be ex-

horted to make his calling and eleQion fure : for

it is his privilege. He ought to give all diligence

to attain afTurance, to appropriate Chirift with

all his bleiTings to himfelf, and to be clearly per-

fuaded that Chrift loved him and gave himfelf

for him. Thefe are bleffed fruits of believing.

May God give his people more of them. But

then the tree muft be before the fruits,. and the

fruity
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fruits grow upon the tree. Faith is flrft, and

faith derives its being from believing the word of

God, and all its fruits are continued aQ.s of be-

lieving. And when you hear of believing, do

you not always think of fomething fpoken ? You
cannot fcparate thefe two in your mind. Some-

thing has been faid and propofed to you before

your belief can be called for. If nothing has been

faid, belief has no exercifc. Faith and the word

of God therefore are related, as the elfeft and

the caufe : becaufe faith comcth by hearing, and

hearing by the word of God. What God hath

fpoken in his word demands belief from all that

hear it. When faith cometh by hearing it, then

we aflent to the truth of what God has faid, and

we rely upon his faithfulnefs to make good what

he has promifod. Aflfurance is this faith grown

to its full feature , but we are not born fix feet

high. Appropriation is a very comfortable act-

ing of faith, when a man is perfuadcd of his in-

tereft in covenant mercies : and, from what he

then feels, can fay, Chrift loved me and gave

himfelf for me ; but he has not this comfort in

times of heavinefs, he may be walking in dark-

nefs and having no light, yea in the hidings of

the Lord's countenance, and yet even then he may
truft fimply to what God hath fpoken ; which is

true faith, and more exalted faith, than that

which draws its evidence from its appropriating

j6ts and its prefent experience. The more a

man
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ihan truHs to fonfe, the lefshe lives by faith : for

fcnfible feelings are not faith. Imprcfllons arc

not beUeving. I fee the fun ; I liear a found ;

I feci an objecl: faith has no place in thcfe in-

flances. Its effence is believing and trufting

what God hath fpoken. If his word be believ-

ed, and by believing, the confcicnce find peace,

and the heart joy : Thefe are joy and peace in

believing. They come from believing ; are its

cfFefts ; and no more enter into the effence of

faith, than comfortable feelings do into the ef-

fence of man. He is as truly a man, when mi-

ferable, as he is when comfortable.

Thefe miftakes fliould be carefully guarded

againft, becaufe they are chiefly pernicious to

the children of God ; who are kept by them

from growing up into affurance, into appropria-

tion, and into the fenfible experience of God's

love to them in Chrifl Jefus. They are puzzled

—they are milled, by being told they have no

faith, if they have not affurance, &c. They ex-

amine themfelves, but cannot find any fucb

fath. This difcourages them. They are tempt-

ed to think they have no true faith, becaufe they

have not what certain perfons talk of. But if

they would adhere ftri£tly to the word of God,

and would take their ideas from it, they would

fee how fimple and plain a thing believing is, and

would foon be fatis.^ed that they were true be-

lievers. Which co!ivi£tion would have many bleffed

effects.
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cfFefts, efpecially thefc~it would put them upon

fccking for an increafe of faith, and upon expect-

ing the proper fruits of faith. What nouriftics

faith, ripens them: for they cannot be produced

fo long as perfons are doubting whether they have

any faith at all. They would fee how dcfirablc *

it is to believe without doubt or wavering, what

honor it puts upon God's word, what comfort it

brings to them. And they would be waiting in

the appointed means for grace to maintain, for

grace to improve their faith, that they may be

going on from faith to faith. While this was

their end and aim, faith in act and exercife,

maintained and improved, would bring in daily

growing evidence of their being indeed partakers

of the faith of God's eleft. Living by faith,

walking by faith, would demonflrate to them

their fpiritual life and walk, as plainly as natural

life and walk can l)e demonftrated by any out-

ward actions.

Here is great need, O my foul, to read the

fcripture, and to pray for the Spirit of wifdom.

Read, pray much ; left thou fliouldeft err con-

cerning the faith. Every error will be a ftumb-

ling block in the way ofthy holy walk, and make
thee tired of it, or feduce thee out of it. Let it

be one of thy daily petitions. Lord, fave me
from all miftakes concerning the faith of the

Gofpel ; and let the word of God, by which

faith Cometh and groweth be thy daily ftudy.

This
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This is thy prefent bufinefs. Now fet out, truft:-

ing to what God hath fpoken, and relying on

what he hath promifed. On this principle pro-

ceed, as it is laid down by the apoftle. Col. ii. 6.

" As ye have therefore received Chrift Jefus the

" Lord, fo walk ye in him." He is expreflTing

his joy at his beholding their order, and the fted-

faflnefs of their faith in Chrift, and he would

teach them how to maintain their faith through-

out their chriflian courfc. How^ did you receive

Chrift at firft ? Was it not by believing ? Re-

ceiving Chrift and believing in him are in

John i. 11, fuppofed to mean the fame thing.

And in John xvii. 20, 21, our Lord fays, that they

who believe in him through the word are one with

him. Chrift then is received by faith, and by

the fame faith, by the belief of the fame word of

God, we walk in him, fo as to be rooted and

grounded and eftsbliflied in the faith. Our walk

is in him, not any thing diftin£t from him ; but

is the effecl of union with him. By him we
live, him we walk—rooted in him, we grow,

as a branch in the vine—built up in him, we are

fixed as a building on a fure foundation, and

thereby we become eftabliftied and ftrengthened

in the faith. Every ftep we take is by f;iith, by

the fame faith, wherewith Chrift was received.

He muft be received always, as he was received

once. There is no change of objeft, and there

niuft be no change of faith, but the fame con-

tinued
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tinned truft on his word, and the fame depend-

ence on his promifed ftrength. We never fet

out to walk with a reconciled God till we are

one withChrift by faith, and know our union with

him, and our walk is in confequence of this. If

we go on at all it is by communion with him.

VVe can receive only out of his fulnefs grace for

grace, to make us willing and able to go for-

ward. Our fellowfhip with him is in every part

and in every moment of our walk, and this is as

neceffary as pur fellowOiip with the air and ele-

ments of this world is to every thing that con-

cerns our natural walk. Our wifdom to guide

our fteps, our progrefs in the way, our courage

and ftrength, our warfare and victory, every

grace and every bleffing is received by faith, and

is the effeft of our communion with Jehovah

Jefus. We truft in his word, we rely on his

arm, we wait on his faithfulnefs, and fo go for-

ward : for he makes good what he had promifed

to give us in our walk, which confirms the peace

ofGod, eftablifhes our hearts in the love of God,

increafes our faith, and thereby makes our daily

walk more comfortable to us and more glorious

to him.

But if faith confift in believing and trufting

the word of God, it may be inquired, how ftiall

we know the difference between true and falfe,

between dead and living faith. It may be

jcnown from the caufe. The fruit of the Spirit

is
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is faith. He produces it. It is his gift, beftow-

cd by his operation, continued by his power,

increafed b)'.hi8 bleffing, and carried on to the

«nd, by his never leaving nor forfaking his own

work. And he makes it known to be his. J ic

gives eyes to fee it, and hearts to acknowledge

it. Therefore the apoftle fays of them who have

received the Spirit of God, that they know the

things which are freely given to them of God;

by faith they both know the reality, and alfo*

tafte the fweetnefs of thofe free gifts of free

grace.

It may be known from the effects. Dead faith

brings forth nothing. Living faith is fruitful.

It produces a hearty truft in the truth of what

God hath fpokcn, and a quiet reliance on the

faithfulnefs of what God hath promifed. It

gives him credit for the finiftacd falvation of his

Son, and puts honour upon his record concern-

ing it ; whereby peace is received into the con-

fcience, and love into the heart. Upon which

there follows a fettled dependence upon tliis re-

conciled God, and loving Father for the fulfill-

ing of every promife, and this is improved by

daily experience. He that trufteth in the Lord

is never confounded. G.od is faithful. His

promifes cannot fail. Bleficd is the man that

trufteth in him. The Lord God will be a fun

and fliield unto him : the Lord will give hiia

^ace aild glory.

As
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As for the hypocrites, it is not fo with them.

The hoiy (pirit was not the aaithor of tl'ielr faith.

It was a fancy of their own, formed in their

heads without any warrant from God. There

was no life in it, and no living efFe£ls from it.

There was the form, and nothing more. They

made a profeffion, but never came to any enjoy-

ment. They had no vital union, and therefore

they could not have any real commmiion with

Chrift. They could not, as the apoftle expreffes

it, walk IN him, and therefore in the hour of

temptation they fell away, and came to nothing.

Take heed then, O my foul, of miftakes. Ex-

amine carefully of what fort thy faith is. Bring

it to tl>e ftandard of fcripture; and fee what

went before believing—fee whether thou doft

now from thy heart believe what God hatli

fpoken—wait for the efFefls. Doft thou fo truft

his word, as to take him for thy God and thy

portion r Art thou walking with him ? And art

thou depending on him to bcftow the promifcd

graces and bleffings on thee in thy walk? If

this be thine experience ; thou art fet out well

;

go on. Remember where every thing relating

to thy walk is to be had. . The Father's love has

laid it all up in the Sou's fulnefs, and it is the

office of the holy Spirit to teach thee how to re-

ceive out of it grace for grace. He teaches by

his word. With this in tliy lumd, and his liglit

in thi^ie undcrftanding, read and fludv what he

hao.
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tas promifed thee for thy fafe, happ)-, arid hbly

walk. Take no ftep without the dire6lion of his

word, and expert at every ftep, that he will

make good to thee what he has promifed. Thoir

wilt very foon find the necefiity of this depen-

dence upon him : for ere thou haft well begun

thy walk, thou wilt be called upon to exercife

thy faith and put it to trial. Thou wilt meet

with many things in thee averfe to this holy

walk J and many more to diftrefs thee in it. The

body of fm, the old man, the flefli, with its

afFe£tions and lufts are ftill in thee. It is of their

nature to be lufting, and to be always putting

forth fomc of their filthy motions, in order to

draw thee to walk after the flelh, and not after

the Spirit. The tempter helps them all he can.

He knows how to improve them to his own in-

tereft : and if from what is paffing within theey

there be a fight and fenfe of fin, then if he can

get thee to look at it in his view, he will aft ,up-

on thy legal and felf-righteous tempers, and will

inje£l fuch vile infinuations as thefe againft the

Lord and againft his Chrift.—

How is it that I am yet the fubjecl of fin? It

is ftill in me. It cleaves to me, as the tlefti to

my bones, and it mixes fo with my duties, that

I cannot perform them without it. I fometimes

fear I am nothing but fin. When I attempt to

walk with God, ere I fct out, fomething, evil

arifes within me, and flops me. Some proud

unbelieving

4



WALK OF FAITH,

unbelieving thought, feme fenfual affeQion, fome

worldly difpofition, fome corruption or other is

ever at hand to hinder my courfe. What then

muft I think of myfelf ? I fcarce know what.

Things, I fee, do not grow better. I have been

long hoping for it ; but I find there ftill dvvelleth

no good thing in me : fo that I am almofi: ready

to quellion the truth of my grace, and it is with

great difficulty I can keep up any peace in my
confcience.

When the believer is attacked in this manner,

(and who is not at fome time or other) how is

he to defend himfelf ? Will his fkilfulnefs in the

word of righteoufncfs, and his faith in the word

of reconciliation keep him fafe in the hour of

temptation? Yes. By the grace of the holy Spi-

rit the leffons before learnt will be enforced, and

brought into ufe. This is the time to maintain

faith in the atonement, and in the righteoufncfs

<^f the God-man. Now it is to be tried in the

fire ; and it is put to the trial, that it may come

out of it, like gold, proved to be llcrling metal,

and refined from its drofs—better in every refpeft

for having gone through the fire. The trial of

faith is far more precious than that of gold which

perilheth. It is therefore put into the furnaccj

that the believer may know the truth of it, and

may experience the blcffings of it. Faith con-

flitting with unbelief is a good fight—fometimes

iliarp; but always profitable. The fleih may be

weak
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iveak and ready to yield, faith may be hard put

to it, but victory is certain. During the battle

the warrior is invincible in the whole armour of

God. He takes to him the fhield of faith, and

holds it up againft the fiery darts of fatan. He
draws out the fword of the Spirit, which is the

word of God, and with it he defeats fatan. He
confults or remembers a fcripture fuitable to his

prefent cafe, and this being fet home by the

holy Spirit puts an end to the engagement, and

reftores and fettles fweet peace in the confciencc.

How often has he applied the following pafTage,

which the Lord fpeaks concerning his true Ifrae-

lites, Jer. xxxii. 38, 39, 40, 41. " They shall
" be my people, and I will be their God, and

" I will give them one heart, and one way, that

" they may fear me for ever, for the good of

" them, and of their children after them, and I

" will make an everlalting covenant for them,

" tliat I will not turn away from them to do
" them good ; but I will put my fear into their

" hearts that they fliall not depart from me 5

" yea, I will rejoice over them to do them
•* good."

What ftrong confolation is there in this fcrip*

ture ? Every fentence has an argument in it,

tending to eftabliih peace with God, and to

maintain it in the midft of war. How quieting

and fatisfying to the troubled confcience in his

covenant purpofe ? " They shall be my peo-

" ple^
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pie, and I will be their God." They (hall,

becaufe I will. My will fliall make them will-

ing. And in the day of my power, when my

purpofe takes place, I will give them one heart,

turned to myfelf, and one way, to walk with me

by faith, as obedient children with their loving

Father. This I will do for them that they may

fear me for ever, that the fear of offending

me may rule always and by all means in their

hearts.

0 what promifes are thefe ! What can weak

faith require farther to filence Its doubts ? How
great is the goodnefs of God to his children,

who knowing their frame, and whereof they are

made, for the good of them, and of their chil-

dren after them, has laid fuch a foundation for

their faith, that they may build on it and not be

afraid, yea ftanding on it they may fight the good

fight of faith, aflured of viftory.

1 will make, fays their God, an everlafting

covenant for them, a covenant ordered in all

things and fure by the counfel and oath of the

blelTed Trinity, the two immutable things, in

which it is impoflible God fliould lie : the moun-

tains fliall depart and the hills fliall be removed,

but my kindnefs fliall not depart from them,

neither fliall the covenant of my peace be re-

moved, faith the Lord, that hath mercy on

them. My covenant was made for them, and

fliall be made good to them. As I live, faith

Vol. I. R the
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the Lord, I vvil] not turn away from them to do
them good. I will never change my purpofe,

nor alter the word that is gone out ofmy mouth.
i mean nothing but good to them. My heart is

Jixcd up(m it. And I will not leave the event

to them. Tlicy fljnll not have the management
of my purpofes, nor have any power to defeat

them. My will to do them good fliall not de-

pend on their will, or on their faithfulnefs, or

on any tljing in themfclvcs. I have taken all

their concerns into mine own hands, and I Avili

conduct them all to the praife of the ^lory of

mine own grace. I will put my fear into their

hearts, that they ftiall not depart from me

—

they SHALL not depart from me. They are not

the caufe of their not departing, but I am. I

have taken it upon myfelf. I will give them

grace to walk clofe with me, and to fear mc
always. I have covenanted for all, the means

as well as the end, and I will keep them by my
almighty power, till they receive the end of their

faith, even the falvation of their fouls. " Yea,

" I will rejoice over them to do them good."

This confirms all the reft. His purpofe of doing

ihem good, his executing it, his continuing it,

his incrcafing it through time and through eter-

nity, is a matter of rejoicing to the Lord God.

He delights in it. It always was, and always

will be the joy of his heart, his crown and gIor\'.

He* will not, he cannot be deprived of his jo\-.

- Confider
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Gonfider this, thou poor diftrefTed foul, wlio art

in heavinefs through manifold temptations, and

ready to faint through the weakncfs of thy faith.

Take courage. Thy falvation is fafe. Thy Father,

who is in heaven rejoices in it : he will fave : he

will rejoice over thee with joy, he will reft in his

love ; he will joy over thee with fmging. And

his joy too fhall be thine. As fure as God is in

Zion, thou flialt return and come to Zion with

fongs, and everlafting joy upon thy head, thou

fhalt obtain joy and gladnefs, and forrow and

fighing fliall flee away for ever.

O what a difcovery is here of the ever loving

heart of our heavenly Father ! What more could

he promife in order to put an end to all flrife in

the confciences of his afflifted children ! He has

engaged in a covenant of peace to do good,

nothing but good, to them. He has undeilaken

the whole of the covenant—what was to be done

in them, as well as for them—to work out, ty

apply, and to fecure their falvation. It is his un-

changeable purpofe, not to depart from them,

and not to fuffer them to depart from him, but he

will rejoice in doing them good, and that for ever.

This fcripture, when underftood and applied by

the holy Spirit is received as full evidence of the

unchangeable love of God to his children, and

then it quiets their troubled minds. They can

believe God to be their God ftill in an unchange-

able covenant, and they become fatisfied that he

R 2 has
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has made them, and will keep them his people

for ever. When they can thus mix faith with

the promife, it then becomes the means of their

refting on the faithful arm of God in the hour of

temptation^ and of their finding him ftill a God
of peace: whereby peace is eftablifhod in their

confciences, and multiplied in their hearts. They
learn to put more trufl: in him, as their perfectly

reconciled Father, and to approach him with

more holy filial confidence. The trial of their

faith, (harp as it was, yet has done them great

good. It has proved their peace and has con-

firmed it. They know now well that it is the

peace of God i and they have been taught how
to maintain it. War makes good foldiers. The
trials of their grace are for their improvement of

grace. Their peace has been therefore fhaken,

like a new planted tree, that it may take deeper

and fafter root. Being thus ftrengthened in the

faith, and having the peace of God ruling in

their hearts, they can meditate upon this fcrip-

ture, and turn it into a fubjeft of prayer and

praife-

O gracious God and Father, pardon my
thoughts of thy love to me in Jefus. I was

tempted, and ready to give way to unbelief : but

the gi-acious provifion made in thy word was the

means of keeping me in the hour of temptation.

O my God, make the word, in which thou haft

caufed me to put my truft, nlore precious to my
foul
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foul. Open ftill more to me the fulnefs of it, and

put me into happier poflTeflion of its promifed blef-

fings. I praife thee, I worlhip thee for reveal-

ing this promife by thy Spirit, and for applying

it by his grace with comfort to my heart. I now

fet to my feal, that it is true. It is a faithful fay-

ing and worthy of all acceptation. Glory be to

thee that I accept it, and enjoy the good pro-

mifed in it. O Father of mercies, what am I that

I fhould be made one of thy people, and fhould

have thee for my God. This love pafleth know-

ledge. O help me to underftand more, give me
to find more of thy covenant love. Make my
heart one with thee. Lead me in thy one way,

that I may fear thee for ever. And when temp-

tations come, fuch as I have been in, grant they

may bring me nearer to thee, and may be the

means of my making ufe of what thou haft pro-

vided for me in thy Son's fulnefs. O let thy good

Spirit abide with me to eftablifla my faith in

thine everlafting covenant, that I may believe

thou wilt never turn from me to do me good,

Merciful God grant me this grace in every hour

of need. Thou haft given me thy word for it, and

therein thou haft enabled me to put my truft. On
thy faithful promife I would depend, and on

nothing in myfelf. Thou haft ftiewed me fome-

thing of my heart, and I feel it is revolting and

fcady always to rebel again ft God ; but thou haft

undertaken
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undertaken to put thy fear into it, that it fliall

not depart from thee : therefore into thy faithful

hands I commit it. Keep me, my God, by thy

mighty power through faith unto fab. atlon. Ameiiy

Amen.

Happy trials! which have fo good an iffue, and

bring forth fuch peaceable fruits. My brethren,

account it all joy when ye fall into divers temp-

tations, if they lead to the exercife of grace, and

occafion fervent effe£lual prayer. The believer,

thus tried, learns by praiSlice the neceflity of

being at peace with God, and of maintaining it

in order to walk with God. He is put upon

ftudying the nature of this peace. He reads and

meditates upon the revealed account of it. He
fees it is a perfeft unchangeable peace, fecured

to him by the everlafting covenant of the bleffed

Trinity, who have engaged to fave him from all

his fins and miferies, and never to turn away

from doing him good. To this he trufts. He
commits himfelf to the care of this covenant

God ; and he finds the promife true. In temp-

tation he believes, and is delivered. In his war-

fare out of weaknefs he is made flrong. He fights

the good fight of faith, and he conquers all his

enemies. He learns from trials to truft with more

confidence. He not only maintains, but alfo im-

proves peace with God. He depends on what

God has promifed to them, who walk with him,

5 an^i
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and the promile is made good, and he learns to

go on more comfortably, and daily walks clofer

with his heavenly Father.

The enemy looks on him witli mnllce. lie

envies his ftate. He once knew tlie heav^-n of

communion with God, but he was lifted up with

pride, and fell. It ftirs up every infernal temper

in him to fee the happy belicN cr, who had fallen

like him, reftored to what he can never expedt.

llcnce either as a fly ferpent, or as a roaring

iion, he never ceafes to tempt. As foon as one

wile fails, he has another ready. He is night and

day plotting and fcheming, waiting for an oppor-

tunity to make a feafonable attack. While con-

fcience is at peace with God, and lives under the

protection of the blood of fprinkling, he tempts

in vain. But he does not defpair of fucccfs. He
know's he has an ally within us in fafi; league

with lin, and therefore he ftill hopes to draw hira

into fm byfurprize or affault. In which he is in-

tlefatigable. He is never tired. He is always

tempting the believer, not fo much to grofs of-

fences, as to fpiritual wickednefs. Sly injeftions,

legal infinuations, and felf-rightcous thoughts, arc

his moft common temptations. With thefe he

tries to fl^ake the peace of confcience, and he

forms his attack generally in this manner.

How can you be a child of God, and yet be, as

you are? There is nothing in }ou, for which God
tliould look upon you, and love you. What have

you?



£64 WALK OF FAITH.

you? What ceafing from evil, what learning to do

well, to recommend you to him ? How can God
love anything,un]efsitbe agreeable tohiswill,and

what can he delight in unlefs it be conformable to

his image? But do you live up to his will,and is his

image perfectly renewed in you ? Have you grace,

and do you live up to it ? Are you a cbriftian,

and are you like Chrift ? How are your duties ?

Juft as they fhould be ? You know they are not,

and how can God be pleafed with them, when

you are not pleafed with them yourfelf ? How is

your walk ? Is it fuch as becometh your high

calling—clofe with God, and at a vaft diftance

from fm, and the world ? How is your warfare ?

Is the whole armor of God kept buckled on?

And are you always in the ftrength of the Lord a

conqueror ? Examine, and try yourfelf. Bring

forth that one good thing, for which God fliould

love you, and beftow his blelTing upon you. You
have no fuch thing. You have nothing to merit,

yea, nothing to recommend you to the divine

favour : and therefore is it not great prefump-

tion to fancy, that God will love fuch a one as

you, whofe juft defert is wrath and everlafting

deftru£tion ?

Thefe are fome of the depths of fatan. He
knows, how ftrongly we are by nature attached

to the covenant of works, and that if he can get

the believer to look off from Jefus, expe£ling to

fee fomething in himfelf, for which God fhould

love
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love him, he fliall then weaken his faith and £hake

his. peace. In this fnare he has catched many a

child of God. The temptation is fuitable to the

workings of our legal minds : it flatters our felf-

righteous hopes : and is vaftly pleafing to the

pride of our carnal hearts. No wonder then, fo

long as there is fielli in us as well as fpirit, this

artful fuggeition Ihould be fometimes received in

this manner—Have I any thing for which God
fliould efteem me and blefs me ? I willi I could

difcover fome amiable temper, or fome praife-

worthy deed, which might recommend me to the

particular regard of God. Indeed at prefent I

have not any fuch. But I hope to attain it fome-

time or other. If I do but ufe more diligence,

and watchfulnefs, and wait more conftantly in the

means of grace, perhaps I may attain it foon.

However there can be no harm in trying. I will

exert myfelf And I hope the day will come,

when I (hall be fome way deferving of the divine

favor.

Here the temptation has taken place. As the

ferpent beguiled Eve through his fubtilty, fo

is this man's mind corrupted from the funplicity

that is in Chrift. The fubtile ferpent has attacked

the liberty of the child of God, and has darkened

his undeiftanding, and obfcured his \ iew of gof-

pel grace. His eye is not now fuigle : His heart

is not now fimple, in the finiflied falvation. lie

has been deceived into a legal dependence, and

is



266 WALK OF FAITH.

is giving way to a fpirit of bondage. If he was

left to himfelf, the enemy would lead him cap-

tive at his will. Satan defircs to have him, that

he may fift him as wheat, but Itc is not fuiTered

to blow any thing away, except a little chaff

:

for the holy Spirit, in whofe keeping he is, dif-

covers and defeats the attempts of fatan. He
brings to his mind, and enables him to make ufe

of what he before knew of the doctrine of grace.

The prefent trial requires the practice, and af-

fords occafion for the improvement of his former

leflbns. He had learnt from fcripture, truths

very different from the fuggeftions, to which he

was ready to yield. He was therein taught, that

the Father's love to his children does not fup-

pofe merit in them. Grace does not follow

works : for then grace would be no more grace.

Election is not of him that willeth, or of him that

runneth, but of God who fliewcth mercy. For

we are faved freely by grace through faith, and

that not of ourfelves ; it is the gift of God. The

cle£lion of grace is trom mere love and fovcreign

favor, and has no motives to influence it but the

good pleafure of the divine will. The objects of

it are not the worthy, but the unworthy—not in-

nocent, but fallen man—fmners, as fuch, no way

conditioned or qualified—the loft, the helplefs,

the ungodly—yea the chief of fmners—open ene-

mies and rebels againft God. They are not faved

by works of righteoufnefs, which they have done,

or
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or can do, Icaft any of them fliould boafl : For

boafting is abfolutely excluded. Salvation was

fo contrived, was fo wrought out, and is fo ap-

plied, that he who glorieth fhall have nothing

3cft him to glory in, but the Lord. No flefli can

glory in his prefence : for of him, and through

him, and to him are all things, to whom be glory

for ever. Amen.

So foon as the fpirit of God opens this view of

the exceeding riches of divine grace, the believer

fees his miftake. He finds that he was departing

from the fimplicity of the gofpel, by fuppofing

that the love of God followed merit, and that he

fhould be loved more according as his walk re-

commended him. His eyes are opened. The
jdelufion vaniihcs. The perfect freenefs, and the

abfolute fovereignty of the Father's love as re-

vealed in fcripture, is manifefted to him. He
reads, and mixes faith with what he reads, and

fo recovers himfelf out of the fnare of the devil.

Some fuch paflage as this is made the means of

iiis deliv'crance, Pf. ciii. 17. " The mercy of the

" Lord is from everlafting to everlafling upon

" them that fear him." Precious words ! full of

rich confolation to thofc, who have been tempted

to feek fome qualifications in themfelvcs, on ac-

count of which they might be entitled to the

love of God, and who have been diftrelfed upon

their not finding it. The holy Spirit teaches

fuch perfons to look out of themfelvcs, to an ob-

jea
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je£l exzQily fuitable to their cafe. He dire£ls

them to the divine mercy—a never failing fpring

of comfort—to that mercy, which reacheth from

eternity to eternity—and which confers its richeft

favors, not for the worthinefs of the receiver, but

to the praife of the grace of the giver. Here he

would have them fix their eyes, and expect re?

lief to their hearts. Out of the fulnefs of mercy

they may always receive grace for grace ; for the

mercy of the Lord is from everlafting to everlaft-

ing upon them that fear him. Every word is

weighty. Meditate upon it, O my foul, and

may the confideration of each lead thee to ex-

alt that mercy of God, which is over all hi^

works.

Jehovah is the word here rendered Lord. It

is the incommunicable name, expreflive of the

incommunicable nature of the Godhead. It lig-

nifies the peculiar manner of the divine exift-

enqe, which is in, and of itfelf, underived, and

independent. O how happy is it for thee, that

there is mercy in the felf-exiftent Godhead, and

that every perfection in it will be for ever exalt-

ed, even juftice itfelf, for the exercife of mercy.

May the holy Spirit teach thee more of its na-

ture, and make thee daily more acquainted in

thine experience with its free grace and free

gifts.

Mercy is that perfeftion in Jehovah, which

difpofes him to fave raiferable linners : not a

blind
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blind mercy, fuch as infidels dream of—but con-

fiftent with the honor of his law, and exercifed

to the glory of its holy precepts and' of its juft

fanftions : therefore mercy and truth are fo often

mentioned together in fcripture. God will not

fhew any mercy to finners, but fuch as tends

to eftablifh his truth. Not one of his words can

be broken, nor can one tittle of them ever fail.

He will be juflified in all his fayings, and clear

when he is judged. He will be true and juft,

whenever he is merciful : his mercies being all

covenant-mercies, and all given in, and through

Chrift Jefus. All men are by nature children of

wrath, and only they, who are chofen and called

in Chrift Jefus, are faved from wrath. Thefe

are veflTels of mercy. His mercy is to them the

love of a tender parent to his miferable children.

He pities them, and determines to fave them

from their fins, in due time he quickens them,

gives them eyes to fee, and hearts to believe his

love to them in Jefus, as the apoftle witneffes--

" God who is rich in mercy, for his great love

" wherewith he loved us, even when we were

" dead in fins, hath quickened us together with

« Chrift."

But for what reafon, and upon what account,

is he merciful to them ? His mercy has no mo-

tive, but his own will. The objects of his mercy

are corrupt fallen creatures, deferving his wrath,

even as others j and therefore he does not deal

with them upon the footing of defert. If he

fliewed
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theirs, becaufe he knew ihey -would repent and

believe the gofpel, and walk worthy of it, mercy

would then be turned into juftice, and would

lofe both its name and its nature. Whereas

he faith unto Mofes, I will have mercy on

whom I will have mercy, and I will have com-

pafTion on whom I will have compaffion. It is

from mine own freedom and fovereignty, that I

have mercy on any finners. The caufe is

in myfelf, and not in them. I have com-

paffion, on whom I will. It is from mine own
mere love, that I have determined to be

gracious to them ; and my love has determined

to fave them, and the way alfo in which I will

fave them. I have appointed the end, and the

means at the fame time. Of mine own motion

and good will I have refolved to give my Son for

them, and my fpirit to them, that they may re-

pent and believe the gofpel, and walk worthy of

it, and fo I may bring them through my tender

mercies to eternal falvation. If this was not the

cafe, how could the defcription be true, that

mercy is from everlasting to everlast-

ing. The mercy of God knows no variablenefs,

nor fliadow of turning. It is always the fame.

His fatherly heart ever entertained thoughts of

mercy towards them : for when he fliews them

mercy, it is faid to be according to the eternal

purpofe, which he had purpofed in Chrift Jefus

—not for their merits, but for his mercies fake,

not
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not for what they have any claim to, but for his

own name's fake. He gives all from mercy,

and he would have all the glory returned to the

mercy of the giver. What he gives, that he

continues, and according to covenant engage-

menls. Covenant mercies are furc mercies.

" I will make an everlafling covenant for you,

" fays he, even the fure mercies of the beloved."

They have already been made fure to him. He
is now in full pofleffion of every promifcd mercy.

And he has received them, not as a private pcr-

fon, but as the head of the body, the church.

He keeps them for the ufe of his church-mem-

bers. And as fure as the crown is upon his head,

fo furely will it be upon every one of their heads :

for they are in the fame covenant with him,whofe

fure mercies reach from eternity to eternity. O
what a view is here open to the eye of faith

!

Mercy always purpofmg, and in due time be-

llowing its free bleffings upon finners—mercy,

without beginning, and without ending. Tht:

holy Spirit often calls upon us to behold it in this

light : for he has not celebrated any of its divine

properties, fo much as this. It is frequently the

noble fubjccl of thankfgiving in the Pfalmift's

hymns. He has dedicated the 136th entirely to

the praife of mercy, and going through the

works of nature, providence, and grace, he

afcribes them one by one to that mercy, which

fndurcth for ever. O happy, thrice happy ob-

jects
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jecls of it ! What was in the heart of the Fathe?-

ofmercics'towards you from everhifting, will be fd

to everlafling. His fure mercies are yours. His

compaffions towards.you fail not. Whatever you
want for your fuccefsful walk he has promifed to

give you. Be not difcouraged then. He will fup-

ply all your wants, not for your fakes, but for his

mercies fake. Are you fenfible of your unworthi-

nefs? That's well. Mercyis for fuch. It can have

ro glory, but from fuch, as you. Truft it, and

be affured you will find, that it endureth for ever

and ever.

If a doubt fliould arife in your mind—it is true,

mercy in God, cannot fail, but the exercife of it

towards me may fail : I may fo walk as to deprive

myfelf of all claim and title to it. The Pfalmift

has given a dire£l anfwer to this ill grounded

fufpicion. He fays, the mercy of the Lord is

from everlafting to everlafting.

Upon them that fear him. This is their

Charafter : they fear their God. Once there

was no fear of God before their eyes ; but now
they know him to be their Father. The Spirit of

adoption has giventhem joy and peace in believing

it. Hence a holy filial fear rules in their hearts,

and influences their walk. While it operates

thus ; and as obedient children, they fear to offend

their loving Father, and defire to pleafe hiin in all

things, what ground have they to fufped that

his mercy towards them fliould fail r

I But
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But may they not ceafe to fear him, and then

he wiJl ceafe tb be merciful to them? No,

bleffed be God. He has made ample provifion

in this cafe. " I will put my fear, fays he, in-

" to their hearts, and they shall not depart

" from me." This fear is one of the fruits of

the Spirit, which he produces in all the chil-

dren of God. And they have it from him as a

covenant bleffing, which is full fecurity for its

continuance. It is one of the graces provided

for them in Jefus by the Father's immutable love.

*' I will give them, fays he, one heart and one

" way ; that they may fear me Por ever !"

The holy Spirit is the guardian of this never fail-

ing fear. It is his office to put it, and then to

keep it in their hearts. He has the whole

charge of it, and therefore he has promifed to

abide with them for ever, that they may fear the

Lord all the days of theif lives.

How exafelly fuited is this fcripture to the cafe

of the tempted chriftian ! What a full provifion

is there made in it for his fafety and peace ! God
has mercy for him and plenteous redemption-

mercy reaching from everlalling to everlafting

—always kind to the miferable. Mercy and

mifery are related as fin and falvation. There i>

not any thing, which a finner can want, but

mercy has a fupply for him—a promiL'd, a co-

venant, a never failing fupply. It is a Father's

mercy, which will never leave his children, and

Vol, I, S the
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the fame mercy will not fufFer them to leave him.

His mind is fixed upon (hewing them mercy for

ever and ever; and therefore he gives them his

Spirit to abide with them, and to dwell in them.

He abides with them, and they live : he dwells

in them, and they walk in the fear of God.

And by the fupply of the Spirit they go on, till

they finifh their coiirfe with joy.

By meditating upon this fcripture the believer

Is fet at liberty- Though his faith ftaggered a

Tittle, yet the trial of it has done him good. He
has learned an ufeful leffbn, and gained much-

experience by it. His reflexions upon what

has pafTed in his mind are fuch as thefe

—

O how foolifn was I to forget the atonement

and righteoufnefs of my deareft Immanuel, in

whom alone I have pardon Jind acceptance !

How bafe was I, and ungrateful ! I was tempted

to expeft that in myfelf, which I can have only

in him. Vile legal creature that I am, I abhor

myfelf for behaving fo ill to my beft friend.

What good can I have, but what I firff receive

from him ? I agree with the apoftle, that in me,

that is in my flefli dwelleth no good thing. I am
a very fmk of fin, and of all uncleannefs. I dc-

ferve mercy no more than the devil does. And
yet I was looking out for fome good quality in

myfelf, on account of which God might be mer-

ciful to me. Whereas I am now fatisfied he has

no mercy, but in Jefus. All his mercies are

' 5 covenant



WALK OF FAITH. 275

covenant mercies ; given from mere grace, and

given to miferable finners—not to make them felf-

ndmirersj but to humble them—not to lead them

to think that they can bring God in debt to them

for his own gifts, or for the right ufc of them,

which is a freOi gift—but he gives all to the praife

of the glory of his grace. He delighteth in mer-

cy ; and my cafe required mercy. It was fuch

as his mercy could get all the honor of relieving.

Therefore I ought in the hour of temptation to

have trailed in his mercy, to have hoped in his

mercy in time of trouble, and to have loved him

for his mercy in time of mifery. Here fliould

my faith have dire£ted its eye, and not to any

good which I have done, or can do. I fliould

have remembered, how it was with the elettion

of grace, and with the veflels of mercy. God
has one way of dealing with them all. Not by

works of righteoufnefs which they have done,

but according to his mercy he faveth them, freely,

fully, eternally. All is from his own good willj

from firft to laft. Every motive, which inclines

him to do good to any finncr, is not excited by

what the finner does or is, but arifes from him-

felf. And when he beftows any good, it never

is deferved, but is entirely an aft of fovereign

grace, flowing from the Father's love, out of the

Son's fulnefs, by the influence of the holy Spirit

;

and is given and continued to magnify and exalt

the mercy of the eternal Three. O how did I

S 2 diflionour



WALK br FAITH.

diflionour the divine perfcftions by giving way t5

legal hopes, and by frppoftng that the divine

will would be governed by my more or" Icfs de-

fervings ? Where ftiould I be, if I had my de-

fervings ? God forgive me,- I fee mine error.

I am humbled for it, and I repent wi-th fhame

and forrOw. I hope my paft mifconducl will

prove a blefling to me : For it has certainly

taught me to trufl; lefs to myfelf, and more to

the word of God ; to depend lefs upon my own
doings, and more upon free grace promifes. To
the word which canrwt be broken, I would truft

in time of need. Whoever trufts in it fhall never

be confounded. This I know to be true by hap-

py experience. I will therefore read, and hear,

and ftudy it night and day. By means of it the

Lord wrought a great deliverance for me. My
feet were almoft gone, my treadings had well

nigh flipt J but he fent out his word and faved

me. I read and believed, that the Father was

not reconciled to me for the goodnefs of my
walk, but that reconciliatien was planned in the

great covenant before all \\ orlds, and was car-

ried into execution by the life and death of Im-

nianuel ; it was his peculiar, his glorious, his

incommunicable work ; it was his fole preroga-

tive to make peace by the blood of his crofs. O
that I may be enabled to maintain it the next

time my faith is tried, and to put honor and glory

upon the divine record concerning it. I read

and
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and believed, that the Father does not love me

upon account of my walk, but for his mercies

fake. His mercy was towards me from ever-

lafting. He loved me in his Son—chofe me—ac-

cepted me in the beloved—andall hie dealingswith

me, fince he called me by his grace, have come

from the tender mercies of a covenant God and

Father. I would not henceforth have one doubt

of his being reconciled to me, and of his loving

me perfeftly in Jefus. My faith herein has been

confirmed by my late trials. I have learned by

experience to rely upon what God has fpoken,

for prefcrving his peace in my confcience and his

love in my heart. Depending on his faithful word,

and mighty arm, I would walk with him this

day for the ftrengthening and increafingof thofe

graces. This is the defire and prayer ofmy foul.

O Father of mercies, hear me for Jefu's fake.

I acknowledge my (infulnefs and unworthinefs,

even in my clofeft walk with thee. I am lefs

than the leaft of thy mercies : yea, deferving

the heavieft of thy vengeance. It is of the Lord's

mercy, that it has not fallen upon me long ago,

and I truft in his word, that it will never fall

upon me. Who is a God like nnto thee, that

pardoneth iniquity, and pafleth by the tranfgref-

llon of the remnant of thine heritage? Thou re-

taincft not thine anger, againft them for ever

:

becaufe thou delighted in mercy. Glory be to

thee for thine unfpeakable mercies : for thou

haft
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haft given rre faith in the atonement of Jefus,

by whom 1 have peace with thee my reconciled

God, and by whom I have experienced thy

great love to me. On thee, O my God, is ftill

my hope. I look up to thee the giver of thofc

graces for ftrength to maintain them in my daily

walk. I do believe in the facrifice and rightc-

oufnefs of Immanuel, Lord help mine unbelief.

I find it hard to preferve in my praftice, what I

believe to be true in doctrine : And therefore

on thy prcfent help I muft continually depend.

Lord ftrengthen me mightily by thy Spirit in the

inner man againft temptations. I am daily' and

hourly called uponi to excrcifc n)y faith, and

when thy grace does not hold me up, I fall.

The fiery darts of fatan eafily inflame me, when
they are thrown at my legal hopes, falfe depen-

dencies, or fclf righteous tempers. My fliield,

VA hich Oiould quench them, is ready to drop out

of mine hand. I Oiould fall a prey to the enemy,

and the fire would confunie nie, if tliy mercy

was not over me for good. O my God and Fa-

ther, ftrengthen my faith againft the wiles and

afliiults of fatan, and againft the workings of

mine own unbelief. When thefe trials come,

keep me fenfible of my weaknefs, and dependent

on thy promifed ftrength, that I may meet tliem

flrong in the Lord and in the power of thy

might. O let every trial teach me ^re of thy

peace in my confcicnce, and more of thy love in

my
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niv heart, that I may keep on in a ftcady courfej

walking humbly with my God. This is the

work of thy good Spirit. I cannot prefervc,

nor improve his graces, imlefs he be every mo-

ment prefcnt with me. He is the giver, the

continuer, the increafer of them all O God the

holy Ghoft, I therefore befeech thee to water

thy graces every moment. Left any hurt them,

keep them night and day. Never leave me, nor

forfake me, but what thou hall gracioufly be-

gun, that mightily carry on, in my foul. Temp-

tations are ftrong, and I am wcak^ ftand by me
in the hour of need. And

.
if ray faith be tried

with fiery temptations, let it come out of them,

like gold out of the fire. O thou almighty Spirit,

confirm by trials, improve by experience, my
truft in thy pi'omifed help. Let me go on from

faith to faith. Keep up the confidence of my
rejoicijig in ray re-conciled God and loving Fa-

ther, that I may walk humbly with him in fweet

communion, and holy fellowlhip in the way evcr-

lafting. Grant me thefe mercies, gracious Fa-

ther, for thy dear Son's fake, by the influence

of the eternal Spirit, three perfons in one Jeho-

vah, to whom be equal praife for ever 3nd ever.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

The believer orders his Jleps according to the word,

walking vjith a free heart in the king's high-xvay

of obedience.

Meditate, Q my foul, upon the wonders,

which divine love hath wrought for thee qnd for

thy falvation. Review the many, many mercies

of thy paft life ; and confider, that thou art called

upon to walk this day with thy God. What
a privilege is this ! He is thy God, and thou art

his adopted Son. O what an high honor has

he conferred upon thee ! He has taken thee

into the moil noble family, yea, into the divine

houfhold of faith. He has permitted thee to

walk with him as thy Father. He has appointed

the way, promifed to be witli thee in it, and

every mioment and at every ftep to be doing thee

good. There can be no happincfs fuperior to

this on earth. Prize it: For it is ineftimable.

Enjoy it : For it is heaven begun. Walking

with God by faith is prefent enjoyment of him,

and will infallibly bring thee to the end of thy

journey, to full and everlafting enjoyment.

Hold faft then the conndence of thy rejoicing.

"What thou haft been taught by the holy Spirit,

depend upon him for confirming and cftablilhing.

He
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He has enabled thee to fee the glory of the finifli-

ed falvation of Jefus, and to believe the divine

record concerning it. Thou haft renounced every

thing for the pardon of thy fins, but the blood-

fliedding of the Lamb, and every thin'g for ac-

ceptance, but the Lord our righteoufnefs. Thy
faith herein has been tried, and the trial ended

well. Thy temptations were manifold and vio-

lent, but they have done thee good. They have

(hewed thee the neceffity of depending upon the

perfect work of the God-man-^-of rejoicing

wholly in Chrift Jefus, and of having no confi-

dence in the fieOi. They have alfo been the

means of convincing thee, that thou ftandeft by

faith. Be not high-minded then, but fear. And
let thy fear of thyfelf lead thee to truft more

in God. Rely on his faithful arm to maintain

and to carry on his own work in thy foul. Re-,

member, he has promifed it. Thy fufficiency is

of God, and he has engaged to give thee grace

fufficient for thee. He has undertaken, as a

Father, to fupply all thy wants, to deliver thee

from all miferies, and to with-hold from thee no

manner of thing that is good. Thy falvation is

fafe. It refts upon a fure foundation, as fare as

the covenant of the day and the covenant of the

night. Thefe fucceed each other by the will of

their creator, and have not been out of courfe

not one fingle moment, The ordinances of day

and night are regular and certain. So certain is

thy
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thy falvation by the ikme wnerring wiH-. WTiile

the belief of this rules in thy confcience, and in

thy heart thou wilt be able to refift temptations.

None of them will ove^rcome" thee, unlcfs they

feparate between thee and thy God- Nay they

will work for thy good, if guilty fears do not

wreft the ftield of faith out of thine hand. O
beg of God to keep thee and thy faitli in the

hour of trial, that thou mayeft experience his

faithfulnefs to his word. If thou put honor upon

it, according to thy faith fo fhall it be done imto

thee. Give it credit, and thy fteps will be or-

dered aright. Thou wilt walk in love this dav,

as God hath loved thee. He will be thy por-

tion, and tl>e way in which he is to be enjoyed

will be thy delight.

Set out then in this faith, with peace in thy

confcience, and love in thy heart—trufting to

thy God and Father. Look up to him for

ftrength to maintain and to increafe thefe graces.

And hope to receive it from his faithfulnefs.

Now he has put a new fong in thy mouth, even

praife unto thy God, go on thy way believing

and rejoicing. Jcfiis-is thine with all his fulnefs.

And he has promifed thee a conltant fupply of

the Spirit, that thou mayeft have grace for

grace to enable thee tx) walk humbly with tliy

God.

Mind then, thy walk is to be ordered accord-

ing to his revealed: willy and in liis appointed

way
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vay of obedience to it ; For all rational crea-

tures are bound to obey God. As foon as he

makes known his will to them, it becomes their

indifpenfible duty. His will is one, like himfelf,

unchangeably the fame, yefterday, to-day, and

for ever : For when revealed by the fovereign

creator it becomes to mankind a law, which al-

tcrcth not. It binds angels and men every mo-

ment, in every point and circumftance. And
its obligation will never ceafe. For all his com-

mandments are fure, they ftand faft for ever and

ever. What he has commanded is as fixt as

the fun before him. It (hall be eftablilhed for

ever as the moon, and as a faithful witnefs in

heaven.

It pleafcd the fovereign creator to enforce this

holy, jull and good law by proper fanQions.

Out of his mere grace he has promifed life to

obedience, which man engaged to perform

:

And he threatened death to difobedience, to

which penalty man fubmitted. Thereby this

law became a covenant of works. The promife

was to him, who fhould continue obedient in all

things : for Mofes defcribeth the righteoufnefs

which is of the law, that the man who fulfilleth

thofe things fliall live by them. But if he does

not fulfil them perfeftly, without one failing, he

then comes under the penalty, which God had

threatened to difobedience—" Curfcd is he who

continueth not in all things, that are written

in
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in the book of the law to do them This curfe

draws after it all the pains and penalties of the

broken law in earth and in hell.

Under this law of works Adam was placed,

and under it all his defcendcnts are born. He
and they are bound to keep the law jn theif

own perfons, if they would receive the promifc,

or liable to fuffer the penalty, if they tranfgrefs.

Adam broke the law of works, and we all in

him ; For in him all have finned. We were all

in his loins, when he fell, and forfeited in his

attainder. By the offence of that one, judgment

came upon all men to condemnation. The

righteous judge palTed the fentence, and decreed,

that by the law of works no flefli living fhould

be faved : For he lias proved in his word both

Jews and Gentiles to be under the law, and

under fin, which is the tranfgreflion of it.

Whereby every mouth is flopped, and all the

world is become guilty before God : Therefore

by the deeds of the law, there lhall no flelh be

juftificd in his fight.

In the law of works there was no provifion

made for a furety ; but it did not abfokitely ex-?

elude, one : Therefore it left room for the cove-r

nant of grace, in which a provifion was made in

the perfon of Jefus Chrift for fecuring the divine

honor of this holy law. He undertook to ftand

up in man's place and ftead to magnify the prcr

fepts of the law in his life, and to glorify the

penaltiei
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penalties of the law in his death, that not one

jot or tittle of it might fail till all was fulfilled.

And as he was God over all, bleffed for ever,

his life and death put cverlafting honor upon the

divine law. His obedience was of ineftimabla

value, and his fufFerings were infinitely fufficient

to take away fin. Chrift is now the end of the

law for righteoufnefs. He anfwered the end of

the law for his people by obeying and fuffering

for them : And every one of them can now plead

by faith a perfccl fulfilling of all the precepts,

a perfect fuffering of all the penalties in the per-

fon of their divine furety. God the Father is

faithful and juft to his word and engagements

with his Son : He has made known his will in

the immutable record of his grace, " that who-
" foever believeth in Jefus lliould not perifl],

" but fhould have everlafling life." How can

he perlfli ? Jefus died for him. He fliall live

with God in evcrlafting life : Becaufe Jefus lived

for him. And this is the declared will of the

Father concerning all that believe in his only be-

gotten Son.

Remember then, O my foul, that tliou art not

under the law, but under grace. Thou art faved

from the law, under the form of a covenant of

works. Thou art not bound to keep its pre-

cepts, in order to have life for thy obedience,

nor yet to fufFer its penalties for thy difobediencc.

Thy furety undertook to a£t and fufFcr for thee.

He
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He was to anfwer the law in its commands and

demands to every jot and tittle. And he did.

Whatever it required, whatever it threatened

was perfeftly fulfilled in the perfon of thy God
and Saviour : And he has abfolutely difcharged

thee from it, as a law of works. Thou art to

have nothing to do with it in that view ; nay,

he has forbidden thee to keep it in hopes that

thou mayeft live thereby. The irreverfible de-

cree entered in the records of heaven has en-

acted

—

By the works of the law shall no

FLESH BE JUSTIFIED. Tliou art now to look

vpon the law in the matter of juftifying and giv-

ing life ; as a woman looks upon her dead huf-

band. She is freed from the marriage contract

with him, and may now give her heart and hand

to another : So art thou freed from the bond of

the legal covenant. Thou art become dead to

the law by the body of Chrift, who has efpoufed

and betrothed thee to himfelf, that ferving him

in newnefs of fpirit and not in the oldnefs of

the letter, thou mayeft bring forth fruit unto

God. This is thy high privilege. Thy firft

hufband is dead : happy for thee, thou art law-

fliUy married to another—Thy hufband is thy

maker, Jehovah of hofts is his name. The word

made fiefli has paid all thy debts, fuffered thy

pujiifliment, wrought out a perfeft rightcoufnefs,

gnd won a crowij of perfe£t glory, fox. thee. O
Yfhat a diviae honor has he put upon, thee ! Thou

t.l art
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art now one with Immanuel in a bond of ever-

lading love. He has given himfelf to thee, with

all he has and all he is ; and' it is thy happinefs

now, not to be tliine own, but the Lord's—not to

follow thine own wrll, but liis. The law of thy

Lord is liberty. As taught by his fpirit, and

performed by faith it is perfect freedom. Whilft

thou w^lkeft with him in obedinece to it, and

Icanell: on thy beloved every ftep, thou wilt find

deliverance from all fpiritual tyranny and bond-

age, and wilt enjoy the light of his countenance,

and the Jove of his heart. When the Son has

thus made thee free, thou art free indeed—free,

now tliy -heart is Fet at liberty to run with Jefus

in the way of his commandments.

In this view, O my foul, thou canft look with

delight at the moft holy law. Attend to it clofely,

end ftudy it carefuHy. In order to obey, as a

chriftian, thefe following confiderations fliould be

v.-ell underftood and digefJed : becaufe under the

influence of them every ftep of thy walk is to be

ordered. O pray then for the fpirit of wifdonj

to teach thee praftically :

Firft, that thy walk with God in the way <^
ebcdience is not to fulifil the law, as a Covenant

of works. Thou art not required to do this.

Thou eanft not do it. Immanuel, thy divine

furety, took it upon himfelf. Becaufe it was im-

pofliWe for thee, a fallen creature, to keep the

law.
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law, fo as to be juftified by it, he therefore came

in perfon to fulfil it. He honoured its precepts

by his infinite obedience. He magnified its pe-

nalties by his inetlimable facrifice. And this is

thy juftifying righteoufnefs. Through faith' in

the life and death of the God-man, thou art not

only freed from guilt and condemnation, from

cmfe and hell, but art alfo intitlcd to life and

glory. The law is now on thy fide, and is be-

come; thy friend. It acquits thee. It juftifies

thee, it will give thee the reward promifed to

obedience. The law in the hand of thy Saviour

has nothing but bleffings to beftow upon thee*

Thou art to receive it at his mouth and to obey

him : But not from any legal l opes of heaven, or

from any .flavifli fears of hell : for then thou

wouldft couie under the covenant of works again.

Whereas thou art not under the law, but under

grace : Miiid thy privilege, and pray for grace to

live up to it. Thou art not under the law, bound

to keep it perfeftly in thine own perfon, or in

cafe of failing condemned by it, and under its

Fearful curfe : but thou art under grace, a ftate

of grace, through faith in the obedience and fuf-

ferings of thy blcflTed furety, and under the power

of grace, fweetly inclining thee to love, and

mightily enabling tliee to keep the law of the

Lord thy God. Live thus by grace, and fin fliall

not have dominion over thee. Under the reign

of

4
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of grace, the tyrant fin is always dethroned.

Obey under grace, as freely and fully faved by

faith in Jefus, and this will make thy walk eafy

and evangelical : Thou wilt go on with a free

fpirit, and wilt delight thyfelf in the ways of

God, walking with him

2. By faith, and not by fight. This is the

great fpring of all gofpel obedience. Faith has

an univerfal efficacy : for thus it is written

—

" Without faith it is impoffible to pleafe God."

He is not pleafed with the thing done, but with

the principle on which it is done. He looks at

the heart. Hearing the word, or faying prayers,

or giving alms, or doing any thing commanded,

are not pleafing in themfelves ; but they muft be

performed upon a right motive, and to a right

end. And both thefe come from faith. The
apoftle mentions the motive, which had in-

fluenced every ftep of his chriftian courfe, " We
" walk by faith, and not by fight"—we judge of

our ftate by what God fays of it, and we order

our walk accordingly. We give credit to his

witnefsof our being pardoned and juftified freely

by grace through faith, and we depend for the

truth of this not on what we fee, but on what

we believe. We truft not on our good frames,

or warm feelings, or fenfible comforts, or to any

of the genuine fruits and effe£ls of faith, but we
truft: what God fays fimply, as his record : and

therefore we walk in a conft;ant dependence on

Vol. I. T the
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the truth of God in his word, and upon the faith-*

fulnefs of God to his word. Some promifed

grace we ftand in need of every ftep ; and we
rely upon his word, which cannot be broken, and

upon his faithfulnefs, which cannot fail. Thus

we go on, and we find the promife made good,

according to our faith.

Such was the apoftle's walk. And is thine di-

refted by the fame motive ? Search, O my foul,

and examine upon what principle thou goeft to

duty. Is it in the obedience of faith ? Doft thou

take no ftep without the warrant of the word of

God ? Doft thou give full credit to what God
fays in it of thy ftate, as a juftified perfon ? And
does this appear from thy dependence upon his

faithfulnefs to make good every thing promifed

to them, who are in that ftate ? Bleffed art thou

of the Lord, if thou art walking by this faith. O
praife his holy namei who has thus highly fa-

vored thee, and afcribe to him all the glory. So

will thy end be right, as well as thy motive. True

faith takes no honor to itfelf. It is an emptying

humbling grace. Its fpring-head is in covenant

love, and it is given from diftinguiftiing favor and

fovereign mercy. It has no foundation, when
given, but the word of God : nothing to reft on,

but the divine truth : no fupport, but the divine

power : and no growth, but from the divine in-

fluence. What then does it leave a man to glory

in ? Whoever has it, has it all from God, and

while
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while he is in his right mind, living h

he difpofed to give God all the /

Even for common mercies, as well as

will live by the faith of the Son of|

ther he eats or drinks, or whatever he gIol^,

does all in the name of the Lord Jefus, giving

thanks to God, and the Father by him. And
thus he will go on fweetly and happily, obey-

ing, not from flavifli fears or legal hopesj

but

3. From holy love, which is the fruit and con-

fequence of walking by faith. Faith worketh

love, and then worketh by love. The faith of

the gofpel, as a grace of the Spirit, worketh

chiefly by love to God, and to man for God's

fake : for the gofpel difcovers the way of falva-

tion, contrived by the eternal Three, fulfilled in

the life and death of Immanuel, and applied to

the finner's heart by the eternal Spirit. Who-
ever is enabled to believe the gofpel will fee

himfelf an obje£l of the covenant love of the

blelTed Trinity, and will therefore love Father,

Son, and Spirit : for we love him, fays the apof-

tie, becaufe he firft loved us. And faith in his

love to us will make us that we fliall neither be

barren nor unfruitful. Love is very a£live.

Obeying from love is very fweet. How a£live !

How fweet is obedience, when the love of God
is fhed abroad in the heart by the holy Ghofl:,

who is given unto us ! He is an almighty agent.

T 2 He
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He overcomes the power of legal unbelieving

workings, and puts a new fpring to duty into

the heart. He manifefts the love of God in

Chrift, his free diftinguifliing love, the exceeding

riches of it, and the numerous bleffings flowing

from it through time and eternity. In the fenfe

of thefe mercies he excites gratitude, and puts it

upon acting. This grace has a wonderful influ-

ence. " What return fliall I make unto the

" Lord 1" is the devout breathing of the grateful

heart. While the love of Chrift conftraineth it,

all the affe£i:ions follow him, and the foul de-

lights itfelf in his ways. Then none of his com-

mandments will be grievous. Nay, his yoke it-

felf becomes eafy, and his burden light : O tri-

umphant love ! How aftive, how fweet did he

find it, who cried out—" I can do all things, I

" can fuffer all things, I am more than con-

queror, through him that loveth me."

And is not this, O my foul, thy happy cafe ? O
prize thy privilege, and adorn it in thy life. Walk

in love with thy reconciled God, and out of love

to him perform all duties, and bear all croflTes.

Remember, thou art not required to obey, in

order to be faved for thine obedience, but thou

art already faved ; and therefore out of gratitude

to th}' dearefl: Saviour, thou art bound to love him

and to obey him. Thou canft not love his perfon,

and yet hate his will. " If ye love me, fays he,

" keep my commandments":—give this proof of

it.
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it, keep in my way, doing my commandments.

But whatever ye do, let it come from the heart.

Obey me, but fee it be with a willing mind, and

with a free fpirit. When all fprings from love, then

my fervice will be perfeft freedom. I would

have you to do my will, but without fear ; not

for life ; but from life ; not that ye may live, but

becaufe ye live. Do it, as fons, and not as flaves

:

the flave abideth not in the houfe for ever, but

the fon abideth for ever. In this free fpirit of

adoption fervc me, as fons of God, heirs of God,

and joint heirs with me. Stand fall therefore in

the liberty, wherewith I have made you free, and

be not entangled again with the yoke of bon-

dage.

To obey from life and falvation received and

enjoyed is fweet liberty. To obey, as the condi-

tion of life and falvation is bitter flavery : it is an

intolerable yoke, becaufe it is not poflible any

fallen man fliould fo keep the laAv, as to live

thereby. But the believer freed from this condi-

tion by Chrift's keeping the law for him is in li-

berty, he is faved from the pehalty annexed to

the tranfgreflion ; he is entitled to the life pro-

mifed to obedience, and thereby he is delivered

from legal hopes and from guilty fears. In this

faith he walks on delightfully in the ways of

obedience : for he is reconciled to the law

through the grace that is in Chrift Jefus

:

he loves it. O what love, fays he, have I

unto
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unto thy law ! Becaufe now I find it according

to promife written upon my heart. And this

is a

4. IVIotive to gofpel obedience. The new co-

venant runs thus—" I will put, fays God, my
" law in their inward parts, and write it in their

" hearts, and I will be their God, and they (hall

be my people : and they fliall teach no morp
" every man his neighbour, and every man his

" brother, faying, know the Lord : for they fliall

" all know me from the leaft of them to the

" greateft of them." The heart is by nature as

hard as adamant. It is enmity itfelf againfl: the

holy law. But the Lord here engages to take

away the ftony heart, and to give an heart of

flefli, upon which he will write the ten com-

mandments ; not in tables of ftone, but in the

fleflily tables of the heart. The Spirit of the

living God will teach all his children to know
their Father, he will manifeft to them their adop-

tion, he will reveal to them their Father's love

in Jefus, and he will make their hearts happy in

the enjoyment of it. Then the holy fruits of

this love will appear towards man. It will

work fweetly in benevolence, and effeftually in

beneficence. The love of God will open the

contra61ed heart, enlarge the felfifli, warm the

cold, and bring liberality out of the covetous.

When the holy Spirit teaches brotherly love he

overcomes all oppofition to it. He fays to his

difciples
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difciples—" Be ye kind one to another^, tender-

" hearted, forgiving one another, even as God
" for Chrift's fake hath forgiven you," And he

makes them kind one to another : they ihew it

by every good word and work. Thus by mani-

fefting to them the Father reconciled in Jefus,

and by enabling them to love man for his fake,

he writes upon their hearts the two great com-

mandments, on which hang all the law and the

prophets. The love of God, fays the apoftle to

the Romans, is flied abroad in our hearts by the

holy Ghoft, and to the ThelTalonians, ye your-

felves are taught of God to love one another.

Thus he engages the afFe6tions of the foul to the

holy law, and inclines the inner man to love

obedience. It ceafeth to be a yoke and a bur-

den. How eafy is it to do what one loves ? If

you dearly love any perfon, what a pleafure is it

to ferve him ? What will not love put you upon

doing or fufFering to oblige him ? Let love rule

jn the heart to God and to man, his law w^iil

then become delightful, and obedience to it will

be pleafantnefs. The foul will run, yea, infpired

by love, it will mount up with wings as eagles^

in the way of God's commandments.

Happy are the people, that are in fuch a cafe

!

And is it not, O my foul, in fome meafure thine?

Haft thou not been taught to love God, and his

ways } Since thou haft been acquainted with him

as thy loving Father in. Jefus, has not thy faith

bccii
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been working by love to him, and to his will,

and to his whole houfehold and family ? Remem-
ber this is promifed. All the children of God
are to be taught to know and to love their

heavenly Father. This is the very tenor of the

covenant of grace, which the almighty Spirit has

undertaken to fulfil. And he cannot fail in his

office. It is his crown and glory to make good

his covenant engagements. O truft him then,

and put honor upon his faithfulnefs. He has

promifed to guide thee with his counfel, and to

ftrengthen thee with his might in the way of

obedience to thy reconciled God. What is with-

in thee, or without thee to oppofe thy walking

in love with him he will incline thee to refift, and

he will enable thee to overcome. O what mayeft

thou not expert from fuch a divine friend, who
is to abide with thee on purpofe to keep thy

heart right with God. What can he not do, what

will he not do for thee ? Such as is the love of

the Father and of the Son, fuch is the love of

the Holy Ghoft, the fame free, perfe£l, everlaft-

ing love. Read his promifes of it. Meditate on

them. Pray to him for increafing faith to mix

with them ; that he, dwelling in the temple of

thy heart, thou mayeft have fellowlhip there with

the Father and with the Son. Whatever in thee

is pardoned through the Son's atonement, pray

the holy Spirit to fubdue, that it may not inter-

rupt communion with thy God. And whatever

grace
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grace is to be received out of the fulnefs of

Jcfus in order to keep up and to promote that

communion, intreat the holy Spirit to give it

thee with growing ftrength. But pray in faith

nothing wavering. So ftiall the luve of God rule

in thy heart. And then thou fhalt be like the

fun, when it goeth forth in its might, fhining

clearer and clearer to the perfect day. O may

thy courfe be like his, as free, as regular, and as

communicative of good, that thy daily petition

may be anfwered, and that the will of thy Father

may be done in earth, as it is done in heaven.

When all thefe things concur, what can be

wanting to make the way of obedience cafy and

pleafant ? It is not now an hard burden, impoffi-

ble to be borne. The Spirit of life which is in

Chrift Jefus, hath made it eafy. He has recon-

ciled the believer to the law : for he fliews it to

him in his furety, magnified and made honora-

ble—-magnified infinitely in his life—made ever-

laftingly honorable in his death : fo that the

Father can get the fulleft glory to every divine

perfection, even to his juftice, by faving linners

through faith in the righteoufnefs of his Son : he

can be juft, and yet the juftifier of the ungodly.

The believer perfuaded of this is reconciled to

God. Being no longer under the law, as a cove-

pant of works, but under grace, he loves the

l^w, and walks with God in fweet obedience

to
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to it. He fets out, and goes on every ftep, in

/aith—trufting to the acceptance of his perfon,

and of his fervices in the beloved. He does not

work now, in order to be faved ; but he works,

becaufe he is faved. And he afcribes all he

^oes to the praife of the glory of free grace. He
works from gratitude, and the faith of God's

-ele£t always does. It never fails to fhew itfelf

by love. The holy Spirit wins the heart by re-

vealing to it the love of God, and thereby draws

out the afFe£tions after him. When the com-

mandment comes, " My fon, give me thy heart."

The fon is ready, " Lord, take it, and feal it

" thine for ever." And whatever inbred enmity

may remain againft giving it to the Lord, the

holy Spirit has undertaken to fubdue it. It is his

office to take away the ftony heart, and to create

an heart of fleflh, foft and willing to receive the

impreffion of this grace. With the fame finger,

which once wrote the holy law upon tables of

ftone, it is now written upon the flefhly tables qf

the heart. And then the love of God, and the

love of man are clearly taught, and effeftually

enforced. What a change does this make in

obedience ! Hard things are novy done with

eafe. Rough ways are made fmopth. Painful

things become delightful. Tlie labor of lovp

is fweet labor : becaufe the heart is in it. The

feet run ; the hands work ; all the faculties are

ready
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ready to exert themfelves, when love com-

mands.

O my God, let it be thus with me. Thou haft

,given me an eaineft defure to walk with thee in

ihy ways, guide me in them by thine almighty

Spirit. Let him alpide with me, holy Father, as

the Spirit of adoption, that I may always ferve

thee, as thy reconciled child, not under the law,

but under grace. I would gladly walk with thee

every ftcp by faith, and that faith working by

love to thee and to my whole will. O God, give

me grace fufficient for thy holy walk. Let thy

faithful promife be daily fulfilled : write thy law

ftill plainer in mine inward parts, and let it be

more fairly copied out in my life. I want to

love thee more, as thou knoweft. O my God,

keep my heart fenfible of the exceeding riches of

thy love to me, and let the growing fenfe of this

increafe mine to thee. In the ftrength of thy

good Spirit enable me to overcome inward and

outward oppofition to my walking with thee in

love. Let him ftrengthen me mightily in the

inner man for every labor of love. From him

Cometh power to embrace and to cleave with

full purpofe of heart unto the ways of God—to

love what he loves—and to hate what he hates.

O thou blefled Spirit of the Father and of the

Son make me wilUng, keep me able to enjoy the

F^ither's love in his Son : and let it be a growing

love.
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love, abounding yet more and more in know-

ledge, and in all fenfible feeling, that I may run

and not be weary, may be going on to the end

and not be faint. Even fo. Let it be done unto

thy fervant according to thy word, wherein thou

haft caufed me to put my truft. Let me have

fellowfhip with the Father in his love through

the falvation of his Son by thine influence upon

my heart, now, henceforth and for ever. Amen.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VI.

The tvalk of the believer in the way of duly.

It is very hard to go on in a ftraight courfc

and for any length of time. The hinderances

are many. To underftand the nature and obliga-

tions of duty, to enter upon it with right mo-

tives, to perform it in a proper temper ; to go

through it without backwardnefs or wearinefs,

not by conftraint, but willingly, and to find the

true end of doing it anfwered, thefe are great

difficulties : But they will be removed in fome

meafure out of the believer's walk ; if he attend

to what was faid before of obedience in general,

and if he be enabled to bring it into practice.

It cannot be too often repeated, that the true

believer is not under the law, as a covenant of

works—bound to keep the precept for life, or

liable to the penalty of death. He is not under

the law in this refpeft, but under grace. He is one

with Chrift, who kept the precept, and fufFercd

the penalty for him, as his furety, and in his

ftcad. He has put in his plea, and taken the be-.

nefit of Chrift's furetyfliip. His plea has been

admitted ; and therefore he is in a ftate of per-

fea
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feft acceptance. He ftands in the liberty where-

with Chrift hath made him free. Grace reigns

in him, and over him, and renders his obedience

perfe£^ freedom. He obeys, but it is all in faith.

He works, but it is from a fenfe of the Father's

love to him in his Son. Gratitude taught by the

holy Spirit influences his heart and life. His

heart has the love of God written upon it, and

his life manifefts it. He fcrves God with a

thankful mind and without fear, and cheerfully

does all the good he can to man for God's

fake.

The believer will never get on in the way of

duty, unlefs he learns to obey upon thefe gofpel

principles. He will fiand in need of their alhft-

ance at every ftep : For he will meet with con-

llant oppofition to them. The flefli will not

come under grace. The carnal mind is always

legal. The old man of fin knows nothing but

working for life, and will not fubmit to any other

way. Our finful nature is altogether for the co-

venant of works. Jews, Turks, heathens, and no-

minal chriftians are all upon one plan : they expect

God will be merciful to them for their doings.

And the children of God are exercifed with this

felf-righteous fpirit more or lefs all their days. Is

it not, O my foul, thy grief and burden ? Art

thou not daily plagued with it in thy duties ?

And though thy principles be very evangelical,

3 yet
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yet they too often fail thee in practice. O beg

of God then, carneftly and often, that thou maycft

be caft into the mould of the gofpel, qiiite evan-

gelized in thy min^, and mayeft perform all du-

ties upon fuch motives, as he himfelf requires and

approves.

Duty is a debt owing to God--due from the

creature to the creator. The obligation to it

arifes from the abfolute dependence of the one

upon the other ; and it confifls in acknowledg-

ing this in the appointed way by a: perfe£l: and

continual fervice of every faculty—the creature

being entirely fubje£l to the will of the creator,

and living in never-failing conformity to it : for

the will of God doth bind all men on earth, and

angels and glorified fpirits in heaven. It is an

unchangeable law obliging for ever all creatures

to obedience, not only on account of the matter

contained in it, but alfo with refpe£l to the fove-

reign authority of the almighty law-giver. And
this obligation Chrift in the gofpel has not in the

leaft dlffolved, but on all occafions has confirmed

and ftrengthened. How decifive are thefe words?

" Think not that I am come to deftroy the law

" and the prophets, I am not come to deftroy,

" but to fulfil," to fulfil the law in mine own
perfon, as the furety for my people, and to put'

the love of it into their hearts, and to engage

them, and to enable them to pra£lice it in their

lives :
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lives : though not for the fame end, for which I

fulfilled it.

Duty is always one and the fame—a debt al-

ways due to God. But the debt of obedience

being withheld, and the death of fufFering being

incurred, the believer is taught to plead his dif-

charge from fufFering under Chrift, and his ful-

filling of obedience in the righteoufnefs of Chrift.

With this faith he has- a delightful profpedl of

duty. God is now at peace with him. God
loves him in his Son. It is his high privilege to

enjoy the fenfe of thofe diftinguifhing favors. For

this end he is admitted to walk with his God..

What an honor is this ! Having received the

adoption of fons, he is blefTed with his Father's

love, and is taken into near fellowfliip with him.

What a happinefs is this !
" Son, all that I have

*' is thine, it is freely given to thee in Jefus, and

,

" thou art now called upon to enjoy me and

mine in thy holy walk." Here duty becomes

his privilege. It is exalted and fpiritualized into

a gofpel grace. He is bound to it, but it is by

the cords of love. The pleafing bonds of grati-

tude tie his heart to obedience, to a free, holy,

evangelical obedience. He obeys, not as a flave,

but as a fon—not for fear, but becaufe Chrift has

fet him at liberty—not that God may accept, par-

don and juftify him, but becaufe God has done

all for him and will do all in him—not that he

may have heaven for his obedience, but becaufe

I heaven
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Keaven is referved for him, and he for it. He
therefore looks at duty, as greatly refined by the

gofpel. Every aft of it, done in faith, is an aft

of fellowfliip with the Father and with the Son ;

and by the grace of the Spirit every aft brings the

Father's love through the Son's falvation into

experience. He has communion with his God
in all he does. This ennobles duty. It is here-

by raifed to a divine honor: For it is hereby

made, to them who are in Chrift, the higheft

privilege they can have on this fide of heaven.

When the holy Spirit writes the law upon the

heart, he then teaches this obedience of faith.

He does not abolifli duty, but he enforces it upon

right motives, and direfts it to a right end. The

fame duties remain in the gofpel, but not upon

the fame obligation. Law duties, as conditions

of life, cannot be fulfilled. The judge himfelf

has decreed, that by the works of the law there

fliall no flefli be juftified in his fight. Therefore

the law as a covenant of works does not enter

into the believer's obedience. He obeys, becaufe

he is freed from this covenant—not freed from

doing the fame duties, which this covenant re-

quired, but freed from doing them upon law

motives, neither expefting the promifed life on

account of keeping the precepts, nor fearing the

threatened penalty on account of not keeping

them. It is his privilege to obey, becaufe he is

faved. He works from a free fpirit, and with a

Vol. I. U thankful
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thankful heart. He does all his duties in faiths

lie is fpiritual in them, a6iing upon the endear*'

ing motive of God's love to him in Chrift, as it

has been revealed to his heart by the holy Spirit.

He hopes for the acceptance of them only

through the interceflion of Chrift : And after he

has done them ever fo Avell, he defires grace from

Chrift to return him all his glory. Thus in every

duty he aims at fcllowfhip with God in Chrift

through the Spirit, and feeks to prefent an odor

of a fvveet fmell, a facrifice, acceptable, well

plcaling to God.

Whatever thou art required to do, remember,

O my foul, that thou art under grace, and it is.

thy privilege to do it in faith. View the tw9

tables in the hand of thy Saviour, and receive the

ten commandments from his mouth. Happy for

thee, Jefus is. thy law-giver. His fpirit will gof-

pelize thiue obedience. He will bring thine

heart into it. He will fet thee in the chariot of

love, and thou (halt ride on profperoufly: He will

oil the wheels of duty, and they lhall run eafy

and pleafant. Thou flialt be carried fweetly

through duty, thy beloved being prefent and

converfmg with thee in it : yea thy faith work^

ing by love to him will render fellowfliip with

God in all thou doeft the joy of thy heart and

tlie glory of thy life.

O beg of thy divine teacher thus to fpiritualizc

tlune obedience. From bini only canft- thou

learn
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learn the two great commandments, "which are

the fum and fubftance of the will of thy God.

In the firft his nature is revealed, and then his

worfliip. He is the Lord thy God, Jehovah thy

Alehim ; Jehovah m.eans the fejf-exiftent Goc!-

liead, and Alchim, the perfons in covenant.

Father, Son and Spirit, partakers of the fame

fclf-exiftence, and divine glory, witliout any dif-

ference, or inequality. There can be no true

religion without the true obje£l of worfliip, and

he cannot be worfliipped, unlefs he be known j

therefore it is an indifpenfable duty to know the

Lord God. But how fhall fallen man attain to

this knowledge ? He loft it by fin, and he cannot

by any reafoning faculty or power of his own

recover it. It is a matter of fa£l, that no man
did ever by fearching find out God. And at-

tefted by infallible authority, that the world by

its wifdom knew not God. There is no true

defcription of the Godhead, but Avhat is revealed

in fcripture ; and it is altogether from the teach-

ing of the holy Spirit, that any one favingly un-

derftands what is revealed. He the Spirit of

wifdom and revelation opens the eyes of the

mind, fets the objedl before them, and gives a

clear idea of it. He takes of the things of God,

and ftiews them to his difciples. He does not

lead them into abftrafted reafonings about the

divine nature, or what the abfolute Godhead is,

but his leffons are ufeful and pra£tical. He
U z teaches
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teaches the knowledge of the perfons in Jehovah,

as they are related to finners in the covenant of

grace. Through him the Father is made known,
" Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, by

" whom we cry, Abba, Father," Rom. viii. 15.

Through him the Son is believed in : for no man
can fay, that Jefus is the Lord, but by the holy

"Ghoft. He difcovers the Father's love in the

Son with its rich graces and abundant bleffings,

as it is written we have " received, not the fpi-

" rit of the world, but the Spirit which is of

God, that we might know the things that are

" freely given to us of God." He makes known

the giver, and the gifts, and he is received for

that very purpofe. He fhines into the heart to

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of

God in the perfon of Jefus Chrlft. And this is

faving acquaintance with the Father and with

the Son ; For hereby the underftanding is reftored

to the image of God; and the new man is re-

newed in knowledge after the image of him that

created him.

O what a mercy is this ! What can call for

greater praife ! And this mercy, O my foul, is

thine. Unfpeakably gracious has the Lord been

to thee. He has given thee the knowledge of

himfelf. His image is upon thine underftanding.

His light is fliining upon it ; certainly it is as

great an "aft, as when he firfl: commanded the

light to fliine out of darknefs : for hereby I be-

lieve
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licve in him, I know him to be my Father.

O precious name ! The love of his heart, and it

is infinite : the bleffings of his love, and they

are numberlefs, he has called me to enjoy,

freely, of mere grace, of his own fovercign good

will—called me to the adoption of fons, to the

noblefi: dignity, yea to everlafting honor, to be

a fon of the mod high God—God is my Father—

my new-birth is from him—that which is boru

of the Spirit is fpirit, and has fellowfliip with

the Father of fpirits. Behold ! what manner of

love this is ! No parent ever loved, or can love

a child as my Father which is in heaven loves

me. And I defire in the fenfe of this to love

him, to cleave to him with full purpofe of heart,

and gratefully to devote all I have and am to

his fervice and to his glory. O thou divine re-

vealer of this love enlighten mine underftanding

and influence my affeftions, that I may grow

in the knowledge of my Father in Jefus : For

In him the Father only is to be known. He
is his Father, as our covenant head, and there-

fore ours in him. God is not £i Father to any,

but in Chrift. The name Father refpefls Chrift,

as the firft-begotten, and then all his feed. He
is the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, of whom
the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

and depends for its adoption on the Father of

their Lord Jefus Chrift. He undertook to be

fnade man, to live and to die for the many fons,

j..:,',ijD whoni
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whom lf6 was to bring to glory : and in Confe-

quenee of his undertakings it pleafcd the Father

to lay; up all fulnfefs of grace for them in the

God-man, their covenant head. And it pleafes

the Spirit to witnefs of this fulnefs, and to en-

able believers to receive out of it grace for

grace. .• Thtfs he reveals Immanu^l to them.

They know him, and are one with him. He is

their Lord and their God, and by faith they live

in him and upon him. Trufting to his atone-

ment and righteoufnefs they have peaCe with

their reconciled Fatlier, and they enjoy his love

fhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoft.

Waiting in the appointed ways they grow in the

knowledge of the wonderful perfon God-Jefus.

They (e^ more of the divine glory of his falvation

work," cifid by depending on it daily they enjoy

more of the things which accompany falvation.

Thrice happy are they, whofe acquaintance with

Jefus is thus increafing. Their happinefs has a

boundlcfs fubjeft. They may ftudy on, and they

will find in him new worlds of delight to eter-

nity. , O ye highly favored, read and adore the

wonders already wrought for you ; among which

thefe ate not the leaft :
" We know that the

*' Son of God is come, and hath given us au

" underftanding to know him that is true, and

" we are in him that is true, even in his Son
" Jcfus Chrift, who is the true God and eternal

" life." Bleffed knowledge ! they have an un-

derftanding
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dtrUanding given them, and they are favingly

acquainted with the Father and with the Son by

the teaching of the Holy Ghoft, Jehovah is their

Alehlm. Thus they learn the firft part of their

duty, which leads them to the

Second, Namely to love the perfons in the

Godhead, becaufe they ftand in this moft endear-

ing relation to them. They love the Father,

who is their Father in Jeftis. They have not

only heard of, and believed in, but have alfa

•enjoyed his precious love. It has been flied

abroad in tlieir hearts by the Holy Ghoft ? who
has overcome all refiftance to his love ; yea has

made enmity itfelf yield to it. Having purified

the eonfcience by faith, he then purifies the

heart : He pours into it a fenfe of that love,

which gave his co-equal Son for them, and all

tlie bleflings in earth and in heaven with him.

Thereby he draws oiit the affeffions in holy

defires to be more united to the Father of mer-

cies. It is the property of love to defire to be

united to the beloved obje^i. The holy Spirit

has difcovered the obje£i, and has given the

defire, and he fulfils all the defires of his own
creating. He teaches all the children of God to

know their Father ; arKl to experience his love

to them in his Son, and then they cannot but

love him. He creates the new heart for this

very purpofe ; and makes it fenfible that the

Father's love is all received through the Son,

and
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and therefore the Father and the Son are beloved

with an undivided affeftion.

The Son is his office name. It fliould never

be heard without putting us in mind of the won-

derful love of our God in his undertakings. He
covenanted to be made flefli. What a miracle

of love is that ! He engaged with his Father to

be the furety for his people, to do their work,

to fufFcr their punifliment, and then God and

man, one Chrift for ever, was to have all fulnefs

of covenant bleffings to give his people. The

Father has no love, the Spirit beftows no grace,

but what comes through Chrift. A believer is

therefore taught in every thing he does to have

fellowfhip with Chrift. His fafety, his happU

nefs, his hopes of happinefs to-day and for ever

are bleffings to be received out of Inamanuers

fulnefs : for he is the head over all things to the

church which is his body, the fulnefs of him

that fillcth all in all. And while the member is

receiving life and fenfe and happinefs from the

fulnefs of the head, he will have frefli motives

to love his divine Saviour. What can fix his af-

fections, if gratitude to Jefus cannot ? He has

every thing in him, that can win the heart. He
has beauty to engage love, bleffings to increafe

love, glories to increafe love to him for ever-

more. He is beauty without a riyal. Whatever

is charming in any earthly obje£t is but a ray

frqm him, and fliould lead to him ; it is but a

beam
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beam to point cut the matchlefs graces of Im-

manuel. And fo is the lovelinefs of heavenly

objects : faints and angels have "nothing beauti-

ful, but what the love of Jefus has put upon

them, He is the Lord and giver of all their

glory. How glorious then muft he be ? He is

mine, fays the believer, and my property in him

makes him indeed glorious in mine eyes. Once

I faw no beauty in him, that I fliould dcfire him;

but now he is my beloved and my friend. I can

fee every thing truly lovely in my Lord and my
God. Whatever elfe courts my heart appears

to be but a fliadow : the fubftance is my Jefus,

He endears himfelf daily to me by his numberlefs

favors. I am always receiving out of his fulnefs

fome blefling^, which naakes him the centre of

my happinefs. - Every look of faith difcovers ii\

him fome new excellency, and brings from him

fome frefh kindnefs, and thereby engages my
heart ftill more to its precious Saviour. And
when I look forward to the glory to be revealed,

when I fhall fee my dcareft Jefus face to face,

9nd fliall be like him, and ihall enjoy him, and

in him all the bleffings of the eternal Three for

ever, O this is too big for prefeijt thought j yet

it conftrains me to |;ive .up ii;)y'whole foul to this

heavenly lover. Glorify hjm daily in me^ thou

faithful witnefs for Jefus, and give mc continual

fcafon tp love thee with the fsuAe undivided

^ifFcciiun,
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aiTeflioti, ^vhcrewitb thoU haft enabled hi4 W"
lore the Father and the Son. "'

The holy Spirit is Jehovah, a perfon in the

felf-exiftent Godhead, equal with the Father in

every attribute. His office name is S-pirit-, the

idea ii tSken from air^ fuch as -vTe breathe, to

denote his being the breather or infpirer of fpi-

ritual life. Every thing done by him in this

chara£ter tends to holinefs, and therefore he is

called the holy Spirit. His office in the covenant,-

as well as liis co-equalitj- with the Father and

the Son, entitle him to equal worfhip, and to equal

love. For he undertook to carry into execution th<r

purpofesof the Father's love in Jefus. Their fdlfiU

ment depends entirely upon his grace. The Son

has been incarnate; he has brought in everlaftinj

righteoufnefs, and made the atonement for finr

the Father is fatisfied with his finifhed work, and-

has demonftrated his acceptance of it : the God-

inari is now upon the throne of glory with aH

power in heaven and earth. To this the hoi/

Spirit bears witnefs. It is his divine office to

apply the falvation of Jefus, and to make it ef-

feftilal. He does all -ik the heirs of promJfe.

The Father gave them to the Son, the Son tt^

deemed them, but they are in the common mafs

of corruption, dead in trefpafTc's and iins, till the

Spirit of life enter into them. They feel not

their guilt nor. thdr. danger, till he convince

ihem. Xhc}' arc quite ignorant of God and of

3 the
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the things of God, till he make them wife unto

falvation. They cannot believe in Jcfus, till the

Spirit of faith enable them. They cannot re-

joice in the Father's love, till the Comforter

makes them fenfible of it. They are without

ftrength, until they be ftrengthened with might

by the Spirit in the inner man. They cannot go

in their chriftian courfe, but by a conftant fup-

ply of the Spirit. They cannot hold out to the

end, but from his abiding with them for ever.

So that he is the Lord and giver of life. He
begins the good work, and he Confirms it, until

the day of Jefus Chrift. Every motion of fpiri-

tual life is from him, and all thofe, whom he

makes alive, he makes fenfible of the debt which

they owe him. He manifefts his love to them,

and thereby he engages their love to him. They'

experience, how great the love of the Spirit is.

They are fenfible of their obligations to him, and

defire to be thankful for them. Thus their af-

fections return to the proper obje£l of love and

worfhip. They receive daily the bleflings of the

Father's love through faith in the Son's falva-

tion, by the applying power of the holy Spirit,

and hereby they are reconciled to the firft and

great commandment ; it is become the delight of

their fouls to love the Lord God.

Here confider, O my foul, whether thou atr

afting upon the principle of gratitude to the"

God. If thou art, then his yoke will be eafy and
' his
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Jlis burden light. Thou wilt not go to duty in

bondage, hopeing to gain his love by the defert

of what thou doeft, or fearing to be beaten with

many flripes for not doing it well. Thy God
whom thou ferveft is thy moft loving friend, and

tendereft father. He loved thee in Jefus, freely

by grace, not by works done by thee, or to be

done. Immanuel is thy Saviour : His love to

thee is made up of miracles. No underftanding

of angels or of glorified fpirits can conceive how
great it is ; for it paffeth knowledge. Never-

thelefs the holy Spirit has revealed it unto thee,

Jie loves thee, as the Father and the Son do,

with the fame divine afFeftion, Thy debt is

ec^ual, thy gratitude fhould be the fame to the

bleffc d Trinity. In the fenfe of thine infinite

obligations thou art called upon to walk in the

way of duty. Love to the perfon, whom thou

art to ferve, will make fervice pleafant. And
thou dofi: love thy God. He has given himfelf

V'itb every covenant bleffing to be thine, and

•thefe bleffings are to be enjoyed in thy walk with

him. With this faith }ook at duty. It is the

expreflTion pf gratitude to thy deareft friend, and

it IS the way to enjoy his divine friendfliip. He
requires it out of love to thee, and would have

thee to do it out of love to him, O ! how ex-

alted is duty, when communion with God is car-

on by it ! He would have thee to keep clofc

tjO-hira, in order to maintain a fenfc ofhisgraci-

1 ous
Sill
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0U5 prefence in thy heart, and fo to walk with

him as to have his love to thee confirmed at every

ftep ; and therefore thou fliouldft feek to prefcrve

a conftant nearnefs and holy fellowfliip with him

in every thing thou doeft. This is the will of

thy God. May it be thine, O my foul. Study

this glorious way of gofpel duty. Pray to be

taught it better, and to go on in it more fpiri--

tually every day. Bring it into all thy affairs.

In thy calling, as well as in the means of grace,

in temporal as well as in heavenly matters, fet

the Lord always before thee, and fo live, and a£t

in every thing as to keep up communion with thy

God and Father in Jefus by the grace of the

holy Spirit.

When God is thus become the dear objc£l of

thy happy heart, then every way wherein his

love is to be enjoyed will become delightful.

The time, the place, the means of meeting w'lih.

him will be greatly defired and much longed for.

Thy heart cannot but be, where thy treafure is.

Thou wilt want no fpur to duty, no whip to drive

thee to ordinances. It will be enough, that the

Lord is there. As when he faid to David—feck

ye my face—his heart replied—thy face. Lord,

will I feek. His heart faid it. His affeftions

were fet upon God, and he was ready to feek,

wherever God was to be found. No hunted

hart ever panted more after the water-brooks,

than his foul did after God. His hope in doing
any
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any thing was to have God's gracious prerence

with him. And his happinefs in it was to have

communion with God. This is gofpel duty. And
what a glorious privilege is it ! O that it may be

my happy experience thus to meet God in all his

ways, and to enjoy him in my daily walk. That

thoumayeftgrow in this divine fellowflaip, confider,

O my foul, fome of the duties of the firft table,

and learn to pra£life them upon gofpel principles.

The firft and chief is prayer, which confiftf

in keeping up daily converfe with thy God upon

all occafions. This is the breathing of the new

torn foul. It wants to draw the air of heaven,

and to live in its own proper element. There

is a way opened for it unto the throne of glory,

and the children of God may approach it with

boldnefs : for it is a throne of grace, and he

that fitteth upon it loves to hear and to anfvver

their petitions. He is their Father. " I go, fays

" Jefus, to my Father and to your Father ; my
" Father himfelf lo\'eth you ; afk what ye will

" of him in my name he will do it." This is the

beloved objeft of prayer~a reconciled Father in

Jefus—whofe heart is full of tendernefs to the

complaints and miferles of his family--his pro-

mifes are the declarations of his pure love—

a

dependence upon his fulfilling them does honor

to his truth and faithfulnefs, and always brings

down the blefllng. The holy Spirit abides with

the children of God to teach them thus to pray

in



In faith. He "kelps their mfirmities in prayer,

Crengthens their graces, and beilows on them

their comfort^. He enables them to come with

boldqefs, ^nd havfe accefs with confidence.

Whatever their Father has freely .pronaifed to

give them in Jefus, thty can afk in faith, nothing

wavering: for they know his promifes cannot

fail. They find them daily fulfilled, whereby

Iheir holy familiarity with their Father increafes-.

He draws nearer to them and they draw nearer

to him. This their mutual intercourfe may be

interrupted, but it cannot be entirely broken oif.

.God is always difpofed to hear, aUhough the be-

liever be not always able to pray fcjoicin.g. It

is ftill his privilege, although he may not find

any great delight in if; but if he
. continue to

make conftant ufe of his privilege his delight wiU

return, and God will fulfil to him the gracious

pron^jife—I yfriW make thjem joyful in my houfe of

prayer.

Thus the child of God learns to love prayer,

yea to pray without ceafing. He lives under

his Father's eye, and in a dependence on his

Father's care for him night and day. And he

has hereby as true and lafting fellowflilp with

the things of God in his foul, as he has with the

things of this world in his body.

O what an exalted privilege is this ! How
highly is prayer heret^y.j^nnptled ! It is not a

law duty \Q an abfftl.ijt? jQqH- ifeut a gracious

intercourfe
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iiitercourre with a covenant God.~Nbt praftifed

thiit he may love us : but becaufe he loves us--

not to make us his children : but becaufe w6
are his children. It fliould be performed always

in this faith. " If there be infirmities in it, fuch

as wandering, coldnefs, or the like, Wc are to

remember, that we are not heard for the good-

tiefs of our prayers, nor anfwered for the fervency

of them. That which makes our perfons ac-

cepted obtains acceptance for our fervices alfo.

We and all we do are only accepted in the be-

loved : " For through Jefus Chrill we have an
** accefs by one Spirit unto the Father," Epb.

II. 1 8. our accefs is through Jefus Chrift.

Trufting to his finiftied falvation we enter into

the prefence of the Father, and guided by the

holy Spirit we pray in faith. Whatever we alk

in the Son's name wcknow that we have the pe-

titions which we defired of him. This fpiritua-

lizes prayer, and puts glory upon it : becaufe

there is heavenly fellowfliip with God in it,

with the Father through the Son, by the one

Spirit.

Thefe are fome of the privileges of Chriftian

prayer. Thou goeft, O my foul, to meet thy

God in it—to converfe with thy Father—to call

on him for the fulfilling of his promifes made ih

Jefus—to wait on him for his anfwers—and to

give him his glory. O what blefled feafons haft

thou enjoyed in this communion with thy God !

How
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How has he manifefted his nearnefs to thee, and

bounty towards thee ! Haft thou not found his

heart open, his ears open, and his hands open to

grant thee the requeft of thy lips? And when

thou haft not found fuch fweet fellowfliip with

thy God in prayer, yet thy dependence on his

faithful word has been exercifcd and improved.

Thou haft left thy petitions with thy friend and

advocate, trufting to that moft glorious defcrip-

tion of him in Rev. viii. 3, 4. " And another

" angel came and flood at the altar, having a

" golden cenfer, and there was given unto him
" much incenfe that he fliould offer it with the

" prayers of all faints upon the golden altar,

" which was before the throne. And the fmoke
" of the incenfe, which came with the prayers

" of the faints afcended up before God out of

" the angel's hand." O thou great angel of the

covenant thus prefent my prayers. They are

nothing worth, but as perfumed with thy divine

odors. Let them ever afcend before God out of

thy hand with the fmoke of the incenfe of thy

facrifice and interceffion. BlelTed Spirit of prayer

increafe my faith, that I may truft more to a

prayer hearing God and Father, who is always

ready to grant every good thing promifed to his

children in Chrift Jefus. Jmeii.

Praise and prayer go together. The prayer

of faith will afford continual matter for praife.

The one is a dependence on God for every pro-

VoL. I. X 'mifed



322 WALK OF FAITIT.

mifed blelTing, the other is the acknowledgment

of his having bellowed it. Innocent man had

his heart in this fweet work. It was his happi-

nefs. Every breath in paradife was praife. The

redeemed man has more reafon. His obligations

are far greater, than Adam was under, ta his

God—raifed. from his fall—faved from the guilt

and mifery of it--chofen and called to this falva-

tion by mere grace—through faith a partaker of

it—an heir of God, and a joint-heir with Chrift,

G what motives are thefe to continual thankful-

nefs ! And thele motives are effeflual, when the

holy Spirit difcovers the things that are freely

given to us of God'. He makes us fenfible of

them and thankful for them : for he preferves in

the foul a bleffed poverty of fpirit, an humble-

abiding fenfe of wants and unworthinefs, and

thus he lays a fare foundation for thankfulnefs.

Every bleffing is then received with a. Why me

—

what am I, and what is my Father's houfe, that

God fliould deal thus bountifully with me ? I

muft refer it all to the praife of the glory of his

own grace : bleffed be the God and Father of

our Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath bleffed me with

all fpiritual bleffings in heavenly things in Chrift.

All thcfe bleflings flow from the Father's love in

his Soil, and the holy Spirit has difcovered to me
that boundlefs ocean of Jove, and has often re-

frcflicd me with its life-giving ftreams. He has

made known to me the good pleafure of the

Father's.
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FathcrVwill, which he had purpofed in himfelf,

to choofe me by his diftinguifhing grace to be

one of his children, and through faith in Jefus

Chrift I read my adoption, and take pofTefTion of

the inheritance of children. Mine experience of

thefc bleffings cannot be queftioned, while I am
receiving out of the fulnefs of Jefus grace for

grace. O how great is my debt ! It is equal to

the eternal Three j fo fliould my gratitude be. It

is very meet, right and my bounden duty, that I

fliould at all times and in all places give thanks

Unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty ever-

lafting God : therefore whh angels and arch-

angels and with all the company of heaven I

laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore

praifing thee and faying, Holy, Holy, Holy,

Lord, God of hofts : heaven and earth are full of

thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord moft high.

Amen.

May fuch as this, O my foul, be thy daily tri-

bute of thanks. Confider what thou oweft to

thy God—how great are his favors, bow many,

how endlefs—and beftowed on the moft unwor-

thy. Review his goodnefs in giving thee being*

and in preferving it. Remember from how many

dangers and pains he has delivered thee ; what

health and creature comforts he has vouch fafed

of his mere bounty j and what a monument of

his long fuffering thou art. O what a miracle !

that one, like thee, fhould be out of hell. Then

X 2 put
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put to the account fpiritual favors, what bleflings

thou haft received from the Father's love in Jefus;

what bleflings thou art entitled to in him, not

only in time, but alfo in eternity. Caft up the

mighty fum, and fay. How much it is. Canft

thou teil the numbers thereof? No. It is be-

yond the power of the greateft arithmetician. If

thou couldft write a figure upon every atom in

the creation, thou wouldft want a new world,

whereon to fum up the vaft account: for thy

mercies reach to the heaven of heavens, and they

are alfo evcrlafting. Then confider to whom thou

art thus indebted. Is it not to a juftly offended

God, who might have glorified all his perfections

in punifliing thee for thy fins ? Whereas in won-

derful grace he has chofen and called thee to the

adoption of Sons. He is thy Father. This is

the fpring of all thy mercies. In love he gave

his Son to finidi thy falvation. And his fpirit has

brought thee to believe in it, and to enjoy it.

This is the fource of all thy praife. The objedl

of thankfgiving is thy covenant God, who is re-

lated to thee in fuch a bond of love, as will

bring thee under eternal obligations. Thou art

therefore in all tlry praife to remember thy rela-

tion to Father, Son, and Spirit, thy debt to them

for that moft bleffed relation, thy growing, ever

growing debt. Praife will pay none of it. The

faints in glory do but acknowledge it. While

they are praifmg morCj the fum is increafing. O
I my
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my foul, beg of thy God to give thee grace, that

thine acknowledgments may be in feme mea-

fure like theirs. They arc crying Holy, Holy,

Holy, Lord God, giving glory for the Father's

love in Jefus, and for their experience of it by

the eternal Spirit. May this fubjeft be thine,

more fpiritual, more holy every day, till it be

what theirs is, perfeft and without intermillion.

Since it is thy privilege, O my foul, to pray to

thy covenant God, and to praife him for cove-

nant mercies, then thou wilt highly prize the

holy SCRIPTURES ; becaufe without them thou

canft not know what to pray for, nor what is in-

deed a mercy. Thy faith has nothing to Itand

Vpon, but the word of God, and nothing to

praife him for, but mercies therein promifed, and

by believing received. O how dear then fliould

his word be to thee ; how greatly ftudied, hovy;

diligently heard, that by it thou mayeft grow in

every grace, which is needful for thy holy walk

with God. It is the appointed means by which

the holy Spirit a6ts. It is his great inftrument in

beginning and parrying on fpiritual life. He
opens the underftanding to know the fcripturcs,

he inclines the will and the affeflions to receive

them in the loye of the truth, and he influences

the whole man to fubmit to live undef the ober

dience of faith. Whaitevcr flrength, viclor)-,

cppifQrtj or bleffing of any kind he beftows, it

comes
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comes by obeying the truth through the Spirit.

So that thou canft not go on in thy walk with

God, but by conftant and beUeving ufe of the

fcriptures. They fhould be thy ftudy night and

day, heard and read carefully, mixed with faith,

treafured up in thy memory, received into thy

heart, and brought into thy life, and all by the

teaching of the holy Ghoft, in order to thine en-

joyment of the promifed bleflings of the Father's

love through the Son's falvation. Thus the word

will be the means of thy maintaining fellowfhip

with the blefled Trinity. By mixing faith with

it thou wilt be conftantly receiving from them

covenant mercies : and fo thou wilt go forward,

Thy fteps will be ordered aright according to the

word, and thy M'ay will be profperous.

Confider then, O my foul, whether thou art

making this ufe of the fcriptures. Doft thou find

the means of thy growth in divine knowledge, in

faith and love? Do they really promote thy com-^

munion with God, and on that account are they

daily more thy ftudy, and thy delight ? Never

think of hearing or reading them without pray-

ing for the teaching of the holy Spirit, that they

may be the means of keeping up fellowftiip with

thy Father in Jefus. For this end they were re-

vealed, and if this end be not anfwered they pro-

fit thee nothing. Make it then thy conftant prac-

- tice—before hearing, to pray for a fpiritual appe-

tite.
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tite, that as new born babes defire milk, fo thon

niaycft hunger and thirft for the good word of

life—in hearing, beg of God, that thou mayeft

feed upon the word and digeft it, and thine in-

ward man may be nouriflied up in the words of

faith, and of good dofilrine—after hearing, pray

for a fanftified memory to treafure up for ufe,

what thou haft learnt, that as occafion fliall ferve

it may be realized, and brought into pTaftice, thy

life and converfation being caft into the mould of

the word. With the fame dependence on thy

divine teacher read, as well as hear, the fcrip

tures. Meditate on them. Convcrfe about them,

expefting to find tliem able to make thee wife

unto falvation tlirough faitk, wliich is in Chrift

Jefus, and as thy faith in him increafes, able to

bring in richer experience of thy Father's love in

him.

How fwcet is prayer, Tiow delightful is praife,

how bleffed is hearing and reading the word,

when thefe are the means of meeting and con-

verfmg with God ! His prefencc puts the higheft

honor upon them, and exalts duty into a royal

privilege : for he is prefent as a Father with liis

children. O what a dignity is it to have God
for our Father ! What an happinefs to have free

fellowfliip with him in this deareft relation ? In

thy daily hearing and reading his word, obferve,

O my foul, what is fpoken of this holy fellow-

fliip ; and feek to maintain it, and to improve it

in
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in every appointed way, particularly in keeping

the command of thy dying friend.

Do this in remembrance of me. When Ins difcir

pies meet together for this purpofe, then place

Jhe whole dependence of thy heart upon thy

crucified Saviour. Confidering the infinite and

everlafting efficacy of the facrifice of his body

and foul to take away fm, draw near in faith to

•feaft upon it : for his flefli is meat indeed, and

his blood is drink indeed. Look well to the end

of the inftitution. It was not only to remind

thee of, but alfo to convey to thee, all the bleff-

ings of that one oifering, which perfe£ls for ever.

It was to teach thee, that thy fpiritual life, and

every grace and comfort of it are as dependent

upon Chrift crucified, as the life of thy body is

upon the meat and drink of this world. Tliy

life comes from his death. Thy life is nouriflied

by feeding upon Chrift thy pafTovcr, who was

facrificed for thee. He intended by the bread

to point out unto thee his body, and by the wine

his blood—by eating and drinking them, thy

taking and living upon him—by thy bodily fup-r

port received from them, the nourithment of thy

foul by eating his fiefli and drinking his blood.

He would have thee to look through the figns to

the things fignificd. Thou art not to reft in the

outward aft, but to reft in the promife in the

word of God. Thy faith is not to be exercifed

about the Lord's fupper as a duty ; but it is to

be-
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be exercifed upon his word ; and what he has

therein promifed to make it, that thou art to

cxpeft in taking it. He appointed it to be the

means of communicating with him, and of thy

enjoying fellowfliip with him in his fufFerings. It

is a fpiritual beh'eving aft, in which thou art in-r

vitcd to partake of the pafchal lamb. It is the

Lord's pafibver; and will certainly anfwer every

purpofe, for which he inftituted it. He appoint-

ed it to be the means of fafety from the deftroyer,

of deliverance from bondage, of free and full for-

givenefs of all fins, of an happy paffage through

the red fea, and of the everlafting pofTeflion of

the promifed inheritance. For thefe gracious

purpofes the Father's love gave his Son to be a

lamb flain, and then a lamb feafted on : and the

holy Spirit makes it a fcaft indeed. It is to the

believing receiver fpiritually, whatever the paflT-

over was to the Jews on tlieir coming out of

Egypt. It is a communion with the blcffed Tri-

nity—with the Father for providing fuch a ban-

quet of love—with the Son for giving himfelf to

be a lamb flain, and to be a fpiritual repaft to his

people in earth and in heaven—with the holy

Spirit for rendering the bread which is broken

the communion of the body of Chrift, and the

cup of blefling the communion of the blood of

Chrifl. Communion fignifies union with—the

believer united to Chrift—one with Chrift—

a

member in his body, lives in him, and on him,

has
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has communications of iife, nourifhment, ftrength,

comfort, &c. as the members have from their

union with the head. He has a real inward fel-

lowftiip with Jefus, in his crofs and paflion, in his

refurrection and afcenfion, in his interceflion and

fitting at the right hand of the majefty on high.

He communicates now with Jefus in all the blef-

iings of his Father's love, and will communicate

with him in all his Father's glory. O what a

privilege is the Lord's Supper, when it is thus

the means of communion with the Son, and with

his Father through the Spirit ! What an honor

is it to be admitted to a feafl: inftituted by the

Lainb of God, and for the enjoyment of the love

of God! Wliat a blefling is it to fit down now t«

the marriage fupper of the Lamb, and to partake

by faith of its fpiritual realities and delights I

There is nothing beyond this upon earth, and it

has fometimes been to the believing receiver a

foretafte of heaven. Yes, bleffed be God, it has

been, even to thee, O my foul, unworthy as thou

art of one crumb from the mafter's table, a feaft

of fat things, of wines kept, even of fat things,

full of marrow, of wines kept and well-refined.

And when thou haft not been fo highly feafted,

yet thou haft enjoyed folid communion. Partak-

ing of the bread and wine according to the

Lord's inftitution, and depending on the Lord's

promife, thou haft been fed and nourithed at his

table. The virtue of the Spirit has been put forth

in
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in thy heart, and thou haft as truly by faith eat

the fleth, and drank the blood of the Son of man,

as thou didft eat the bread and drink the wine.

It was ftri£lly fpeaking a communion: being united

to Chrift, thou waft a partaker of Chrift, and hadft

fellowfliip with him in his life and death. O
pray for more of this. Beg of the holy Spirit to

increafe thy communion with Jefus, that thou

mayeft live more in him and on him, and thereby

enjoy more of the love of thy heavenly Father.

Plead his promife, and expeft the fulfilling of it:

" He that eateth my flefti and drinketh my blood

•* dwelleth in me, and I in him : As the living

" Father hath fent me, and I live by the Father,

fo he that eateth me, even he fliall live by me,"

John vi. 56, 57.

Viewing the duties of the firft table in this

light, how exalted are they, and fpiritual ! What
a glory does it put upon them, that the believer

has fellowlhip with the eternal Three, and in

prayer, and praife, in hearing and reading the

word, and at the Lord's Supper he enjoys their

covenant mercies, partaking of them now as

really by faith, as ever he will by fenfe in heaven

!

The law written and engraven in ftones was glo-

rious, but the law thus written upon his heart ex-

celleth in glory. The two firft tables of ftone

were broken, the other two are loft : but no

time fhall deface the writing of the holy Spirit.

The new heart, turned in love to God, flaall keep

4 his
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bis impreffion for ever. Faith fliould reft fe-

curely upon this : becaufe he has undertaken to

abide for ever with his own people, that the pur-

pofes of the Father's love, and the bleffings of

the Son's falvation may be always enjoyed by

them. In remembrance of this great truth they

|ceep the

Lord's-day. They reft on it from labour,

declaring thereby their belief of the reft, which

the eternal Three have provided in Jefus— a reft

in their fouls—given without their labour and

pains—fecured to them by covenant—kept for

them by almighty power—a fabbath remaining

for the people of God, into which they ftiall as

certainly enter, as Jefus their forerunner is en-

tered. Sabbath fignifies a day of reft. It was

fet apart in memory of God's finifliing the works

of the firft creation: and is obfervcd now in me-,

mory of his finifliing the works of the new crea^

tion. The end for which the world was made

will be anfwered foon ; and then it, and all the

works therein fliall be burnt up, and the place of

them found no more : but the glorious work of

the God-man fliall endure for ever. In honor of

this greateft work of God we keep the Lord's-

day. It is his Sabbath-r-a day eternally famous

for his finifliing the work of falvation, and enter-

ing into his reft. " And we who have believed,

" fays the apoftle,j do enter into reft." We dot

^nter into it now by faith, and we fliare with him

in
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in his Sabbath. The atonement which he made,

the righteoufnefs which he wrought out, the

vi£lory which he obtained, the works which he

perfe£ted for ever, and the glory which he now
inherits, we enjoy at prefent by beheving, and

enter upon the pofleffion of them. According

to our faith, fuch is our reft. He that beheves

without doubt or wavering in the finiflied falva-

tion of Jefus, he will have the peace of God
ruling in his confcience, he will experience the

perfefcf love of God to hina, which will make

him reft: in his love to God, and then he will

delight himfelf in the ways of God. This is the

chriftian fabbath. It confiits in refting upon

Jefus, and in depending upon his having finiflied

the works of redemption, and then in living

upon them for our fouls, as rnuch as we do upon

the works of creation for our bodies.

Sweet is the day of reft, fpent in this holy

employment. Happy time ! fet apart for fpi-

ritual intercourfe whh God, and confecrated for

keeping up fellowfhip with him in his fatherly

love in Jefus, and for receiving from him com-

munications of his graces and bleffings. Thrice

happy day ! in which this fellowfliip is kept up,

and thefe graces and bleflings are enjoyed. By

this heavenly converfe the inward man is re-

newed with growing ftrength: his faculties are

enlarged ; and their happinefs is increafed. By

which means he comes nearer to the fpiritual reft

of
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of the heavenly fabbath. He calls it his deligjht

holy of the Lord, honorable : becaufe the end

of its inftitution is anfwered to him, and he has

on it happy communion with his God. When
he draws near to God in his appointed ways, he

finds God in tliem and experiences his loving

kindnefs which is better than life itfelf. Bleffed

is the man, who is thus highly favored. He
enters within the veil into the holieft by the

blood of Jefus, and finds a moft loving Father

upon a throne of grace. In every fervice on the

Lord's day, he fecks a more intimate acquaint-

ance and more fpiritual fellowlhip with him.

His very heart is engaged in this work. His

foul thirfteth, and his very flefh longeth to meet

God, as he has met him in the fanftuary.

Therein he has found communications of grace,

which have rendered the ordinances delightful

indeed. He rejoices in hopes of meeting God

and of drawing near to him in prayer, of praif-

ing him ftill more and more for his abundant

mercies, of hearing the reviving found of gofpel

grace, and of everlafting love, and of receiving"

it not as the word of man, but as it is in truth

the word of God, and of fitting down to the

banquet of heaven in communion with Chrift

crucified, through him partaking of the Father's

love by the Spirit's influence. Bleffed is he of

the Lord, who is thus fpiritual in fabbath duties.

By keeping up conftant communion with God
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ia them his bleffednefs is increafing. He is al-

ready in pofleffion of the fame things, which liis

elder brethren are enjoying in heaven : and he

will become more heavenly minded, while he

maintains daily fellowfliip with the eternal Three

in their covenant offices and bleffings.

Confider, O my foul, that thefe privileges are

thine. Look well to thine improvement of

them. Remember, thou art already by believ-

ing entered into reft. Thy fabbath is begun

—

a day, whofe fun fhall never fet—whofe glory

fliall (hine brighter for evermore. May thine

enjoyment of this reft, which is fo glorious, be

growing, until thou attain to the eternal fabbath.

O pray thy Lord to lift up the light of his covm-

tcnance upon thee, to vouchfafe thee more of

the love of his heart, and more of the bounty of

his hand, more communion with him, and more

communications from him, that thou maycft be

growing up into Jefus in all things, and be

ready, whenever he calls thee, to enter in with

him into his perfect reft.

Thus the Hrft table duties are kept. By the

teaching of the holy Spirit they become gofpel

privileges. When he makes us new creatures in

Chrift Jefus, then we take the Three in Jehovah-

to be our God. We know our Father in Chrift,

believe in him and love him. We will have no-

other Gods, but him. We give his honor to

none, his name to none, our time and heart-

fcrvice
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fcrvice to none, but him. His love made known-

to us, engages our afFeftions, and puts us uport

feeking fellowfliip with him in all appointed

ways. Yea, the more we know of his perfe6l

love to us, the more we are difpofed to love him,

and to witnefs it in every thing we do. It be-

comes our ftudy to walk before him in all well

pleafing : for we find it our happinefs. Whether

we eat or drink, rife up, or lie down to reft, fol-

low our worldly caUing, or have any dealings

with men, we endeavour to do all in faith. This

makes the common things of life fpiritual aftions:

becaufe in them we maintain intercourfe with

God. This is indeed the heavenly temper of

the children of the moft High. They feek the

prefence, and the bleffings of their Father in

Jefus in all they do. They are taught to live in

a fimple dependence upon him. They acknow-

ledge this dependence by looking up to him for

every thing needful, and having received it by

giving him all his glory. Then they are returned

in heart and life to that God, from whom they

had departed by unbelief.

Moft bleffed return ! For now the old finful

nature with its affe£lions and lufts is pardoned,

and thereby they have loft their dominion. They
have no right to exercife their tyrauny any

longer. The bafe felfifli tempers, which ren-

dered a man a plague to others, and often a

burden to himfelf, are dethroned. The pardon-

ing
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;ng them is fubduing them. Thefe always go

together. They kept the undevftandhig in dark-

nefs, but now it is light in the Lord. They

blinded the confcicnce and made it infenfible,

but now it has feen its guilt, and.has found peace

with God. Tlie lieart was engaged in their fer-

vice, but now God has fet up his throne in it, _

and fvvcetly rules over the affeftions. Thus a

free pardon brings a riian into liberty. He ceafes

to be a (lave to his felfifh tempers. A full par-

don brings him full vi£lor}' over them : for then

he has the blood of Jefus to clcanfe him from all

/in, and the Spirit of Jefus to fubdue all fin. He
is taken into the proteftion of Chrift, and is his

free-man. None fliall make him a (lave. The
Spirit of Chrift rules in him, and makes him

willing to live under the reign of grace : He
dwells and abides with him to preferve in his

heart the love of God, and to produce in it the

proper fruits of that love towards men. Thus
he brings the finner to love the

Duties of the second table, which our

Lord has fummed up in one fentence-^-" Thoil

" flialt love thy neighbour as thyfelf." This

love was loft at the fall. Nothing is in mankind
by nature but felfiftuicfs. He is a flave to di-

verfe lufts and pletifures, living in malice and
envy, hateful and hating one another. Every

age has felt this malady, and complained of it.

But no human means have been able to remedv
Vol. L Y it.
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rt. Fine fvfteirts of ethics, and beautiful plan3

of natural religion have been tried j the aid of

ftrong rcafoning, aflifted with the forces of logic

and metaphyfics, has been called in, but all in

vain. Selfifli tempers broke through their cob-

web arguments, and fported with their imaginary

bonds. Sometimes they poliflied the outfide a
Ik tie, and made a man a courtier : he looked,

and fmiled, and feemed to love > but they did

not reach his heart. This is the prerogative of

the Lord God. He only, who made us crea-

tures, cau make us new creatures. And until

we are new born of God, we have every thing

in us oppofite to brotherly love. But when we
are born of the Spirit, then we are taught ofhim

to love one another. He teaches it, and he en-

forces it. His Icffons are entirely pra£lical. He
not only informs the underftanding, but alfo in-

fluences the affeftions. Having difpofed an'd

enabled the heart to love God, he evidences the

power of this di^'ine love by its genuine fruits

towards men. Thefe are infeparable from their

eaufe. Divijie love is never without brotherly

love I for fo far as the love of God is felt, it

produces loving tempers. It opens and enlarges-

the heart, as the warm beams of the fun open

end expand the flowers. The agency, which

performs ihh, is almighty. The holy Spirit

having begotten the new nature writes upon it

the law of love. He keeps it willing to refift

5 aad
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and makes it able to overcome, the felfifli tem-

pers of the old man. The apoftle Peter has

given us a delightful defcrlptlon of the manner

of the divine proceeding herein, i Pet. i. 21,22,

23. " Chrift v\-as manifeft in thofc laft times for

" you, who by him do believe in God, that

" raifed him up from the dead, and gave him

" glory, that your faith and hope might be in

" God : feeing ye have purified your fouls in.

" obeying the truth through the Spirit unto un-

" feigned love of the brethren, fee that ye love

" one another with a pure heart fervently : being

" born again, not of corruptible feed, but of in-

" corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth

" and abideth for ever." TheChriftians to whom
he writes were partakers of the new birth, they

were born again, not of corruptible feed, but of in-

corruptible. The holySpirit was the author oftheir

regeneration. The word of truth was the means,

which he made ufe of, they obeyed the truth

through the Spirit. By believing it theywere begot-

ten again to a lively faith and hope in God. They

evidenced their love to him by their unfeigned

love of the brethren : they loved him that begat,

and loved thofe alfo that were begotten of him.

From whence it appears, that the love of the

brethren is not in the heart by nature, but is

from the grace of the holy Spirit. He gives a

new heart, and he fheds abroad in it the love of

God, which by his influence works mightily in

Y z oppofing
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oppofing and overcoming our felfifli tempers, and

in eftablifliing the praftiee of fecond table duties.

Thefe fpring from divine love. The holy Spirit

joins them together, as the caufe and the effeft.

He teaches no man to love God without teaching

him alfo to love the brethren. He rains and

fhines upon the tree of love : under his cultiva-

tion it thrives : He brings forth the fweet and

loving tempers of the new man, and they bear

fruit abundantly. And blefTed fruit it is : for

God has great glory from it, and men much

good. Love thinketh, fpeaketh, and docth no

evil. Yea, it cannot be in the heart, without a

defire to do good to all men, efpecially unto

them that are of the houfliold of faith—to do good

to their bodies and fouls—'to give honor to whom
honor is due—to prefcrve their lives—their pro-

perty—their chaftity-their good name—to bear

no falfe witnefs, but always to fpeak the truth

/of them—and to covet none of their blcfllngs,

cither fpiritual or temporal. This is morality

—

chriftian morality—for it is learnt no where but

in the fchool of Chrift. What his Spirit teaches,

he enables alfo to perform, which moral perfua-

fion cannot. He gives a will and a power to

put off the felfifli tempers of the old man, and to

put oil the loving graces of the new man : Thefe

graces he preferves by his almighty agency, and

calls them into daily practice, through faith

working by love—love to God from a fenfe of

his
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his infinite goodnefs--and love to man for God's

fake. Thus the fecond table duties, when done

out of gratitude to God for his infinite mercies,

help the believer on in his walk heavenv>'ards,

and are the means of maintaining conftant fel-

lowfliip with his God.

Is this, O my foul, thy happy experience ?

Examine carefully. What are thy tempers ?

What is thy practice, with refpeft to loving thy

neighbour as thyfelf There is great complaint

in the world of the want of brotherly love. And
no wonder. It cannot be in them, who are

wholly lovers of themfelves. But may not the

fame complaint be taken up of the houfehold

and family of faith ? Are not the children of

the fame Father deficient in brotherly love ?

Yes, they are. Too, too often they live below
their privilege, and thereby bring great diflionor

upon God, and give great offence to men. Be
humbled, O my foul, for thine own failing.

Remember, what reafon thou haft to mourn for

the infirmities of thy love—how barren it is

in its proper fruits—how cold, when it fliould

be fervent—how polluted, when it fliould be

pure—how covetous, when it fliould be libe-

ral. Haft thou duly attended to the caufe

of this, and does it grieve thee to thy heart ^

Wouldft thou be faved from felf-love, and in-

creafe in brotherly love, yet more and more ?

Since this is thy cafe, meditate carefully upon
what is promifed, and pray carneftly for what is

provided,
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provided, for the fubduing of thofe tempers

which are enemies to brotherly love, and which

if not fubdued will hinder thee from enjoying

the love of God in thy walk with him.

Firft, Gonfiderthy ftate. Thou art a pardoned

flnner, not under the law, but under grace-

freely, fully faved from the guilt of all thy fins.

There is none to condemn, God having juftified

thee. He fees thee in his Son, wafhed in his

blood, clothed in his righteoufnefs and he em-

braces him and thee, the head and the mem-

bers with the fame affection.

Secondly, Confider what is promifed to them,

who are in Chrift. Sin fliall not have dominion

over them. Pardoned fin fhall not reign. It

cannot, for it is dethroned. Thou art therefore

free from its bondage. Stand faft in this liberty.

Now the condemning power of fin is taken out

of thy confcience, make ufe of thg grace pro-

vided in Jefus to deliver thine heart from the

love of it, and thy converfation from the flavifli

fervice of it. And remember this grace is al-

mighty. Truft in it, and thou flialt be faved

from the tyranny of every fin. Therefore

Thirdly, Read the great charter of grace, and

mark to what glorious privileges thou art en-

titled. Being faved from the guilt of all fin, and

having a promife of being faved from the domi-

nion of all fin, as the Lord's free-man, thou art

by faith to claim thy birth-right and to enjoy it.

Since Chrift has given thee liberty, to whom
fhouldft
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iliouldR Ihou be a flave ? Put off therefore tlie

old man with his lulls and deeds : fcrve him no

longer : it is a bleffed part of redemption to be

faved from his fcrvice. God be thanked, that

he may be put off, as a garment, whieh you

have done wath, and will put on no more.

Away with it, it is filthy and abominable alto.,

gcther. Yea worfe liill : the plague is in it.

Death and hell arc in it : for the old man, fmfui

nature, thus to be put off, is a body of fin, and

felfifli tempers are his members, fuch as anger,

wrath, malice, lies, inordinate aiTedion, evil

concupifcence, and covetoufnefs which is idola-

try. Thefe mufl be put ofF, or they will be al-

ways plotting and a£ting againft brotherly love.

Therefore the new man, renewed in the fpirit

of his mind, oppofes them, and is mighty through

God to mortify them. By the fame power he

put5 on, as the ele£l of God, holy and beloved,

bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humbJenefs of mind,

iTiecknefs,. long fufFering, forgivcnefs of injuries,

even as Chrift forgave him, fo he forgives : and

unto all thefe graces he puts on love, which is

the complete binding of them together. What
an amiable chara£lcr is here of the new man !

He is created anew in Chrift Jefus, that he may
cxercife every kind and benevolent temper to

the brethren. He is renewed in his heart to the

unfeigned love of them ; and is enabled to mani-

fed it by every work and labor of love. And
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leaft the vile tempers of the old man, ftill in be-

ing, although dethroned, ftiould get dominion

again, he is ftrengthened mightily by the Spirit

in the inner man to crucify them day by day.

Since this is hard work, confiding in continual

and fevere fclf-denial, no lefs then in cutting off

right hand, and in plucking out right eye, lufts;

for thine encouragement to perfevere, confider

Fourthly, that thou art iu Chrlft—a member
in his body-rand in him thou haft perfeft and

eternal redemption from the old man of fin with

his affeciions and lufts. The more this is be-

lieved, the more will the fruits of it appear.

Faith in the abfolute and everlafting victory

of thv glorified head v/ill animate thee as one

of his members to refill thy vanquifhcd foes,

knowing thou art a partaker of his victory,

and in his ftrength, and to his giory thou art

ijghting againft them. In him thou haft already

conquered. In him thou lhalt be more than a

conqueror. Reckon thyfelf therefore to be dead

indeed unto fin, but alive unto God /« Jefiis

Chrift thy Lord. And depend on him for the

power of his death, that he may put it forth in

thee, and mortify fin, and for the power of his

refarreftion to quicken thee to newnefs of life.

I hy commu'nion with him in his death and re-

furreclion will be in proportion to thy faith.

If thou believeft ftedfaftly, that thou art one with

him, thou wilt find the efFe8: of it in ftedfaft

communion.
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eommunion. Cleave them to h-im, as a branch

in the vine. Planted together in the likenefs of

his death, thou wilt find virtue coming from hini

to crucify thy fellilh tempers. Planted together

in the likenefs of his refurreftion-, thoif wilt find

virtue coming from him to' kete'p thfee> alive to

God. To this fellowfhip witH Jefws thou art

called. Thou haft aright to communicate with

him in his life and death. And whilft thou art

enjoying it by the faith of the Son of God, fm

fliall have no more dominion over thee, than if

has over him.' This being thy glorious birth-

right, O my foul, put honor upon 'it. Enjoy it

in the peace 'o^thy confeience, and in the love

of thy heart. Read thy perfe£l redemption in

Jefus from every thing oppofite to brotherly love;

and improve this thy experience. As there is

fufficient grace promifed and provided for thee,

fee thou make ufe of it and n;anifeft it openly in

thy tempers and in thy walk ! For confider

Fifthly, Thy God and Father calls upon thee

to give glory to him for his love to thee by exer-

cifing love towards the brethren : and thou ar£

bound to this by ten thoufand ties. Has he

loved thee freely, doft thou know it, and is the

grateful fenfe of it upon thy he^art ? How then

can it be hid ? It cannot; it will manifeft itfeJf^

as light does. The Father has chofcn thee in

his Son, that he might communicate " to thee of

his goodnefs, and he has made thee a child of

light.
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light, that thou mighteft refleft the rays of his

goodnefs upon others. Thou art to fliew forth

the praifes of him that hath called thee out of

darknefs into his marvellous light. He hath cal-

led thee out of the deadnefs and blindnefs of thy

natural ftate, and hath enlightened thee with the

Jight of life. How marvellous, that it fliould

ever fhine upon thee ! Marvellous indeed, that

thou fliouldft fliinc, as a light in the world

!

Admire this grace. Let others admire it with

thee by feeing the reality, and by feeling the

comfort of it. As the fun not only enlightens,

but alfo enlivens with his fruitful rays the face of

the earth, and cheers every creature upon it

:

fo let thy light fhine before men. Give them

clear proof of thy love to God by thy love to

them : let them feel the bleffed fruits of it, that

they may fee thy good works, and glorify thy

Father who is in heaven. Love in thy heart

will fhew itfelf. It will communicate its graci-

ous rays, and the Father of lights will have the

praife. This Ihould be thine end, as it is his.

He aims at his own glory in all his mercies:

this aim fliould be thine alfo. Thy Father calls

upon thee to do good to others, that he may be

glorified thereby. O what an high calling is

thine! What an honor does God put upon thee.

Thou art to bring him glory from men—from his

own children : for their bowels are to be re-

freflied by thee—and from others, that whereas

they
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they would fpeak againft thee as an evil-doer,

tl>ey may by thy good works which they fhall

behold glorify God in the day of vifitation.

Aim at this. Look at no motive to do good to

men below the glory of God. And remember,

thy doing it may be the means of his vifiting

them, as he vifited thee, with his great falva-

tion. O bleffed fruit of brotherly love; may it

be the happy effcEt of thy light fliining before

men. May God be daily honored by it, and the

comfort, and if it pleafe him, the falvation of

his people be thereby promoted. Yea, Lord,

this is my prayer. My heart fays, Jmen.

If thou findeft it very difficult to live in the

conftant praftice of brotherly love, meditate, O
my foul, upon the gofpel motives for an increafe

of faith, and feek for the promifcd afliftance to

enable thee to love others as God halh loved

thee. Above all expe£l the effectual teaching

of the Holy Ghoft. He only can write this de-

lightful law upon the heart—the fair impreffion

of it is kept by his power—and the exercife

of it in thy tempers and walk is the work of his

grace. O pray then for a conftant fupply of the

Spirit, that in all thy dealings with mankind it

may appear thou haft been with Jefus. Set his

moft amiable life before their eyes. Give them

rcafon to honor his beneficence, from thy copy

ing it legibly after him. Let his love to thee be

glorified from thy labor of love tp jhem. Study

to
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to fhew forth his praifes, and go about doing

good, as he did. And hereby convince the

world, that Jefus Chrift was the greateft mora-

lift, and that his difciples come the neareft to

the perfeft pattern of their mailer; as a poet of

pf our own obferves-—

TaIIc they of morah ? O thou bleeding love !

Thou maker of new morals to mankind !

The grand morality is love of thee.

The love of Jefus teaches -and enforces the

love of the brethren. The fpirit of Jefus

wrires it upon the heart, and makes it pra£lical

in the life. And thus the two tables are joined

together : and love to him that begat produces

love to them that are begotten- of him. When
the happy believer is v/alking in this love to his

Father and to his family, then he will live in the

oblervance of-the duties, which relate to himfelfi

•for he was taught them, when he returned in his

iieart to God. And every ftep he walks with

God is in the praftice of them.

The firft temptationwas an offer of indepen-

dence—" Ye fliall be as Gods"—man was drawn

away by it, and fell from his high eftate.- StiU

this another fin is fruitful in fallen man. In great

mercy there is a pardon provided, and in the

way of receiving the pardon, there is a remedy

for it. The infinite wifdom of God fo contrived

the way of our recovery, that witliout- Chrift we
can
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can do nothing. His falvation undertaken and

finillied for us, his falvation applied to us, the

bleffings of his falvation enjoyed by us in time>

and in eternity, are the free gifts of his free grace/

He is the author. He is the finiilier. He carries

it on from firft to laft. All our fufficiency is of.

him. We cannot without him fo much as think:

a good thought. Therefore his redeemed people

are brought off from all truft in any other objeti,

and are taught to place their whole dependence'

for falvation, and for every thing that accompa-

nies it, upon the Lord Jefus Chrift.

To this end the holy Spirit, the great con-

vincer of fin, had made them acquainted with

thcmfclvcs. He had awakened them to a right

knowledge of their ftate, of which they had not

been fenfible before ; and they found that they

were fallen and apoftate creatures. He fliewed

them fin in its exceeding finfulnefs, and they

tafted fome of the bitter fruits of it : they felt in

what a dreadful condition their departure from

God had left them—fo ignorant, that they could

not by any human means attain to the leaft fav-

ing knowledge of God—fo guilty, that let them

do all they could, ftill the condemning fentence

of the law ftoqd out againft them—fo unholy,

that foul and body were fold under fin, and ready

to every unholy word and work--fo utterly help-

Icfs, that it was impoffible they fliould of thcin-

fdvcs attain true happinefs, or cfcape defervcd

mifciy.
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mifery. The holy Spirit taught them thefe lef.

fons praftically. His convi£lion carried demon-

ftration with it. He not only made them feel

their guilt and their danger ; but he alfo opened

a way for pardon and fafety. He led them to

Jefus, and in him they found every thing needful

for their falvation—trcafured up for them by the

free covenant love of the Father—fecured to

them by the fulfilling of all covenant conditions

in the life and death of the God-man—and re-

ceived by the faith of the operation of the holy

Ghoft : by whom they were made new creatures

in Chrift Jefus—members under him their head-

united as intimately as the branches are to the

vine—and living by, and in, and on him, every

moment, and for every thing. Thus the glorifier

of Jefus teaches all his members to depend upon

the fulnefs of their head, and he abides with

them in order to keep them in this dependence.

He teftifies to them of Jefus—" He is your whole

" falvation, your all in all ; you have not, you

" never will have, any thing to glory in, but in

" the Lord—whatever good you receive comes

" from his grace—whatever evil you efcape, is

" from his blefling—and if ever you have eternal

life, it will be the free gift of God in Chrift

Jefus. Your bodies alfo are dependent on him,

" as well as your fouls : perfonal, family, natio-

" nal mercies are his royal favors, and beftowed

" out of his fovcreign bounty." Thus he teaches

believers.
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believers. He humbles them, that they may
exalt the Saviour. lie makes them poor in fpi-

rit that they may live upon his riches. He keeps

them fenfible of their own emptinefs, that they

may be making conftant ufe of the Saviour's ful-

nefs, and living in an abfolute dependence upon

him for every thing. While they live thus by

the faith of the fon of God, every high thought

is brought into fubje61ion to him. Pride is daily

mortified. Self-complacency is abhorred. Self-

admiration is abominable. Humility is become

their clothing, and they cannot put it off : be«

caufe every moment they are making ufe of it.

Sins, wants, miferies, temptations, &c. are conti-

nually reminding them of their vilcnefs, and of

God's goodnefs. And this truth, enforced by

the holy Spirit, makes them willing to learn of

Jefus to be meek and lowly. They become

teachable fcholars, and fit very low at his feet,

where they attain to true humility of heart. And
this inHuences their whole behaviour. In a deep

and abiding fcnfe of their entire fmfulnefs and

helplelTnefs they loath thernfelves before God,

and walk humbly before men. They feel they

are of thernfelves nothing but fin, and if left to

themfelves can be nothing but mifcry, therefore

they put their whole truft and confidence in a

covenant God, and his free grace has from them:

all its glory.

What
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What Is thy knowledge, O m}- foul, and what

is thine experience of this chriftian poverty of

fpirit? Art thou acquainted with it in the ground

of thine heart,' and is it in thy daily practice ?

Examine thyfelf, and with diligence : for it is a

moft bleffed grace, advanced to high honor in the

court of Jefus. To it he has made many exceed-

ing great and precious promifes. O pray to him

for this royal gift. Wait on thy divine prophet,

and hear his leflbns. He teaches, as man can-

not. He recommends : He gives, the grace of

humility. He makes his fcholars truly humble

in heart. Obferve his abafing doftrine, and may

all within thee bow to the power of it.

Obferve, how he humbles the fmner. He con-

vinces him of his fmful ftate, of the corruption

of his whole nature, and of the depravity of

every faculty -of foul and body. The fmner is

made to feel it and to live under the fenfe of it.

And in order to faften the convi£lion, clearer

difcoveries are daily made of this corruption : for

it is a myftery of iniquity. There is no tracing

to the bottom its deep laid devices, and never

ceafing workin";s. The heart is deceitful above

all things and defperately wicked- who can

know it? There is not a man upon earth, who
knows all that may be known of the exceeding

linfulncfs of fm, and^of his own finfulnefs. When
the Lord who fearchcth the heart has laid open

fome of its infinite evil, he continues to difcover

4 more.
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more. Every day brings to light ftrangc work-

ings of corruption. The convinced Tinner has

deeper views of his helplefTnefs, and of his un-

worthinefs. And after many vain legal trials, he

at laft finds it impoflible for him to do any thing,

for which God fliould pardon him and fave him.

Thus he is laid low with his mouth in the duft

—

Behold, I am vile, filthy and abominable altoge-

ther, I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft and

afhes.

Thefe are the humbling leflTons, which the

holy Spirit teaches. He convinces the finner,

that there is neither help nor hope in himfelf, and

fo leaves him nothing to truft in, but the falva-

tion provided in Jefus by covenant love, and

given freely by grace. And the manner of re-

ceiving this falvation is fuch as cuts off all occa-

fion of boafting : For faith is the only means ap-

pointed of God,—and faith is his gift—not be-

ftovved upon the worthy but upon the ungodly

—

not for any merit in them, or for any terms or

conditions, which they have performed or ever

will perform, but by an a6t of abfolute fove-

reignty to the praife of the glory of his own
grace. He will have mercy, becaufe he will

have mercy. O humbling confideration ^ How
low does it bring the finner ! How muft his proud
heart be abafed, while he feels himfcif a debtor

for every thing good to the mere will and plea-

fure of God. And fo long as he enjoys thofe

Vol I. Z '

good



554 WALK OF FAITH-.

good things, he is kept poor in fpirit : Becaufe

he has none of them in himfelf. They are laid

up in the fuinefs of Jefus, are to be had from

thence only by faith, and are received as the

fenfe of his wants leads the believer to make ufe

of them. Living by faith is the death of felf-

impcrtance. Then the loftinefs of man is bowed
down, the haughtinefs of man is made low, and

the Lord alone is exalted.

Obferve, O my foul, what an honor God has

put upon this grace. " Before honor is humi-

lity." Whom God honors he humbles firft. He
giveth grace to the humble : Becaufe the humble

give him all his glory. Thehigheft throne which

he has upon earth is in the humbleft heart. To
it he vouchfafes his conftant prefence, and makes

the greateft communications of his love :
" For

" thus faith the high and lofty One that inhabit-

" cth eternity, whofe name is holy, I dwell in the

" high and holy place, with him alfo that is of a

" contrite and humble fpirit, to revive the fpirit

" of the humble, and to revive the heart of the

" contrite ones." O what an honoris here3)ro-

mifed to the humble ! The greateft they can have

on this fide of heaven. God will dwell with

them; and what a bleffing ! and his temple fhall

be in the humble heart. The high and holy one

pafTes by what is in higheft efteem among men.

He ftains the pride of human greatnefs and good-

nefs. He does not vouchfafe to fet up his throne

with
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\vith the princes, nor to give his honor to the

learned, of the world. But he puts honor upon

the contrite and humble. He condefcends to

vifit them, yea he delights to dwell with them,

and in them—the highert: above all heavens in

the loweft hearts.- There he communicates his

choiceft love and richeft favors. O my God, be-

ftow upon me this grace, which in thy fight is

fo precious. Hurtible me that I may be revived

with thy prefence, and refrefhed daily with thy

love. Give me more humility) and fit me for

nearcr fellowlliip with thee. Bring down every

high thought, and let me find it true, that God
refifteth the proud, but giveth more grace unto

the humble.

Thus the true poverty of fpirit is needful, not

only to bring the finner to Chrifi, but alfo to pre-

ferve the believer in communion with him: For

fo long as he walks by faith, every thing will

tend to promote this communion. In the daily

fenfe of his wants, he w'lW go to his bountiful

Saviour for a fupply. In the feeling of his mi-

fery, he will depend on his loving Saviour for re-

lief : whereby he will be led to more intercourfe

with h^m. What he finds wrong in himfelf will

bring him to live more by faith, and as faith in-

creafes, fo will his delight in God. He will

grow more fenfible of his weaknefs, and that will

make him ftronger in the Lord. He will know
more of his own heart, which will humble him

and keep him dependent on the gracd of Jefus,

Z 2 He
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He will fee reafon not to lean to his own under-

ftanding, but ever to pray. Lord, guide me by

thy good Spirit. Viewing fpots and blemilhes

in his beft doings, his triumph will be, " I will

" make mention of thy righteoufnefs. Lord Jefus,

" even of thine only." Thus every thing will

humble him, and lead him to live more by faith

;

by which means he will get faftcr hold of Jefus,

live in nearer fellowfliip, and be receiving out of

his fulncfs grace for grace—two graces at once

—the blclTing needed—and thankfulnefs for it.

Hereby a fweet intercourfe will be kept open.

To the humble God delights to give grace, and

they delight to return him his glory. The more

he gives, the more glory would they gladly return.

Afid he does give more, and he receives it back

again in thanks and praife. Blefled grace ! by

which this holy fellowfliip is maintained. Happy

humility ! by which the heart being emptied of

felf is made capable of receiving the fulnefs

which is of God. Then is the promife fulfilled

—

" Blefled, arc the poor in fpirit for theirs is

" the kingdom of heaven-"—it is theirs now

—

not only in title, but alfo in pofl"eflrion : for the

kingdom of God is within them. And they are

partakers at prefent of its blefl^mgs and glories,

as truly, though not fo perfeftly, as they will be

in heaven. Meditate, O my foul, upon this di-

vine grace. Thou feeft the necefliity of it, O pray

earncftly for it, and for more of it. The great

idol SELF mi.ift be dethroned, where God reigns.

Thou
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Thou canft not walk with him, unlefs thou art

humble in heart. And if thou haft been walk-

ing with him, thou wilt be taught to ftop, when-

ever thou beginneft to look at thyfelf with admi-

ration. O beg of the Lord then to give thee the

true gofpel poverty of fpirit. It is to be in con-

ftant practice and ufed for every thing : for thou

feeft how it keeps up fellowfliip with God, who

makes the greateft communications of himfelf to

the humbleft. And the reafon is plain : becaufe

they return him all his glory. If therefore thou

wouldft have much grace in exercife, pray for

much humihty. O my God, whatever thou

giveft, give humility with it, that I may not feek

felf in it, but thine honor, nor lay it out upon

niyfelf, but to thy glory. Meek and lowly Jefusy

make me like thyfelf : keep me learning of thee,

till I am perfe£tly like thee, J would come al-

ways poor to thee to receive of thy riches, and

to receive Vvith them an humble heart to praife

thee for them. O let thy glory be mine end and

aim. Let mc and mine be thine—I humbled

—

thou exalted. Let thy graces and gifts bring

thee in a conftant revenue of praife. And may
thine increafing goodnefs be joined with a con-

ftant increafe of humility, that my heart and all

within me may blefs and praife thy holy name to

da)', and for ever. Amen. And
Let this appear in my whole behaviour to

Others. This is another blclTcd fi'uit of humility^

It
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It has an influence over the believer's intercourfe

with mankind, and renders his tempers and man^
ners loving and amiable. Pride was not mad©
for man, and yet it is in all men, and is the chief

parent of human woe. It fets people above their

place, and makes them think, that they could

fupport the greatcft fortunes, and are able to

manage the moft difficult affairs. Others, as

proud as they, deny them their fancied fuperio-

rity. Hence come wars and fightings, public

and private. The fw:eet grace of humility is fent

from heaven to relieve thofe diflrelTes : for into

whatever bofom it enters, it renders men kind to

one another, tender hearted, ready to every good

word and work. Thus runs the divine exhorta-

tion :
" Be ye kindly affectioned one to another

" with brotherly love, in honor preferring one

" another." This is heart-humility, which the

holy Spirit requires, and vi^hich he beftows. He
brings his difciples into humble fubjecfion ta

God, and then to one another : which has the

moft happy effefls upon public, focial, and pri-

vate happinefs. How would thefe flourifh, if all

men were of a meek and quiet fpirit } But there

is none of this among the unconverted, and alas!

liow little is there among believers ? How often

are they found in the proud fpirit of the world ?

ii£ling contrary to the lowly fpirit of Jefus. And
yet it is not for want of precept, nor for want of

promifcd help : but it is becaufe they are no^

walking
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walking by faith, as becometh the gofpel, nor

out of love to Gi?d's glory ftudying to recom-

mend humility by their praftice. Obferve, O
my foul, the remedy provided of God for the fub-

duing of all felfifh tempers, and pray that it may

be efFe6lual in thy life and converfation. " Do
" ye think that the fcripture faith in vain. The
" fpirit that dwelleth in'us lufteth to envy: B-ut

" God gi'vetb more grace, wherefore he faitli,

" God refilleth the proud, but giveth grace unto

" the humble." This fcripture cannot fpeak in

vain : for fallen man is certainly fuch as he is

here defcribed. The fpirit that dwelleth in him,

in his own nature, lufteth to envy—a pafliou

made up of pride and difcontent—offended with

God—and difpleafed with the blefflngs, which

he beftows upon men. It is an enemy to the

love both of God and man, and tranfgreffes the

kiw of both tables. Pride brouglit it into heaven,

and the fallen angehs brought it into this world.

Ever fmce it entered by lin, natural corruption

breaks out very much in envy. But God giveth

more grace, to conquer this paflion, than fmful

nature has to put it forth. He not only gives

grace to pardon it, but alfo more grace to fubdue

it : fo that envy lofes its dominion in the reign of

grace. W.e cannot fubdue, any more than we
can pardon, envy, pride, and fuch paffions, but

grace is almighty. Want ever fo much, ufe ever

fo much, God has ftill more for you. And he

gives more, when the creature is humbled

enough
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enough to take it out of the hands of his mercy.

Thus he overcomes envy :
« For he refifteth the

" proud," he is at open war with them, and

they with him. Pride lifts up the creature

againft the Creator ; and puts it upon feeking

happinefs out of God : this is rcfifting his fove-

reignty, attacking his providence, and oppofing

his law. He is concerned to pull fuch rebels

(lown, and he fays their pride goeth before de-

ftruftion :
" But he giveth grace unto the

" humble"—he gives them grace to humble

Ihem, and being emptied, he delights to fill

them : for then they are difpofed to receive his

grace, and to value it. Whatever God gives,

the humble give it back again to him. They

have the blefling, he has the praife : which is

the juft tribute due to him for his gifts. And he

gives more grace, v^'here he can get more glory.

Thus he fubdues felf conceit with its various

proud workings. And as grace reigns over them,

humility prevails ; which has a friendly afpe£t

towards mankind. It keeps brotherly love in

the heart, and tends mightily to the practice of

every fecial virtue. Humility fufFereth long and

is kind, humility envieth not ; humility vaunt-

eth not itfelfj is not puffed up ; doth not behave

itfelf unfeemly ; feeketh not her own ; is not

eafily provoked ; thinketh no evil.

Confider, O my foul, thofe motives to an holy

walk. Put them all together. Weigh them

carefully, again and again. Do it faithfully as

in
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in the prefence of God. And then try, whether

thou art walking in the way of duty with a free

fpirlt. Doft thou proceed upon evangelical or

upon legal principles ? Doft thou ferve God for

wages, or for love ? Examine thy heart. God
looks chiefly at it. How is it in duty? Is thine

obedience to jultify thee in the leaft, or does it

fpring from a fenfe of thy being juftified freely

and fully.? Art thou going about to eftablifh

thine own righteoufnefs, or doft thou fubmit to

the righteoufnefs of God ? Art thou working

from life, or for life } I require thee to ex-

amine diligently by the light of the word, and

by the teaching of the holy Spirit, what thy

motives are : For there is no acceptable obe-

dience, but what is done in faith : Whatfoever

js not of faith, is fin. If thou art a£ling aright

the love of Chrift is conftraining thee to obe-

dience. Thou art living under the influence of

free-grace. Thy confcience is at peace with

God. Thou haft fvt^eet liberty to ferve him

without fear. Thy heart delights in his fcrvice,

and love makes his ways the joy of thy foul.

Thou knoweft what Jacob felt, when he ferved

feven years for Rachel, and they feemed unto

him but a few days for the love he had to her.

A gofpel-fpirit does the fame to God—love

makes long fervice fliort—and hard fervice eafy.

Nothing is pain, which love docs. And this is

gofpcl obedience. It is faith working by love,

which refines duty into a grace ; the command-

ments
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ments are exalted into privileges ; the ordinances

become happy means of fellowfhip with God.

The believer meets God in them, and by free

converfe he exercifes and improves his love. He
draws near to God, and God draws near to him

in prayer, in praife, in hearing the word, at the

Lord's fupper, and in all fabbath duties. In

thefe ways God manifefts his gracious prefcnce,

pnd the believer rejoices in it. God communi-

cates his graces, and the believer receives them

with thankfulnefs. , O my foul, pray before duty

for much of this communion with God in it.

Seek it as the one great end of all duty. And
if thou findeft it, blefs and praife the goodnefs of

thy God. But ftill feek to be more fpiritual and

evangelical, that the fruits of thy fellowlhip

with God may appear in thy praftice of the

duties of the fecond tabic. Love to God will

manifeft itfelf by love to men: .For the holy

Spirit teaches all his difciples to love one another,

and he teaches cffe6laally. Me not only makes

them underftand, what brotherly love is, but he

,^lfo gives it. They become partakers of the

grace, and are enabled to practife it. Thus he

yecommends and enforces his leffons. He ren-

ders his fcholars kind to one another, and tender

hearted. He puts forth his mighty power, and

fubdues the vile felfiih tempers of the old man,

and brings into ufe the benevolent tempers of

the new man. While he carries on the gracious

Tjvork his difciples grow more acquainted with

thernfclvcs.
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thcmfelves, and learn heart humility. He makes

them feel their fallen ftate, their finfulnefs and

their danger ; in the fenfe of "their guilt and of

their diftance from God they are willing to re-

ceive Chrift for their whole falvation, and then

to enjoy in him, all the bleflings of the Father's

love in earth and heaven.

If thou findeft it difficult, O my foul, to wallc

according to this rule : If to obey from love to

God—to love men for God's fake--and in the

fenfe of thine own vilenefs to be humbled to the

duft—If thefe be hard leflbns ; confider what

makes them fo. Where is the difficulty ? Is it

not in thyfelf ? And is it not chiefly in thy not

ufing and not bringing into practice the princi-

ples advanced in the former chapters. Duty

muft be hard, if the fpring of obedience .be not

in motion ; but if this a£t freely, then all will go

on well.

Thy whole condu£l through life depends upon

the nature of the falvation, of which thou art a

partaker by grace. Confider it attentively. The
growing knowledge of it will engage thine affec-

tions to a willing obedience. Is it not a comr

plete falvation—an abfolutely perfe£l work—yea
the greateft work of God } Becaufe all the reft

come from it, and lead to it. Is it not the in-

finitely wife contrivance of the eternal Three,

for which everlafting glory is to be given to

every divine attribute When every other work
pf God fliall ceafe, for this all heaven will to

5 eternity



3(54 WALK or FAITH.

eternity be afcribing honor and blefling and

pratfe to Father, Son, and Spirit. Attend, O
my foul, to the fcripture account of this falva-

tion. Review the glory of it. Read again and

again the revealed defcriptions of it, till thy heart

te fatisfied, that this falvation is as perfect and

complete, as the Lord God almighty could make
it. This is its character. Haft thou ftudied it

well, and art thou well grounded and eftablifhed

in the belief of it ? Mind : this is the foundation.

If this totter, fo will all the fuper-ftrufture. O
pray then, and be earneft in prayer that God
would enlarge thy views of the infinitely glorious

and everlaftingly perfect falvation, which is in

Chrift Jefus.

As thou groweft more acquainted with it,

thou wilt fee lefs reafOn to be difcouraged at the

experience of what thou art in thyfelf. It is a

falvation for finners—fuch as thou art—and no

way differing from thee. Only when they are

called to the knowledge of the truth, they are

acquainted with their fallen ftate, are made fen-

lible of their helplelTnefs and of their mifery, but

are made willing to caft their fouls at God's com-

mand upon the Lord Jefus, trufting to the peace

which he made by the blood of the crofs. And
art not thou in the happy number of thefe re-

deemed finners ? Doft not thou believe the re-

cord, which God hath given of his Son, and

look upon it as thy lawful warrant—to make ufe

of what is laid up in the fulnefs of Jefus—thine

I to
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to take freely—thine to ufe fully—the more the

better—thine for receiving, without any condi-

tion or any qualification ? He loves to give, and

without money or moneys worth. He thinks

himfflf honored by the penfioners of his grace,

who bring nothing to recommend them.felves,

but their fins and miferies, and yet trufl: in his

promifed relief Herein he glories. When they

come to him believing, he beftows his royal

gifts upon 6very one of them : And fo far as

they believe, he withholds nothing that .is need-

ful for their holy walk in the way of duty.

Thefe are the principles, which thou art to

bring into praftice. Carry them, O my foul,

into every a£t of obedience. Go to prayer and

every duty with this faith, that thou art in

Chrift, and in him a partaker of his finiflied

falvation. Then the Father's love to the will be

manifeft, and thou wilt have fweet fellowlliip

with him in all thine approaches to the throne

—

Whatever thou undertake!!:, forget not this lead-

ing truth. If thou lofe fight of it, thou wilt get

into darknefs : If thou art not influenced by it,

thou wilt be brought into bondage. Upon this

abfolutely perfe£l falvation thou art to live by

faith upon earth, and thou w'ilt have nothing

elfe to live upon by fenfe in heaven. Trading

to the complete work of Jefus thou art to walk

with thy God in time, as thou wilt follow the

Lamb in eternity, receiving all out of his ful-

lacfs, O view him in this light, and it will have

th«
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the happieft effeas upon thy daiJy walk. While
thou art receiving from him grace for grace,

thou wilt live with him in fweet friendfliip, duty

will be the way and means of enjoying the love

of thy divine friend, and the more thou art in

his company the more delightful will be the

way of his commandments. Thefe are thy pri-

vileges. Read the promifes concerning them.

Call to mind what thy Father in Jefus has en-

gaged to give his children. Has he not pro-

vided grace fufficient for them ? And is it not

for his honor, as well as thy profit, that he

fhould give both the will and the power to walk

humbly with him ? O plead his promifes. Bind

him with his faithfulnefs. Be importunate with

him, and pray without ceafing. Let this be thy

daily plea.

O my God, order my walk according to thy

holy word. It is thy mind and will, that I

fliould love thee with all my heart, and foul,

and mind, and ftrength, and my neighbour as

myfclf : but I am not fufficient for thefe things.

There is no pure love in my foul by nature.

Every afFe£tion in me is turned from the Creator

to the creature. I am in bondage, a flave to

lufl:, fold under fm. I cannot love thee, infi-

nitely lovely as thou art, until thou break my
bonds afunder, and fet my foul at liberty. But

being now redeemed from guHt and fear, I am
"become thy freeman ; and for the unfpeakable

redemption that is in Jefus, thou wouldft have

me
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me to ferve thee. Blefled be thy holy name for

requiring mine obedience upon this fweet motive,

—" I am the Lord your God, who brought you

" out of the land of Egypt and out of the houfe

" of bondage." On this account obey me : be-

caufe I am the Lord your God, and I ftand re-

lated to you, as your redeemer from flavery. O
my gracious God and Father, I defire upon this

motive to keep thy commandments, I believe

thou art my God in Jefus, and through him I

have redemption from bondage to my fins and

enemies. With this free fpirit would I always

go to duty : but I cannot walk in this liberty,

any more than I could at firft attain it, without

thy grace. O my God, kt the fpirit of adoption

abide with me, that he may draw me nearer to

thee in thy ways and ordinances, and I may in

•hem enjoy more of thy prefence, and of the

light of thy countenance. Thee I feek in them.

Thou art the end of all ways and means : and

if they lead me not to thee, I go empty away.

Gracious God, make thy commandments the

joy of my heart, and let them be the means of

keeping up holy intercourfe and happy fellow-

fhip with thee. This my heart pants after.

Duty without this is nothing worth. I wait in

thine appointed ways for the vifits of thy grace,

hoping to grow in knowledge and faith, in hope

and love. The communion, which I have en-

joyed, has increafed my longing. My foul is a

thirft for God, praying to be more with thee,

and



368 WALK OF FAITH.

and more like thee. And is not this what thou

requireft, and what thou haft promifed to do

for me ? Grant me then, my gracious God, the

prayer of my heart. In all my duties let me
enjoy thy prefence, and communications of thy

love. Let me do them in faith, and with a

fingle eye to thy glory. Let me be thus fpiri-

tual and heavenly minded in them, that I may
grow up into Chrift Jefus in all things.

And I defire, holy Father, to grow in love to

thee, that I may manifeft the fruits of it by my
love to mankind. Pardon every felfifli temper,

which is oppofite to the love of the brethren :

And teach me to love them, as thou haft loved

me. Whatever thou haft promifed, fulfil in me.

Make me, O thou Spirit of love, like the loving

Jefus. Give me his benevolent tempers, and

help me to imitate his beneficent aftions. Let

his love to me be the pattern of my love ta

them. Since thou haft in much mercy made me
a child of light, O let me fliine before men, that

they may fee and feel my good works, and may

glorify thee for them. And the more thou doeft

in me, and by me, humble me ftill more, O
my God. Keep me meek and lowly, always

ready to .give the glory of all my mercies to the

Three in Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, to

whom be equal, honor and praife for ever and

ever. Amen.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Tf.'e believer goes on his way rejoicing in God.

APPY is the man, to whoiii it is giv'cn on

the behalf of Chrift to believe. He has the blefs'-

ing of peace. He is reconciled to God through

faith in the blood of Jefus : And he is freely

juftified through faith in* the righteoufnefs of

Jefus. The Father has accepted him in his be-

loved Son, and it is the joy of his foul to know

It ; therefore he loves God, becaufe God firfi

loved him. In the enjoyment of this love he

finds his heaven begun. By the fame Spirit, who
manifefted it and Ihed it abroad in his heart,

he is kept feeking for more difcoveries of it.

In every appointed means he waits. As the

hdrt panteth after tKe water-brooks, fo pantetli

his foul after more of the prefence of God,

and of the light of his loving countenance.

Having a command—--Seek ye my face

he obeys it from his heart : but his chief view in

obedience is to behold the face of the Lord turn-

ed to him in love. He wants fellowfliip with

God in duty, which highly ennobles and alfo

endears it to him. He performs it in faith, and

in a free fpirit. He goes to it^ as a beloved

Vol. I. A a child
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child to a moft loving parent : and his heavenly

Father meets him in it, receives him gracioufly,

fpeaks to his heart, and makes him fenfible,

that he can deny him no manner of thing, which

is good. Hence the ways of duty become ways

of plcafantnefs. The farther he advances in

them, and. the more fpiritual he grows in the

performance of them, he finds clearer communi-

cations of his Father's grace and love, which ftill

increafe his joy, andfcfford him furer eamefts,

and happrer foretaftes of joy unfpeakable and

full of glory.

As for the ungodly it is not fowith them. They

are always feeking after joy. They are bufy, and

weary themfelves in the purfuit of it, but they

cannot find it. While they are turned in heart

from the Lord, they look downwards for it

;

where it is not. They expe£l it will fpring out

of the ground: and if they cannot difcover it up-

on the furface, they will dig into the bowels of

the earth for treafures of hidden joy. But they

difquiet themfelves in vain. It is the fovereign

decree of the almighty, that nothing can make a

fmner truly happy but God in Chrift : this they

will not believe i and therefore they go from crea-

ture to creature, from objeftto obje6t, enquiring.

Where is the beft joy to be found? Each promifcs

them— it is in me. But each difappoints them.

And yet tiicy go on, feeking It to-day in tha^t yery

thing,
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thing, which deluded them yefterday. Yea,

their foolifli hearts are wilHngly deluded. They

love to be purfuing tvhat it is irapoflible they

lliould attain. If after many trials they find the

emptinefs of one creature comfot-t, then they turn

to another. And they will try the whole com-

pafs of beings and things, and will at laft die in

the trial, rather than feek for joy, where it is

holy, perfect, and everlafting.

The believer is faved from this vain purfuit.

He has been convinced of the infufficieiicy of the

creature to make him happy. He has feen an

end of all perfeftion in it. He can fay with the

royal preacher, " Vanity of vanities, all is va-

" nity"— all is changeable and imperfe£l under

the fun } for the whole world lieth in wicked-

nefs and under the curfe. Deeply fenfible of

his error in having fought for joy in the way of

deftruttion, he now feeks it in the living God.

Here he comes to the fupreme good, the fpring-

licad of true joy : and the ftreams which he re-

ceives from thence are always in proportion to

liis faith. If this be ftrong, there is great joy in

the foul. If this be weak, joy is at a low ebb.

The efFe£l: is according to the caufe which pro>-

duces it. Joy in God is the efFeft of faith; ac«

cording to the apoftle's prayer, " Now the God
" of hope fill you with all joy in believing."

There is a prefent fulnefs of joy which we have

A a a by
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by believing, as there is a future fulnefs of jo}*,

which we fliall have by fenfe. So that joy rifcs

as believing does—fulnefs of believing brings in

ALL Joy—prefent enjoyment increafing as the

title to future is clear. The prefeiit is the divine

pledge of the future, and is therefore given ua,

that by believing wc may now rejoice in the

Lord, and be glad in the God of our falvatLon.

From hence it appears, how necelTary it is to

the behever's walking in joy, that his underlland-

ing fliould be clearly enlightened with the know-

ledge of the doclrines of grace, and that his

heart fhould be eftablifhed in the belief of them.

Thou canit not, O my foul, review them too

mvtch, nor meditate upon them too long : for

tbey enter into the very efTence of all true joy.

Study the gofpel method of making reconcilia-

tion for iniquity, which was the work of Im-

ananuel, and of reconciling man to God, which

is the work of the holy Spirit. Has he done this

in thee, and art thou reconciled to God ? Is thy

cbnfcience at peace, is thine heart happy through

faith in the atonement and righteoufnefs of thy

Saviour ? Art thou fatisfied of thy perfe6l ac-

ceptance ii> 'the beloved ? Doft thou therefore

obey thy Father out of gratitude, and go to

duty to meet him, and to have fellowfliip with

him in his love, and to glorify him for it. Doft

ihou .find his profencc } Is he with thee in all

means,
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jneans, and art thou feeking in them for nearer

and more intimate communion with him? Since

this is thy cafe, what return wilt thou make for

fuch ineftimable favors ? Surely thou wilt be

glad in the Lord, and wilt rejoice in the God of

thy falvation. Being at peace with him, and a

partaker of his love—waiting for the eftablifli-

jng of this peace and love in the way of obe-

dience, and expc£ting more communion with thy

God in the way of duty, who can have greater

reafon to rejoice ? A faved fmner, delivered by

mere grace from wrath and hell, entitled to all

fpiritual bleffings in Chrift Jefus, and already

admitted to partake of them, may fmg and make

melody in his heart all the way to heaven. And
yet alas ! how often art thou, O my foul, in hea-

vinefs, walking in diflrefs and caft down, as if

thy hope of rejoicing was in vain. And this is

not thy caff alone. It is too common. How
many of God's children fpend their days in a

mournful frame, and fcem to forget their high

calling and undoubted title to the fulncfs of joy.

Meditate a little upon the ingratitude of this be-

haviour, and may the gofpel motives to rejoice

in the Lord alvvays be the means of faving thee

from an unthankful and mournful temper.

Firft obferve, he requires it of thee. The

fcripture fpeaks much of the holy joy of believ-

ers, and calls for it. They are in duty bound \q

be
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be glad in their God, as much as to pray to him:

For he is always beftowing mercies upon them,

which demand their everlafting tribute of thanks :

and they cannot be thankful without being joy-

ful. How clofely were thefe two united in the

holy Pfalmift ? None ever more famous for praifr

ing God, or for rejoicing in God. What he felt

irimfelf he often exhorts the redeemed to expe-r

rience :
" Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous :

" for praife is comely for the upright : Light is

5' fown for the righteous, and gladnefs for the

" upright in heart : Rejoice in the Lord ye

" righteous, and give thanks at the remem'

brance of his holinefs :" Remember his righte-

oufnefs and holinefs, how great they are, and

how great the grace is, which has found out a

way to make you righteous and holy : Remember

thofe bleflings with faith, and your hearts will

be glad, and your mouth will praife God with

joyful lips. What a fenfe had the prophet of

thofe bleflings, when he broke forth into this

acknowledgment ? " { will greatly rejoice in the

*' Lord, my foul fliall be joyful in my God : for

*' he hath clothed me with the garments of fal-

" vation, he hath covered me with the robe of

righteoufnefs, as a bridegroom decketh him-

" felf with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth

" herfelf with her jewels." Thefe are the wed-

^'mg garments, with which the heavenly bride-

groom
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•room adorns his church, and in which he in-

troduces her to the eternal banquet of love.

BleflTed are they who are called to the marriage

fupper of the Lamb. Blefled are they indeed :

for they are arrayed in royal robes : their fouls

are all glorious with the beauties of Immanuel,

with his divine righteoufnefs and matchleis

graces. They have reafon now to rejoice great-

ly: For they fhall foon come to Sion with fongs,

and cverlafting joy upon their heads : they fljall

obtain joy and gladnefs, and forrow and fighing

(hall flee away for ever. Thefo fcriptures prove

evidently, that believers are called upon to re-

joice : It is their bounden duty to be glad in

their God, for they are not living like his chil-

dren, and making up their happinefs in their

Father's love, unlefs they are rejoicing in his

rich and everlalling blefTmgs : For

Secondly, Joy arifcs from the fenfe of fomq

good. Joy in God arifes from the fenfe of his

being our chief good, and of our intereft in him.

And this is the joy of faith : Which is not in the

Icall like the light frothy joy of the fenfualift,

nor the wanton mirth of the unthinking multi-

tude. It is not drawn, as worldly joy is, from

vain perilhing things, but from the word of God,

which ftandeth fall for ever. It fprings from the

revelation of grace and mercy in Jefus; and from,

giving credit to it. Whoever honors its teftimony.
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as the truth of God, Avill be convinced, that he

trufting to the atonement of Jefus fliall never

peiifn, and trufting to the righteoufnefs of Jefus

fliall have everlafting life. Hence come joy and

peace in believing. The confcience is reconciled

to God, and is at peace. The heart is made

fenfible of the love of God, and rejoices in him.

This was the experience of the fweet finger of

Ifrael in the 33d Pfalm :
" Our heart fliall re-

" joice in the Lord, because we have trufted

in his holy name." This is a good reafon.

Whoever truft in God will certainly rejoice in

God: For by trufting in his word, and by de-

pending upon his faithfulnefs, he cannot be dif-

appointed of the good things, which God has

promifed. We have an inftance of this in a

trembling defpairing finner, who had drawn his

dagger, and was plunging it into his heart. In

that moment he heard of Jefus. It was given

him to feel his want of a Saviour—Sirs, fays he

to Paul and Silas, what muft I do to be faved ?

And they faid. Believe in the name ^ the Lord

Jefus Chrift, and thou flialt be faved and thy

houfe. And they preached "Unto him theword
of the Lord, and to all that were in his houfe.

And he took them the fame hour of the night and

waflied their ftripes, and was baptized, he and

all his ftraightway. And when he had brought

them into his houfe-, he fet meat before them,

and
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.and REjoiGED believing. O what a happy-

change was here, and made by believing ! The

felf-murderer forgets his bloody defign, and

drops his dagger. He hears of a pard6n and be-

lieves. His black defpair gives way to fweet

peace in God. His mifery ends in the know-

ledge of a joyful falvation. How blefi'cd arc

they that believe ! God has pronounced them,

and God will make them bleflcd. There is no

mifery deferved, but by faith they are faved

from it i and no good promifed, but by faith

they may now enjoy it : They have therefore all

the reafon to rejoice, that any pcrfon can have

on this fide of heaven. For

Thirdly, This joy is diftinguiflicd from tliC

vain joy of the world, by its author. It is the

gift of God. It is one of the graces of the Spirit

of God. St. Paul fays, « The fruit of the Spi-

" -rit is love, joy," &c.—love to God, and then

rejoicing in God. When the Spirit of adoption

enters Into any heart, he manifefts by believing

the love of the Father, and thereby excites it

ixttb holy joy. He comes to make the foul hap-

py in its return to God. It is the very end for

which he is fent from the Father and the Son,

and therefore it is called the joy of the holy

Ghoft. It is his fruit, produced by his irJluence,

and kept by his power. Tt is like himfelf, of a

fpiritual and heavenly nature—a pure affection—

in all goodnefs, and rightepufnefs, and truth.

He
'
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He refines, it from creature-delight, and exalts it

above fenfual pleafure ; For it is the refult of

nearnefs to God, and the effect of fellowfliip

with him : Which is

Fourthly, another bleffed ingredient in the

joy of believers. It has God for its obje£t. It

is joy in God as their God, their fupreme good,

known, beheved in, and enjoyed. The holy

Spirit has confecrated their hearts for fcllowfhip

with him. He has brought a free pardon for

paft apoftacy, and full power to dethrone crea-

ture-love : And he abides in their hearts to fub-

chie it. He enlightens their underftandings to

fee the vanity of the creature, and the fulnefs

of God, and he enables them to reject every

thing, that promifes them happinefs, if they can-

not enjoy God in it. Thus he keeps their hearts

chafre and fixed upon God. Their joy becomes

fimplc, as their faith is : For this looks at the

finiflied falvation, and refting intircly upon it fees

God perfectly reconciled; thereby it lays a fure

foundation for their joy in God : Becaufe they

cow know him by faith to be their God, and

can fee their intcreft in all the^ bleffings of his

love in Jefus. This is the fountain head of joy,

from whence flow rivers of pleafure for ever-

more. The nearer they live to the fountain

bead, the more communion they have with God

;

Their hearts become purer and~hoiier, and their

joys are more fpiritual and heavenly.

This
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This is the only remedy for the miferies, with

which the world abounds. Men are uneafy

:

feek for joy : and cannot find it : becaufe they

fcek where it is not. They go to broken ciftems,

which cannot bold it. They are difappointed,

and wonder. But ftill go on, fpending their

days in this vain purfuit. They do not attain

any true joy. It flies from them, and at laft

they lie down in forrow. What thanks then art

thou bound, O my foul, to return unto thy God,

who has faved thee from this delufion ! What a

mercy is it, that thou haft been led to the founr

tain of joy ! O live near it, and from it derive alj

thy ftrcams. Seek th^m all in God, and fcek

them in faith upon the warrant of the divine

promife. He has faid, " The meek (hall increafe

their joy in the Lord, they fliall have it, ancl in-

creafe it. The more meek and lowly thou art,

the more wilt thou be joyful in God. Pray then

for growing humility, that thou mayeft expe-

jrience the fwcetnefs of this fcripture—" Rejoice

" in the Lord always, and again I fay, rejoice"

---there is always a matter of joy in the Lord.

What a fulnefs did he find, who teftifies of it

thus—" My joy fliall be in the l,ord—God is the

** gladncfs of my joy—all ray fprings are in thee

" —for thou art my exceeding joy." Happy
prince ! All his fprings came from God and led

him to God. He did not draw his happinefs

from the brooks, but from the fountain. The

brooks
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brooks dry up, but the fountain cannot. Ke
did not rejoice in his crown and dignity, in his

Viftories and trcafures, or in any worldly good.

He enjoyed God in them, who was the joy of

his heart. He only valued the gifts, for the

fake of the giver : for he made ufe of them by

faith ; and then they were the means of bringing

him near to God, and of keeping up communion

with God. Whatever does this is a great blef-

fmg. And every thing fhould do this to a be-

liever. While he lives, like a child of God, he

exercifes his faith for fpirituals and temporals ;

and his heavenly Father blefles him according to

his word, wherein he hath caufed him to put his

truft, and gives him continual matter for joy and

thankfulnefs.

This is the portion of the Lord's people. He
has entailed it on them. It comes to them by in-

heritance. And thou art bound, O my foul, to

make ufe of it. Thy duty and intereft call

upon thee to enjoy much of it. Thy grati-

tude for the exceeding great mercies of the

Father*s love cannot be fo properly (hewn, as by

rejoicing in him: for the thankful heart cannot

but be joyful. It feels happy in God, My me-

ditation of him, fays a grateful foul, fhall be

fweet, I will be glad in the Lord. Tliis is a juft

tribute, which the Father expefts, and which

the holy -Spirit enables his children to return

him. " Blcfled is the people that know the joy-

.... - ful
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" fill found, they (hall walk, O Lord, fn the

light of thy countenance: in thy namu
" fliall they rejoice all the day, and in thy righ-

" teoufnefs fliall they be exalted." Thefe ar«

great privileges, which God has proraifed and

does beftow upon his people. It is true they do

not all alike rejoice with great joy > but they afl

•ought. When their faith is wcak^ their joy i»

little. But they have the fame right to believe,

and to rejoice in believing. There is the fame

provifion made for the whole family and houflaold

of faith. They are intereftcd in the fame cove-

nant, have the fame promifes, and the fame faith-

fulnefs to make them good. They have pcrfe£l

fecurity given them, that they, may truft and not

be afraid. The people who know the joyful

found of a free grace falvation, have .good reafon

to believe without doubt or wavering, . 13y fuch

a faith they will fee God perfectly reconciled to

them, and will behold the light of his counte-

nance fnining on;them in love. A blefled fighti

To fee it clearly is glory, begun, to walk in it is

glory increafmg. What is it but heaven, to re-

joice all the day long ? But then it muft be in

THY NAME, in the incarnate word, in Jehovah

Jefus ; by faith in whofe righteoufncfs they fliall

be exalted, as high as a creature can be—being

juftified- freely and fully they have accefs into

this perfect grace wherein they ftand, and they

fcjoicc in hope of the glory of God : and not

only
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Wily fo, but they rejoice in the way to glorv, in

tribulations iiKo, knowing that all things are

working together for their present, and for their

eternal enjoyment of God.

For their encouragement thus to rejoice in the

Lord he has promifed them, that the joy which

he gives fliall not be taken away, which is

Fifthly, Another great privilege. True joy is

the gift of God. Is a grace of the Spirit ofGod.

It has God for its author, and God for its object:

and it has this prerogative annexed to it, that no

t?ne can deftroy this gift of grace. The Lord

Chrift declares, that he will not fuffer any crea-

ture to take away what he bellows. What a rich

cordial was this to his dejected apoftles ? They

were mourning upon account of his leaving

them and were fadly caft down, as men without

hope. But he revives their drooping hearts with

a promife—" I will fee you again, and your heart

" fliall rejoice, and your joy no one taketh from

" you." This is indeed ftrong confolation : for

it is one of tlie ftreams, which makcth glad the

city of God—a ftream that never fails—it runs

out of the ocean of free grace, and none can

ftop its running back into it. Not as the world

giveth, gi\'e I unto you, fays Jefus. The world

giveth empty joys, contiriucth them by an uncer^

tain tenure, at laft takes av* ay all its gifts, and

leaves its deluded votary to fuller the vengeance

of eternal fire. Whereas Chrift gives what, i^

4 truly
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truly good, folid, and lading. His gifts are

without repentance. He is of one mind in con-

tinuing, as well as in giving : for his motives are

in and of himfelf, and always the fame. His

own mere love, his free grace, and the good

pleafure of his own will difpofe him to give and

to continue his favors: and his one end is his

own glory. Therefore he will not take away the

joy, which he has given, and he will fuffer no

one to take it away. He fecures by his power

what he gives by his love. Such is the believer's

right to rejoice in the Lord always. His title is

indefeafible. God has freely given him in Chrift

all the good that can make him happy: and he

enjoys it, and is happy, fo far as he lives by faith.

While he goes on from faith to faith his joys in-

creafe; Growing faith brings him in a richer

harveft of joy. And he is commanded ftill to

proceed, until his joy be full, which is a

Sixth privilege, peculiar to joy in God. Other

fprings fail. They are often dry. And when
they run the fulleft, he that drinks of their

water thirfts the more. But- joy in God has a

fatisfying fulnefs. The fountain is always full,

yea is always running over : and all the ftreams

bring happy peace, and holy joy. The more a

man drinks thereof the more fober and fpiritual

he becomes : for whatever flows out of this

fountain is grace, fanftifying grace ; the more
we partake of it we grow more like it. There

is
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is in it the divine.property of conforming and af-

limilating us to itfelf : for it weakens the corrup-

tion of nature, and ftrengthens the faculties of

the new-man, and as thefe grow ftronger, they

cleave clofer to God, and have more fellowlliip

with him, By which means they partake more

»f his joy. A happy partaker of it declares

—

" In thy prefence is the fulnefs of joy," and

therefore he prays—" Make me full of joy with

thy GOuntenance'V-the prefence of God witl?

me, and his loving countenance (hining upon me

h the fulleft joy upon earth. And this comes

from^he grace of the holy Spirit, and is received

by faith. Our Lord fays to his difci,ples
—" TJiefe

" things have I fpoken unto you, that my joy

might remain in you, and that your joy might

" be full," His end. in fpeaking was to give

.theni good rcjafon .
to: rejoice,^ and

.
to ^Q^tiuue

rejoicing, and if tbey^ repeived what 1^ fpake

^yith full affurance, as.they ought to do, it would

produce in them a fulnefs of joy. And this

would be fo much to bis honor, and to their pro-

fit, that he commands them to alk it of the

Father in his name—" Alk, and ye fliall receive,

*'i that your joy may be full.!' To the fame pur-

pofe the.apoille John, treating of the perfon of

God incarnate, through whom we have fellow-

fliip with the Father in all the bleffings of his

love, fays, " Thefe things write we unto you»

that your joy. may be full.'' His defign in

writing
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writing was to lead them to nearer fellowfliip

with the blcfled Trinity, and to ftir them up to

feck, in it their fulnefs of joy : and they have it

full, who fatisficd of their title to the Father's

blefllngs, are receiving them freely out of the

Son's fulnefs by the grace of the Spirit. It be-

cometh them well to rejoice : for in the fame

bleflings, there is fulnefs of joy for evermore, joy

unfpeakable, and full of glory.

Put all thefe confiderations together, and then

fee, O my foul, what a rich provifion thy God
has made for the joy of thy heart. Admire and

adore him for his great falvation, for delivering

thee from fin and forrow, and for the free gift

of righteoufnefs and life eternal. To pardon, to

juftify, to glorify fuch an one, as thou art, O
what divine and infinite grace ! What wilt thou

return him for manifefting his love to thee, and

for engaging thy love to him ? How great is thy

debt for admitting thee to fellowlhip with him,

as thy God and Father, and for the gracious

com.munications of his love to thee in Jefus !

What a fubjeft is here before thee for delightful

praife ! Look at it In any true light, thou haft

reafon to be glad with exceeding great joy. God,
the infinite fountain of good, is thy God. He
rejoices in thee, therefore thou (liouldft rejoice in

him. He has loved thee freely : how canft thou

be fenfible of this without loving him ? His love

has bleffed thee with all fpiritual bleflings in

Vol. I. Bb Chrift



3^6 WALK OF FAirir,

Chrifl; JefuS ; whilfl: thou art receiving them out

of his fulnefs, how canft thou refufe to thank

him with joyful lips ? he fays, that he rejoices

6ver thee to do thee good ; the belief of this

fliould fill thy heart with joy and gladnefs. In-

deed there is nothing in God, but what fliould be

to thee matter of rejoicing. His faithfulnefs and

Juftice are on thy fide, as well as his never fail-

ing compafllons : for he is thy God, thy cove-

nant God, he has given his Son for thee and his

Spirit to thee : by his grace thou haft been

sailed to enjoy fellowfhip with the Father and

the Son, and to partake of their covenant blef-

fings. It PS thy privilege to be improving this

fellowfaip, and even upon earth to be tailing of

the joys of heaven. May thy faith bring thee

m a rich foaft, yea a fulnefs of joy till thy cup

run over with the rivers of pleafure, which are

at God's right-hand for evermore.

Remember, O my foul, it is thy duty and thy

privilege thus to rejoice in God. It is thine in-

fcreft, and thy happinefs. Thy God requjres it

©f thee, as the grateful acknowledgment of iiis

favors : They are all of grace, ineftimably rich

and everlafting. He would have thee to honor

him for the gifts^ by rejoicing in the giver. Joy

is the fenfe of his goodnefs to thee : and canft

thou receive the prefent, and live in hopes of the

eternal blcifings of his goodnefs, and yet be

without a ]o\ ful fcnfe of them ? Examine well*

and
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and try thyfelF. How is thy heart ? Is it happy

in God ? Is it happy in nothing but God? What

ever a man puts his truft in, from that he experts

his happinefs. In what then doft: thou truft?

Certainly thou wilt fay, my truft is In the mercy

of God for ever and ever. And ftiould not he

be the only matter of thy joy, who is the only

ground of thy faith ? If he be, then why art thou

fo often caft down, O my foul, and why art thou

fo difquieted within me ? How many dejections,

what great forrows, and what frequent heavinefs

doft thou experience. From whence come they ?

Joy is fown for thee. The fower is the Son of

man. The Father has promifed It, and beftowed

it on thee for thy portion : thou haft been called

by grace, and the joy in believing is thy birth-

right. What Is the reafon thou art pot happy

in thy God, and rejoicing in him always ? Search

diligently for the caufe. Depend upon it there

is a great miftake fomewhere. The fcriptures

cannot be broken, which treat of continual

joy in God. The promifes cannot fail. The
promlfer Is faithful : And yet thou art not al-

ways a partaker of the promifed grace. How
is this ? O try to come to the bottom of this

error. May the fpirit of wifdom lay it open to

thee, and may thy forrow be turned into joy.

Perhaps thou art feeking for fome reafon to

rejoice in thyfelf. This rejoicing is not good,

although it be very common. It has a bad mo-

B b 2 tive :
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tive : it comes from pride. The end is bad r it

is to exalt and aggrandize self, which was
man's fin and ruin. It is forbidden in fcripture—

He that rejoiceth, let him rejoice in the Lord. If

thou couldfl: find fomcthing in thyfelf to be

pleafed with, thou wouldft then rejoice, in th>-

pride. Sorrow for not finding it may bring thee

right
; becaufe it may be the means of fliewing

thee, that thou haft nothing of thine own to

look at with felf-complacency. What haft thou,

that thou haft not received ? And if thou haft

received it, why wouldft thou glory, as if thou

hadft not received it ? Haft thou any thing of

thine own but fin? Who gave thee grace, and

made thee to differ from others ? Was it not

God ? Did not all come from the good pleafure

of his .own will ? He faw nothing good in thee

at firft to move him to be gracious, and what he

continues is to the praife of the giory of his own.

grace. If thou haft loft the figlit of thefe truths,,

no wonder thou ftiouldft go mourning. God will

not vouchfafe his joy to them, who facrifice to

their own net, and burn incenfe to their own
drag. He humbles, and fills the humble with

good things, but he fendeth the rich empty

away. The rich rob him of his glory, and he

refufes them his grace. Watch therefore over

thy proud legal heart. Be jealous over it with a

godly jealoufy. And intreat the holy Spirit to

bring down c\ cry high thought in it, that thou.

mayeft
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mayefi: exalt God, and he may exalt thee. Re-

member the promife—" The -meek fliall increafe

" their joy m the Lord :" feek the fulfilling of

this : for joy in him is'the death of felf-focking

and felf-pleafing. O beg of God then to keep

thee meek and lowly, that thou mayeft be wil-

ling to live upon Jefus by faith, and to receive

all the joy out of his fulnefs of joy.

Perhaps thou art mourning under a fenfe of

thy finful nature, and groaning under the burden

of indwelling fin, as holy Paul did, and as all

the dear children of God do, when they are in

their right mind. This is godly forrow, which

worketh repentance not to be repented of. It

is the true poverty of fpirit, to which the Lord

hath promifed his bleffing. Indeed every one

that has it is bleffed, becaufe it is not only con-

fiftent with the trueftjoy, but alfo is the very

proper temper of mind, in which it is preferved

and increafed. They that fow in tears fhall reap

in joy. Self-knowledge is the breaking up of the

fallow ground, and is the ploughing and harrow-

ing of it, thereby making it fit for the good feed,

and to receive the enlivening influence of the

heavens. The more any man knows of himfelf,

the greater reafon will he have to feek the har-

veft of his joys in God, and feeking by faith he

will find them. If he be in the deepeft humiliation,

he will be then beft difpofed to rejoice in God.
This holy joy generally rifes higheft, when felf is

>- lowed

:
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loweft: as the highell tide is always after the

loweft ebb. Remember this, O my foul, in the

mofl: abafing views of thy fallen nature, and it

will lead thee to feek, and in believing to find

that in God, which thou haft not in thyfelf. The
empty, and none but the empty, may be filled

with his joy. Let every difcovcry of thine emp-

tinefs lead thee to truft more in the falvation of

God, and to enjoy more of its blcflings. And
then thou mayeft be with Paul, always forrow-

fpl, yet always rejoicing. Sorrow for felf is the

greateft friend to joy in God. Self-loathing is

accompanied with the fweeteft delight in God.

May the apoftle's experience herein be thine

—

«« We are of the circumcifion, who worfliip God
** in the fpirit, and rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and

" have no confidence in the flefli." O pray for

the fame grace, and thou wilt find, that the lefs

confidence there is in the flefli, the more rejoic-

ing there will be in Chrift Jefus.

Perhaps thou haft been tempted to feek for

joy in fome creature comfort, and haft not re-

ceived it as the gift of God, nor enjoyed it by

faith, nor returned him his glory. Thou waft

looking below God for happinefs, and expefting

it from fome other objeft. The world had herein

tjnfnared thy heart. There is not a greater ene-

my to the children of God: becaufe it has ob-

jeQs fuited to their fepfes, and capable of grati-

fying them ; by. which the world is always tr>'-
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ing to engage their affections, and always fuc-

ceeds, when they are not living by the faith of

the Son of God : for this is the only victory that

overcometh the world, even our faith. Sec,

whether thy forrow did not fpring from fomc

worldly dilappointmcnt. Thou hadft dropt tliy

fliield, and waft falling afleep in Dalilah's lap :

but awaking didft find the pleafure turned into

pain. This pain may be very profitable. It

ihould convince thee of thy dreadful miftake in

leaving God for the world, and fliould {top up

thy way for the future. Now thou fceft the

need of being cautioned—Love not the world,

neither the things that are in the world : for all

things out of Chrift are under the curfe. TherQ

can be no bleffcdnefs in them. The whole world

lieth in wickednefs : it cannot make thee happy,

any more than hell can. But it is thy privilege

to be delivered from this prefent evil world, and

to be faved from the love of it. This is a bleffed

part ot thy falvation. Expeft it by faith. The
viftory is obtained j fee thy fliarc in it. " I have
" overcome the world," fays Jcfus. Almighty
Lord, overcome it in me, as thou haft overcome
it for me.

But remember, O my foul, whatever be the

real caufe of thy forrowing, there is joy in God,
and for thee : becaufe he is thy God ; in whom
there is nothing to make thee forrowful, but
every tiling which can poffibly give thee true

py.
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joy. The blefled Trinity are in covenant for

thee and for thy falvation. And it is thy bounden
duty trufting to the finifhed work of the Son to

rejoice in the love of the Father. In the peace

of thy confcience and in the love of thy heart

thou art required to have fellowfliip with the

Father and the Son, and to be always giving

thanks to the holy Spirit for this fellowfliip.

Every enjoyment of their covenant bleflings in

earth is a foretafte of heaven, and a pledge of

joy unfpeakable. What thou haft now by faith,

thou (halt certainly have in everlafting poflelTion:

for there is a fure foundation laid in the cove-

nant for thee to build thy hopes upon of rejoic-

ing evermore. Thy Father has chofen thee and

accepted thee in his Son. He has fet his heart

upon doing thee good, and he changeth not.

His loving kindnefs is like himfelf. He has

drawn thee by his Spirit to believe in his love,

and he has promifed to love thee unto the end.

He has freely given thee all fpiritual bleflings in

Chrift Jefus, and he referves the full enjoyment

of them for heaven. Nothing can rob thee of

them : becaufe he keeps them by his power for

thee, and thee for them. How ftiould this help

to fill up the meafure of thy joys The Father

of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of mercies

and the God of all comfort is thine, with all that

his love can do to make thee happy. What

canft thou want, but more faith ? The Lord in-

creafc
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creafe it, that thy heart and converfation may be

more with him. As thine afFe£lions are fet more

on things above, the temptations to the love of

the things below will be weakened." The fweet-

nefs of heavenly communion will deaden thee to

the charms of the world : yea, the world will be

to thee as nothing, "while God is all. And is

he not all in all to thee ? Confider his nature,

his perfonality, his covenant, his works, his graces

and his bleflings—view them in their greatnefs

and goodnefs---thou haft an intereft in them all.

His wifdom contrives for thee—his providence

watches over thee—his love waits to be gracious

to thee—his holinefs and juftice and truth are

thy friends—all his attributes have engaged his

power to bring thee to glory. The perfcft fal-

vation of Jefus is thine. His Father is thy

Father in him, and has,-B9thing in his heart but

love to thee : The holy Spirit has manifefted it

to thee in believing to be a perfect, unchange-

able and everlafting love. Whatever the God-

head has promifed to give of happinefs is pro-

mifed to thee : And thou doft believe it, al-

though thou art fometimcs in heavinefs through

manifold temptations. But even' then there is

joy laid up for thee in God. ' Joy enough in the

fountain. It is always full: only thy faith draws

out of it fparingly. Enough in God to turn thy

forrow into joy, if faith did its perfe6t work.

O for
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O for more- faith, that thou mayeft have more

joy in believing.

From whatever caufe then, O my foul, thy

forrow afofe, it certainly did not fpring from

any thing, which faith difcovered to be in God.

Be affured of this : And learn to improve thy

forrow about other things, fo as to fee thy need

of trufting more and of rejoicing more in God.

If thy forrow be lawful, coming from a fight

and fenfe of thy fmfulnefs, there is good reafbn

thou fhouldft abhor thyfelf and repent in dull and

aflies : But this is alfo a good reafon for joy in thy

God : Becaufe the Lord is nigh unto them that

arc of a broken heart, and faveth fuch as be of a

contrite fpirit. He gives to them the know-

ledge of falvation, and makes them glad with

the joy of his countenance. Thus he delivers

them from their fins and forrows. He continues

his loving kindnefs : Surely his goodnefs and

mercy fhall follow them all the days of their

lives. When they are under temptations to feek

for joy in other things, he hedges up their way

that they cannot attain the expe61ed good ; or if

they do, he embitters the enjoyment, and will

not let them find any thing in the creature, but

vanity and vexation. By which means he would

teach them to derive all their joys from him, and

from nothing but him. Wait, O my foul, and

readj and hear, and pray, be diligent in all

means
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means for thine improvement in this divine lef-

fon. Seek the prefence of God, wlierever thou

art. Expeft his blefling upon all that thou doeft.

Account his love thy chief happinefs, and be

fure, nothing can ?nake thee happy, in which

Ihou canft not enjoy his love. If riches incrcafc,

the world fmiles, health be granted thee, rela-

tions are kind, and all things go vi'ell, fet not

ihy heart upon them. Look at the bountiful

hand which gives, and depend on the grace,

which fan£lifies thofe things. They are not

worth having, but as they come from, and lead

to, God, and fo may be fpiritually improved.

If tliou canft live by faith, and enjoy God in

them, then they are real bleflings : for then thou

wilt receive them as his gins and ufe them to his

praife ; thou wilt eye his goodnefs in them, and

admire him for them. And while he continues

them, thou wilt be dependent on his grace to

keep thy heart from idolatry, that thou mayeft

love the gifts, only for the fake of the giver.

Whatever thou art going to do, aflc thyfelf—

How can this be the means of my rejoicing in

God? If it cannot, avoid it. If " it come with all

the world's flatteries, and make thee the greateft

offers ofjoy, fiy from it. There is deadly poifon

under its gilded outfide. Lay it down as an inva-

riable rule of thy walk, that nothing can do thee

^ood, but wh^t thou canft enjoy God in. He i§

th«?
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the only fource of good. And every thmg is to

thee what he makes it : notwhat it is in itfelf; as

fuch, all is vanity. But it is good, when God

makes it fo. Triie joy- is ffom hinij, and iii him.

Jt is the: gift of his 'grSee, and do^smot ftop at

any of the ftreams, but goes up to the fountain-

head, from whence they flow, and there finds its

comforts, O my God, teach-me thus to feek my

joys in thee, and to make thde rtiy crown of re-

joicing.

For thine encouragement confider, O my foul,

what he did to the travellers gone before thee

in the way to Sion : how he comforted them and

made them glad with the joy of his countenance.

He led them indeed through the valley of Baca,

of mourning—the only high way to the king-

dom ; but they. found a well in it, a fountain of

Itving waters : they went on forrowing for their

departure from God, but were made glad at their

hearts in being brought back by his grace

:

therefore they wept rejoicing. Happy mourners!

And ha.ft thou not the fame reafon, as they had,

Xo forrow for thyfcif, and yet to be exceeding

iglad in God r Is not this alfo the cafe v/ith all

thy fellow travellers now upon the road r Their

hearts are with God. He is their portion. His

heaven is their home.
,
They would not .make

up their happinefsin th^e accommodations by the

way, but iu God, their treafure,. their fuprem.?

good, and their everlafting joy. Neither would

they
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they be ftopt by the inconvenlencies, which

they may meet with: thefe, improved by faith,

will tc>n4 to make , them long more to bo

at home: for thefe will lead them to feel

more of the true -joy there i's in^God, and

will thereby, ipfpire them with higher ftrains of

praife and than.kfulnefs: So , that every thing

they meet with on the roadv will be fan£lif2ed to

tlicm, and w^ill difpo(e them to make .melody in

.

their hearts unt0 the- J^ovd. Their Father aiid x)ur

Fji^her out of the. riQlies of his.grace' hp\-n'ot only

given them matter of :thafiks, but , has alfo pro-

v.ided.jhe yery.words to be ufed by ithem. Many'

a weary traveller has ;found them a rich cordial.

His Tpirits have been- r^ifed, his foul and all

w.ithin made happy, while he was finging the

fweet and heavenly hymn. The gofpel prophet,

who had feen the glory of Immanuel, and who
vyas the ihonored penman of this divine poem,

has Jcft us a direction,- when any one has a right

to fing it, and to make it his own, Ipi. xii. i.

Jud in that day thou JJialt Jay. By looking at the

context the time here mentioned appears to be

the day of the Lord's power, when the Spirit

of life enters into the finner, and he is quickened

fjom a death in trefpaffes and fins. A happy,

eternally happy day. The fame Spirit will be

his comforter 5 will bring him to the; kriowledge

"

of his falvation through faith in the glorioully

complete work of Immanuel, by which he fliali

3 find
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find himfelf freed from guilt and fear, and in-

Jefus made a partaker of grace and glory. Then

the joy of the holy Ghoft is felt in his foul, and

his heart is in tune to blefs the Lord his God

—

O Lord, I will praife thee, though thou wajl angiy

with me, thine anger is t'unied away, and thou com-

fortedji me. Behold, God is my falvatien; I will

iruft and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is

myfirength and myfong, he alfo is become my falva'

tion : therefore with Joy Jhall ye draw zvato- out of

the wells offalvation. Thefe wells are the foun-

tains of grace, from wliich the heavenly travel-

lers draw their holy comforts, and with which

refreftied they go on from ftrength to ftrength,

praifmg Jehovah and afcribing to him all the

glory of their falvation. He wa« angry- with

them, and juftly. The fire of his wrath might

have burnt to the loweft hell : and his law, his

juftice, his holinefs, and his truth would have

been glorified for ever in their deftru£tion. Bur
admired be his mercy, adored be his fovereign

grace, he himfelf found out a way to magnify

every divine attribute in their falvation. This

was the wonderful contrivance of the Three in

covenant. The Father accepted his co-equal

Son in the place of his people, and his obedience

unto death in their ftead : He is now perfectly

reconciled unto them in Jcfus : His anger is

turned away from them. And when it is given

unto them to know it : and they receive the

5 comfort
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comfort of it, when they have joy and peace in

believing, O what a day of light and glory then

. breaks in upon their fouls—a day fometimes

clouded with the rifing mifts and vapors of the

body of fin, but often fo bright and fcrcne, that

the warm beams of the fun of righteoufnefs fliine

dire£tly into their hearts. Thefe are times ofgreat

refrefhing from the prefence of the Lord. The

communications of his love, are then felt with

pure delight : and the foul is made fenfible,

that it is in Jefus an happy partaker of the ful-

nefs of joy. The man cannot contain his mighty

blifs ; but breaks out aloud into thanks, and

calls upon the byftanders to admire the mar-

vellous goodnefs of God. Behold, fee here a

miracle of grace

—

God is my falvation—wonder

with me at the exceeding riches of this love

—

Why me ! What am I, that the moft high God
fliould be my Saviour ? I am fure he never fet,

his love npon one more unworthy, nor plucked

any brand out of the burning, that was fitter

fewel for bell-fire. O help me then, angels and

men, to praife and adore that infinite mercy,

which contrived, wrought out, and has now ap-

plied to me this falvation with all its blelTmgs.

My debt increafes, and I want to praife him

more : for in that unfpcakable gift of his Son he

gave me all things, and he has now given me
faith,, and has put me into poffeflion. I have

his. word for it, and I believe it—a word of in-

faUible
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fallible truth, confirmed by promife, ratified by

the covenant oath of the bleffed Trinity. Thefe

engagements cannot be broken, therefore / will

truji and not be afraid. On the part of the divine

covenanters all is fure. They have given me
the fulleft fecurity, that can be, and I may take

the comfort of it. They will never leave me nor

forfake me, and my faith fliall not fail. Blefled

promife! I ftiall be kept by the power of God

through faith unto falvation. Glory be to the

Lord Jehovah, who is my Jlrength—his almighty

arm holds me up, and therefore he is myfong—
the fame arm will carry me fafe to the end,

therefore my heart rejoiceth in him, and with

my fong will I praife him. I will make my boaft

of his ftrength : All the day long will I be telling

of his falvation. How can I mention too often

thefe infinite mercies of my God? I love to dwell

on the delightful theme. It warms my heart, it

inflames' mine affections, and raifes my foul to

heaven. My joys are all in this one

—

He alfo is

become my falvation : He is my prefent falvation :

for he has opened the fountain, and has opened

my heart to • receive the life-giving ftreams.

How can I but blefs and adore his holy name,

while I am with joy drawing water out of the wells

offalvation.

O ye blelfed of the Lord, who have received

the fame falvation out of the infinite fountain of

divine grace, affift me to praifc. Your rejoicing

with
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With me will increafe my joys, and improve my
thankfulnefs. So it follows in the prophet

—

In

that day Jliall YE Jay—ye, not one only as be-

fore ; but the many partakers of the fame mer-

cies will fmg in chorus. They will join in focial

worfliip and with one heart unite in the common

tribute of praife.. Praife ye the Lord, call upon

his name, declare his doings among the people, make

mention that his name is exalted : fmg unto the Lord :

for he hath done excellent things : this is knozvn in all

the earth. Cry out and JJiout, thou inhabitant of

Sion : for great is the holy One of IJrael in the rnidfi

of thee. Great he is indeed, infinjtely-^-everlafl-

ingly great in himfelf—and to l^e admired for his

excellent greatnefs in faving finners. This is

his greateft work, and it demands of them their

highefl: praife : and they are glad to give it him.

Happy are they now, when humble and poor in

fpirit they can exalt their Saviour God : but who
can tell, how' happy they fliall be, when he

fliall exalt them, and make them partakers of

his^ own liappinefs ? Eternal falvation will de-

v^wA the tribute of their eternal praife; and

they will be moft blelTedly employed in paying

it, when they fli^ll return to Sion with fongs,

and everlafting joy fliall be upon their heads.

Crowned heads may well fing : for their opro-

riation day will laft forever, and the king of

kings will put fuch honor upon his royal frii-iids,

^hat all heaven will ring with his praifes. They
Vol I. C e will
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will with one heart and one voice adore God the

Lamb; whofe gracious hand wiped away all

tears from their eyes, and made forrow and figh-

ing flee away for ever ; and who gave them
his joy and gladnefs, fuch as are even in heaven

inexprcflible,, and will be to eternity full of

glory.

O my God, accept of my poor mite. I defire

to join all the redeemed in earth and heaven in

bleffing and praifing thee at all times. I would

give thee praife continually with my heart and

with my mouth. I would rejoice in thee, and

in nothing but' thee : for thou art my God, my
fupreme good, ^nd mine everlafting portion.

Let me then for thy mercies fake glory in praifing

thee henceforth and for ever. I afcribe it to

thee now with a glad heart, rejoicing in hope,

that my praife will be better ere long and never

ceafing. Thou art worthy of all that angels

and men can pay : to thee, holy Father, with

the Son and Spirit, the Three in one Jehovah be

equal and endlefs praife. To this I give my
^

hearty Anien.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VIII.

The believer walks himhly zvhh God bearing his

crofs.

The happy believer is now advanced a great

way in liis journey. He has been brouglit to

{he faving knowledge of God—has received

faith in his reconciled God in Jefus—has been

taught by the Spirit to love his God- -and has

found the bleffednefs of holy communion with

him in the way of obedience and duty, which

makes him go on rejoicing 5 then it is become fit

and proper, that his faith and love fliould be

tried. He muft expeft it. It is to the honor of

God, to the good of others, and to the eftablifh-

ing of thofe graces, that proof fliould be made

of them, and that they fliould be put, like gold,

into the furnace. This is only a refiner's fire.

If the furnace be very hot, one feven times more

than it was wont to be heated, the gold will

loTe nothing. Sterling grace is purer and brighter

for every fiery trial. Its enemies, who blov/ the

flame, have no intention to refine it, and fome-

times the believer himfelf cannot fee how the

means will anfwer the end : But God over-rules

every trial for his glory, and the believer's good,

and makes it more precious, than that of gold

which periflieth. Troubles, dppofition from

within and from without, all the difficulties he

5
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can meet with, only ferve to purge out his drofs,

and to render him more fit for his heavenly walk.
Herein the grace of God is moft marvellous.

Such a power, as brought light out of darknefs,

is continually dire£ting and fanftifying the croffes

of the believer, fo that not one of them can ftop

him; nay the greateft of them, help him for-

ward in his journey, and bring him not only

more fafely, but alfo more happily to the end of

it. Adored for ever be the Father's love, which

makes all things work together for his children's

good.

When man was in paradife, there was no-

thing in him but what was conformed to the

image of God. His will was one with the will

of God. In this ftate there was no crofs. Har-

mony ruled in the innocent breaft. And God
looked on his favourite man with delight. They
were perfectly agreed, and they walked together

in holy and happy friendfliip. But when man
fell, then fin brought in forrow, in the ten thou-

fand miferies which the body fuffers, and in the

entire corruption of the faculties of the foirf,

particularly of the will, now at enmity with the

will of God. Hence our croflTes. Sin is their

fruitful parent; and while we are in a body of

fm and of death, we cannot be exempt from fuf-

fering : For man is born to trouble, as naturally

as the fparks fly upwards : but the unregenerate

man does not feel the caufe of this. He has no

fpiritual fenfcs. He is dead to God. He does

not
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not know, why he fufFevs, and lie is not renfibl<i

of what lie defervcs to fufTer, therefore he goe^

on merrily, laughing and Tinging under a load of

guilt, enough to ruin a thoufand worlds. But

when the fpirit of life enters into him, and he is

made to fee his ftate, to feel his guilt, and to

fear his danger, then he begins to groan under

the crofs. EVery day he difcovers, how totally

he was fallen, and departed in heart from the

living God. He now taftes the bitternefs of fin,

and finds the deadly fruits of it. Altho' there

be a remedy provided to bring the wanderers

home, and he is made acquainted with it, yet

he is without ftrength to apply it- He cannot

by believing take the comfort of it. When it is

given him to believe, he ftill has fin and fultcr-

ing to exercife his faith. Agaiuft his corruptions

and temptations he muft be continually fighting

the good fight of faith. From this warfare he

can have no difcharge, but by death. He muft

take to himfelf the whole armor of God, and be

under arms night and day, or he will never be

able to refift the alTaults of evil fpirits, or to

overcome the oppofition of evil men. This is

the heritage of all the fervants of the Lord. All

that will live godly in Chrift Jefus lliall fuffer

perfecution. If they be on the Lord's fide, all

his enemies will certainly be theirs ; fo that if

they enter into his kingdom, it muft be through

much tribulation. The king himfelf went this

way to the crown, bearing his crofs ; and he

has
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has affured us there is no other way—" VVhofor
*' ever doth not bear his crofs, and come after

*' me, CANNOT be my difcipk"—he muft deny

himfelf what by nature he loves, and muft love

what by nature he hates, unlefs he live in this

ftatc of felf-denial, which is to be his daily crofs,

he cannot live in communion with me, as one of

my difciples. If he be one of the higheft of

them, yet he muft carry his crofs : for he has

ftill a fallen nature, and its fenfes and appetites

are always lufti.ng againft the will of God, and

it is like plucking out a right eye to deny thenl

their gratifications and to refufe them their much

coveted pleafures. He is in a body of fin and

death, and muft carry his crofs to his grave,

being liable to all the fufferings which mortality

is heir to, and all the way mortified under them,

becaufe he cannot bear them without faith, nor

liold out without patience, and tliefe graces are

Hot of himfelf, but are the gift of God. He is

9lfo forced to carry another crofs all his days,

even the corruption of his nature, depraved in

every faculty, and always inclined to evil. This

is the burden and grief of the children of God,

under which they all groan. And a fore .and

heavy burden it is, heavier for being continual,

and for its always working againft the grace and

glory of the Lord Chrifl : for this infection of

nature doth remain, yea, in them that are rege-

nerated, and appears in uotKing:more,, than in

their adulterous love to their own righteoufnefs,

of
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of which they are fo dotingly fond, that after

the holy Spirit has divorced them from it, and

their maker is become their hufband, even the

Lord their righteousness, yet ftill an unlaw^-

ful attachment to their own righteoufnefs re-

mains, and is the caufe of the greateft croffes

and of the heavieft trials they meet with in their

way to heaven.

Hence the crofs becomes neceflary for tlie

whole nature of fallen man, for body and foul.

The fenfual appetites are continually feeking

their gratification in unlawful things, and the

fpirltual faculties are full of blind pride, and felf

righteoufnefs, and know no way to the divine

favor, but by their own works and goodnefs.

The crofs is indifpenfably needful to mortify the

fiefli with its afFeftions and lufts, and to crucify

the vanity of the mind, that when it would

glory, it would have nothing left to glory in

but the Lord. In this light let us confider the

infinite love, which appointed the outward crofs

for the outward man, and the inward crofs for

the inward man and let us fee, how by each of

them communion with God is preferved, and

the believer is helped forward in his bleffed

journey.

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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